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From the Editor
J.B. Mentzer, Editor, Layout Designer
and Lead Photographer
The Journal Seeks Reporters
The Editor seeks a few members to
volunteer to take notes at meets at
the Annual Meet.
To have an adequate number of
photos for the photo gallery, the
Journal wanders the property actively
shooting everything that moves.

the Steaming Bays to interview engineers. Notes from these interviews
provide the source for the captions
that accompany photos in the meet
photo gallery.
Interested in writing for the Journal?
Say hello! I look forward to speaking
with you via email or at a club event.

Being deployed at Page Station or
along the broadway between the
High Line bridges, precludes visiting
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Club Business Update
Jed Weare, Secretary

April 11, 2019
The meeting was called to order by the
President at 7:36 PM on April 11th at the
Holliston Historical Society barn, the
house being unavailable. 21 members
were present.
The Minutes of the March 2019 meeting
were read by the Secretary. Acceptance
of the minutes was proposed by Bob
Mitchell, seconded by John Pilling, and
carried unanimously.

Superintendent’s Report
— Mark Arsenault
The Wednesday work crew removed
brush on Arthur St, which pleased our
neighbors. There is still a lot of water and
mud around. However, the water level
has gone down enough that detection of
compressed air leaks is no longer easy.
There is a major leak near the turntable,
and another near the loading area.

The tent over the Hilton porch has been
put up.
The Saturday work day had about 18 attendees. A lot of brush around the track was
collected into piles for chipping.
A fallen branch punched a hole in the roof
of the Hilton. This has been repaired.
The RS-3 was driven around to test the
track. Except in the yard, the track seems
in reasonable condition. There were
checkouts on the RS-3 on the Member’s
run day.
The back hoe hydraulic valves are
leaking. Jay Berry has undertaken to look
into the repair.

Old Business
Tom McCune has a formal quote for materials for the engine housed roof. The price
is $1500 for the metal, screws and so on.
There is a two week lead time. There was
discussion about the color for the roofing
panels. Extra pieces of metal, in case of
damage, can be obtained for $27 per 10ft
length. Walt Weber proposed that: The
club approve up to
$2500 for the purchase
of materials, to include
two extra panels, to
replace the roof of the
engine house. The
Officers may increase
the approved amount
by up to 10% if necessary. The motion was
seconded by Colt
Stewart and carried
unanimously. Mark
Arsenault said delivery
should be delayed
until June, to allow the
ground to dry out.
The new door codes
are active, old codes
to be deleted soon.
Membership cards have
been mailed out.

New Business
We need a speaker for
the Annual Dinner.
Joe Cardelle had about
5000 lbs of coal in
bags that came from a
pizza restaurant that
we can have for free.
We will need workers

to move it. John Pilling will look into a
truck and/or trailer.
The President talked to Paul Saulnier
about a septic system for the track. His
budgetary estimate was $30,000, which
may be optimistic. In addition, a bathroom
would cost an estimated $25,000. A tight
tank is extremely unlikely, as the EPA
would not allow it unless no leach field
is possible. Paul based his estimate on
an attendance figure of 75; however, it is
possible that the capacity could be based
on the maximum attendance at any time,
requiring a very large leach field and therefore high cost. The alternative of renting
up-scale portable toilets was discussed.
The cost of those is said to be around
$1500 a day.
Central Massachusetts Model T club has
again expressed interest in visiting the track.
In the past, it seems they have failed to
show up on occasion. The President will
confer with Jim O’Brien about the history of
their visits.
The next meeting will be at the track at
the later time of 8:00PM.
May 4th is a work day; May 5th is a
Members-only run day.
Hank Walther suggested we hire his band
to provide live music on the Saturday
night of the Annual Meet. Mark Arsenault
proposed that: The club should hire Hank
Walter’s band to play music for 3 hours for
$300 on the Saturday of the Annual Meet.
The motion was seconded by Mark Hurdle
and passed without dissension.
John Pilling is selling his train. See him if
you are interested.
Jim Abrams said that several locomotives
were for sale by a member of the Pioneer
Valley club.

Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was proposed by John
Pilling, seconded by Bob Mitchell, and
carried unanimously. The meeting was
adjourned by the President at 8:42 PM.

May 9, 2019
Minutes
The meeting was called to order by the
President at 7:56 PM on May 9th at the WLS
track. 22 members were present.
The Minutes of the April 2019 meeting
were read by the Secretary. Acceptance of
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Van Brocklin Engine House • Metal Roof Installation
Photos by Hank Walther, Joe Ng and J.B. Mentzer

June 29, 2019

On June 29th, A metal roof was
installed on the Van Brocklin
Engine House.
The project was planned and
overseen by Tom McCune.

Jim Abrams
Jim McGrath
Marc Arsenault Lillian Mello
Dick Ball
John Pilling
Ed Caughlin
Bob Newcombe
Jim Davidson Joe Ng
Art Downer
Tom O’Neill
Al Fletcher
Bob Randall
Ken Jackson
Dave Remington
Kent Larson
Hank Walther
Tom McCune Jed Weare
The cook tent was staffed by
Kent Larson, Jim and Maureen
McGrath.

Hank Walther

The Officers would like to thank
the turnout of WLS members:

Two Photos, Joe Ng

Hank Walther

The Editor would like to
extend a special thanks to
Joe Ng for rooftop work site
images and Hank Walther
aerial photography.
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Two Photos, J.B. Mentzer

Joe Ng

J.B. Mentzer

J.B. Mentzer

18th Annual Van Brocklin Steam Up Meet
Photos by J.B. Mentzer

1
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June 23, 2019

Photo 1: Classic ride visits the WLS.
Photo 2: John Pilling brings the
RS-3 to a stop on the Station Track.
Photo 3: Jay Berry looks for the signal
to proceed. Photo 4: Brian Randall
and Tom McCune staff the Cook Tent.
Photo 5: Art Downer higballs with
another full train.
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Photo 6: B&O 96 with engineer Ken Jackson tours the
Wilderness Division. Photo 7: Jay Berry and this CP Rail
SD40-2. Photo 8: Jim Davidsion with his GE NS Dash
9. Photo 9: Late in the day, Ken Jackson brings his 0-4-0
into the turntable. Chris McClure keeps a close eye as
the engine crosses from 7.25-in to multi-gauge track.
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17th Annual NMRA HUB Division Meet
Photos by J.B. Mentzer

July 14 2019

1

2
Photo 1: Bob Randall works on his 2-6-0 in the
Steaming Bays. Photo 2: Jim Davidson’s big GE Dash
9 with a full train at Dimond Trestle. Photo 3: John
Pilling running Charlton RS-3. Photo 4: A route less
traveled: Bob Mitchell guides Jay Berry’s CP SD40-2
onto the Newcombe Jct. Cutoff. Photo 5: Hank
Walther’s track speeder with engineer Daniel Temple.
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Waushakum R.R. Freight House

B&O RR 0-4-0 in 1-1/2-in scale

The Freight House is a place for WLS Members list
items for sale to the Waushakum Journal audience.

For Sale by Ken Jackson
401-289-2992 • ksj167@gmail.com

Recently built by Mike McClure of
Railroad Supply Corp.
Local Pickup Only

Call Ken for Details and Price
Club Business Update
continued from Page 3
the minutes was proposed by Walt Weber,
seconded by Bob Mitchell, and carried
unanimously.

Superintendent’s Report
— Mark Arsenault
The field is still inaccessible due to the wet
weather.
It will be a couple of weeks until the
tractor hydraulic valve is repaired.
The track is in pretty good condition.
The piles of brush collected earlier have
been chipped. Leaves have been blown,
the water hoses have been re-installed, and
the water barrels filled. Bob Newcombe
has been working on the track in the yard.
Air leaks have become evident all along the
steaming bays. They will be dug up and
repaired. A drain will be added to the air line.
The Saturday work day had about 15
attendees. Tents were erected, and the
kitchen tent put in order.
Arthur Street cleanup was completed.
Cleanup of brush and debris behind the
engine house has started in preparation for
the roof repair.
The RS-3 had an oil change.

Summer 2019

Old Business
Materials for the engine house roof repair
will be ordered soon. There was some
discussion about special tools for removal
of the old roofing material. The roof color
will be cocoa brown.
The old door code have been made
ineffective.
Last month, the membership resolved
that: The club should hire Hank Walter’s
band to play music for 3 hours for $300
on the Saturday of the Annual Meet.
Several members expressed concern about
several aspects of this resolution. These
included whether we might need to obtain
a concert permit, whether it was fiscally
responsible, whether a social event was
within the scope of the club’s charter,
and whether there was a possible noise
nuisance to our neighbors. Amelia
Jamieson proposed that: The club shall
rescind the resolution to hire Hank
Walter’s band to play music at the
Annual Meet. The motion was seconded
by Bill Miller and passed by 14 votes to
4, from a total of 20 eligible voters.
New Business
Frank Kreidemaker, sponsored by Jim
Abrams, was elected as a full member. Frank
has just purchased an Atlantic from Joe
Cardelle, and is building an 0-4-0.

FOR1-28S9 -2A9L92E
40

Mark Arsenault described the security
system he recommends for the engine
house. It has 10 cameras and will cost
approximately $738. Mark proposed that:
The club should agree the purchase of
a Lorex Model MPX1610UW security
system. The motion was seconded by
John Pilling and passed unanimously.
The collection of the the coal offered by Joe
Cardelle were discussed. It was agreed that
several members with pickup trucks would be
adequate for the job.
The Central Mass Model T club is interested in visiting for our June meet. They
are not the same organization that visited
before. It was suggested that they should
be warned about the condition of the
driveway, so they are not surprised.
Bob Mitchell proposed that: The Passenger loading area shall be named for Gerry
Finelli, in recognition of his many years
service to the club as Stationmaster. The
motion was seconded by Tom McCune
and passed unanimously.
There was a discussion about the compressed air distribution system, which
is seeing a lot of leaks after 20 years or
so. Several suggestions of how to repair
it were made. The Superintendent said
they would continue to make repairs using
flexible rubber hose, which has been successful so far.

continued Page 10
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Club Business Update
continued from Page 9
Amelia Jamieson volunteered to repaint the
steaming bays.
The locomotives that were for sale at
Pioneer Valley have been sold. There are
a couple of cars still unsold.

Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was proposed by John
Pilling, seconded by Amelia Jamieson, and
carried unanimously. The meeting was
adjourned by the President at 9:09 PM.

June 13, 2019
Minutes
The meeting was called to order by the President at 8:00 PM on June 13th at the WLS
track. 20 members were present.
The Minutes of the May 2019 meeting
were read by the Secretary. Acceptance of
the minutes was proposed by John Pilling,
seconded by Bob Mitchell, and carried
unanimously.

Superintendent’s Report
The Superintendent’s report was read by
the Secretary. A copy of the report is
appended to these minutes.

Old Business
A plaque commemorating Gerry Finelli is to
be installed in the passenger loading area.
We have volunteers for the cook tent for
the upcoming Van Brocklin Meet. We still
need train engineers, however. At least
four model T cars are expected to visit
on the day of the meet. They will come
and inspect the condition of the driveway
sometime before the meet. Walkie-talkies
will be needed for the meet.
Materials for the engine house roof were
delivered today, resulting in even more
ruts in the field. We are scheduling the
roof repair for 30th June, weather permitting. About 8 people will be needed.
New Business
Mark Hurdle suggested we try to book
a speaker on the topic of the recent
exploits of the UP Big Boy. He may have
a contact.
Finger Lakes Live Steamers’ 50th anniversary meet is going to be in early August.
10
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Montreal’s big meet is the week ending
30th June.
The President visited the recent Holliston
festival, where they had food trucks, with
an eye to using food trucks as an alternative to the cook test for the Annual Meet.
In his opinion, it is not a viable alternative,
though a visit from an ice cream truck
might be a good idea.
The President is now taking reservations
(and money) for the Annual Dinner.
Bob Mitchell had available some raffle
tickets to benefit the Worcester Model
Railroad club.
Howard asked if the club would be interested
in the donation of a wood chipper. He will
try to find out more details of the chipper.
It was remarked that the club’s cash flow
is in deficit for the year. The Treasurer
said this is not unusual at this time of
year, and we usually benefit substantially
from donations and other revenue at the
annual meet.
John Mentzer raised the question whether
it might not be better to hold monthly
meets on Saturday rather then Sunday.
There was some discussion, but there was
no evidence of strong feelings in favor of
such a change.
The club Hudson needs to go to Dario for
repair of the boiler tube. It was felt there
was no extreme urgency to do this, as the
leaking tube has been sealed off and the
engine is working satisfactorily. There was
some discussion about the engine’s drain

Mike Boucher with the Club Hudson at the
June 2017 Meet.

cocks being badly aligned and depositing
vast amounts of oil onto the rails, to the
great detriment of adhesion.

Superintendent’s Report
— Mark Arsenault
In spite of the weather and mechanical
setbacks this Spring, the Wednesday work
crew has been putting in a extensive effort
and it now appears the we are starting to
turn the corner and make some progress.
1. The large brush pile in the field
has been chipped and the area
cleaned up
2. New batteries have been installed
in the bulldozer and it now runs
but still out of service due to a
broken (very old) fan belt. The
installation of a new one is presenting a problem due to the hydraulic
pump shaft running through it.
We have a couple of options and
will decide which way in the next
couple of weeks.
3. The new hydraulic control valve
for the tractor has been installed
and works properly with no leaks.
4. The Engine house video monitoring system was ordered and
received with a surprising additional 25% discount. Bob Delisle
has taken it home to check it out
and get familiar with its characteristics. He reports that the
10 camera system performs as

Waushakum Journal

expected, similar to the entrance
shed system but with a larger disc
and more flexibility. I plan on
installing it after the roof is done.
5. Brush behind the Engine House
has been cleared back to provide
a work area when installing the
new roof.
6. John Pilling cut the grass in the
entire field Wednesday which
helped us locate the areas that
needed attention.
7.

Toilet trailer and handicap have
been swept and cleaned.

8. A load of driveway gravel has
been delivered and spread out on
the ruts and depressions in the
field area using the Waushakum
tractor along with Jim Davidson’s
with a back grading blade. Several
of the areas will again be revisited
next week. I’m also planning to
complete work on the rough areas
of the driveway next Wednesday
the 19th.
9. The large air leaks in steaming
bay #16 and the feed line near the
turn table controls were exposed
and will be addressed in the
coming weeks.
If anyone would like to form a small
working party and help by coming in this
weekend to fill in some of the smaller
holes, depressions and ruts in the field
and loading bay areas that we might have
missed today, it would be appreciated and
lessen the load on the Wednesday crew.
Remember this is your club and success is
in the details.
Respectively,
Marc Arsenault
WLS Superintendent

Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was proposed by Tom
McCune, seconded by Bob Foster, and
carried unanimously. The meeting was
adjourned by the President at 8:43 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,
Jed Weare (Secretary)

2019 Waushakum Calendar of Events
President, WLS Inc. James McGrath
Live Steam meets for May ~ October 2019 are listed below by date. Not listed:
New Year’s Day Meet on January 1st, 2020.
Unless noted, the Cook Tent is closed. Soft drinks are available at the soda
machine all season.
Saturday May 4th, 2019
Sunday May 5, 2019

8TH Annual Members Meet

Members Only
Cook Tent: Hot Dogs & Hamburgers

				
5 6 7
12 13 14
19 20 21
26 27 28

Sunday June 23, 2019

18TH Annual Van Brocklin Meet
Cook Tent: Hot Dogs & Hamburgers
Note: Fourth Sunday

M ay

1 2 3 4
8 9 10 11
15 16 17 18
22 23 24 25
29 30 31

Sunday May 19th, 2019
Spring Steam-up Meet

J une
							
2 3 4 5 6 7
9 10 11 12 13 14
16 17 18 19 20 21
23 24 25 26 27 28
30 31

17 Annual
NMRA HUB Division Meet
TH

Cook Tent: Hot Dogs & Hamburgers
Saturday August, 17, 2019

		
7
14
21
28

1 2 3 4 5 6
8 9 10 11 12 13
15 16 17 18 19 20
22 23 24 25 26 27
29 30 31

Summer Work Day
Annual Meet 2019 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Thursday August 22, 2019 6:00 pm

Annual Diner
August 23, 24, & 25, 2019

A ugust
					
4 5 6 7
11 12 13 14
18 19 20 21
25 26 27 28

49TH Annual Meet
Full Cook Tent • Saturday Night Dinner
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Sunday September 15, 2019

18TH Annual
Neighborhood Appreciation Day
Members & Invited Guests Only
Cook Tent: Hot Dogs & Hamburgers

Sunday, October 26, 2019

Fall Work Day

1
8
15
22
29

J uly

Sunday July 14, 2019

Sunday, October 20, 2019
Fall Blow-down Meet

Summer 2019

2019

Spring Work Day

1 2 3
8 9 10
15 16 17
22 23 24
29 30 31

S eptember
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30

O ctober
			
6 7
13 14
20 21
27 28

1 2 3 4 5
8 9 10 11 12
15 16 17 18 19
22 23 24 25 26
29 30 31

Happy Holidays
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The Waushakum Live Steamers, Inc.
P.O. Box 6034
Holliston, MA 01746

Wa u s h a k u m

Live

Steamers

2019 Annual Dinner

Thursday, August 22, 2019 • Happy Hour 6:00pm • Dinner 7:00pm

Buffet Style Dinner
Roast Beef
Chicken Marsala
Vegetable Lasagna

Tickets $30.00 per person
Reservations Required
by August 13, 2019

Where
49 Cedar Street / Route 85
Milford, MA 01757
508-478-7800
Mail Check to:
Waushakum Live Steamers Inc.• P.O.Box 6034
Holliston MA 01746-6034
Attn: Dinner

