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Photo 65: Waushakum Journal Editor J.B. 
Mentzer at the throttle of Monson No. 4 
on the Maine Narrow Gauge Railroad & 
Museum in the early 2000’s.

Top: Jim Davidson’s Norfolk Southern 
GE passes behind Page station, 
slowing for the restricted speed 
through Steeves Tunnel.

Left: Mike running the RS-3 at the 
Annual Meet in 2017.

Two Photos: JB Mentzer

Right: Pat Fahey shot this image of 
EMD FL-9 NH 2011, power for the 
South Coast Explorer. 
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Club Business Update
Jed Weare, Secretary

July 9, 2019
[The July Minutes were not available 
at Press Time. — Ed.]

August 8, 2019

Minutes
The meeting was called to order by 
the President at around 8:00 PM on 
August 8th at the WLS track.  16 
members were present.
The Minutes of the July 2019 meeting, 
which were taken by John Pilling in 
the absence of the Secretary, were 
read by the Secretary. Acceptance of 
the minutes was proposed by Walt 
Weber, seconded by Bob Mitchell, 
and carried unanimously.
Superintendent’s Report 
— Mark Arsenault
The Superintendent’s report was read 
by the John Pilling.  
[Report not available at Press Time. 
— Ed.]

Old Business 
The President informed the meeting 
that we had two visitors:  Sue Carlson, 
wife of former member Bob Carlson, 
and her daughter Jennifer.
The July meet was well attended 
by the NMRA Hub Division.  Tony 
Raiano and other members of his 
Model T club also brought vehicles 
to the meet.  About 110 meals were 
served to the visitors.  Apparently, we 
grossly over-estimated the amount of 
onions needed, and a lively discus-
sion about the correct amount of 
onions ensued.  The consensus is that 
4 pounds of onions is about right for 
160 burgers.
The engine house roof will be 
finished off in the fall, when the 
weather is not so brutally hot.
Last week was the 50th Anniversary 
meet of the Finger Lakes Live Steamers.  
The President went there, and gave a 
good description of the event.

continued Page 5

He was devoted to, and treasured by, 
his children, James and Ainsley, and 
their mother Karen, all of Lunenburg, 
MA. His loving family includes his 
parents, Richard and Beatrice Boucher 
of Georgetown, MA; his brother, 
Peter and his wife Patty of Sandown, 
NH; his sister, Suzanne Downs and 
her husband David of Versailles, KY; 
his nieces, Shondra, Sadie and Sarah 
and nephew Joshua, and many aunts, 
uncles, and cousins.
Michael was a graduate of George-
town High School and a proud 
alumnus of Boston College, with 
a dual degree in Mathematics and 
Computer Science. 
To say he was an avid railfan is an 
understatement. He was active in the 
Waushakum Live Steamers (WLS) 
in Holliston, MA, the New England 
Model and Engineering Society 
(NEMES) of Waltham, MA, the 
MetroWest O-Scalers and Northeast 
N-Trak railroad modeling clubs and 
Friends of the East Broad Top in 
Pennsylvania. His rail favorites include 
British engines and the Boston & 
Maine railroad. He could often be 

Michael Boucher
September 23, 1967 ~ October 5, 2019 

continued Page 4

found in his machine shop, working on 
his live steam B&M engine, or building 
one of his many steam engine models.
Michael loved his Boston sports, espe-
cially the Patriots and Bruins. He was 
convinced that the birth of his son 
helped the Red Sox win in 2004. 
He enjoyed bad Daddy jokes, much 
to his children’s chagrin. He could 
make a mean American Chop Suey, 
and his Boston Baked Beans were a 
staple at potlucks. He especially loved 
the outdoors - cycling, camping and 
hiking with friends and family in many 
of the mountains and trails in New 
England and the Adirondacks. 
In lieu of f lowers, the family asks 
that contributions be made in Mike’s 
memory to the Dr. Matthew David’s 
CLL Research Fund by check, 
payable and mailed to: Boston 
Marathon Jimmy Fund Walk, ATTN: 
Alexa Ramer, 10 Brookline Place, 6th 
Floor, Brookline, MA 02445.
Mike’s time with his family was extended 
thanks to those who selflessly donated 
platelets, as well as a stem cell transplant. 

Photo 1: Mike running the club Hudson at the 
2017 Annual Meet. Photo by J.B. Mentzer.
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Please consider saving a life by 
contacting your local Red Cross or 
1-800-RED-CROSS (www.recross-
blood.org) to donate platelets or 
one of the blood donor registries to 
register as a potential stem cell donor.
His gratitude for everyone who 
treated and cared for him at Dana 
Farber Cancer Institute, Brigham & 
Women’s Hospital and Mass General 
was profound. He constantly inspired 
all who came to know him with his 
quick wit and positive attitude.
A mass to celebrate Michael’s life 
was held at 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, 
October 10, 2019 at Our Lady of the 
Lake Catholic Church of Leominster, 
MA. Calling hours were held in the 
Church from 9 am until 10:45 am. 
Burial was be private.
The Lunenburg Chapel of the Saw-
yer-Miller-Masciarelli Funeral Homes, 
763 Massachusetts Ave., Lunenburg, 
has been entrusted with the care of 
Michael’s Funeral arrangements.
For further information please see 
www.masciarellifamilyfuneralhomes.net.
© 2019 Sentinel & Enterprise

continued from Page 3
Michael Boucher

Photo 2: James gives Ainsley a push at the 
Member’s Meet in 2013, Photo 3: Later in the 
day, Mike guides James running a boxcab. 
Photo 4: At the 2016 New Year’s Day meet, 
the WLS held a birthday celebration for Arthur 
Butler. Mike helps position the cake.
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NYC 8002, 1-in scale 2-8-2, rods down, May 2018.
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New Business 
Jennifer Carlson of Upton, daughter of 
former member Bob Carlson, was spon-
sored by Jim McGrath for Full member-
ship, was accepted by acclamation.
August 17th is a members’ work day, 
when we will do final prep for the 
Annual Meet.  The Annual Meet is in 2 
weeks, and we have two speakers for 
the Annual Dinner:  Blake Lamonthe, 
owner of the Steaming Tender Restau-
rant in Palmer, MA; and Steve Pon-
tarelli who will talk about the Finger 
Lakes 50th Anniversary Meet.  Bob 
Mitchell described some of Blake’s 
interests, which include live steam and 
the Western Mass Rail Coalition.
Sixty t-shirts have been ordered 
for the meet, in what the President 
described as “usable sizes”.  We have 
quite a few already in stock, but not in 
sizes that are in demand.
Tom McCune pointed out that the 
roof of the covered bridge is going to 
need renewal some time soon.
Walt Weber gave his regular 
pre-Meet pitch for volunteers to work 

at the Annual Meet.  Sign-up sheets 
for the various jobs were available.
The Annual Meet Saturday night dinner 
will again be provided by Paul Lopes.
The President reminded us that 
camping during the Annual Meet is 
available only for members, because 
of Holliston town regulations.  About 
half of the available slots have been 
reserved so far.
Bob Randall asked if and when space in 
the engine house would be available?  
Adjournment 
A motion to adjourn was proposed 
by Tom McCune, seconded by Walt 
Weber, and carried unanimously.  The 
meeting was adjourned by the Presi-
dent at 9:07 PM.
Respectfully Submitted, Jed Weare 
(Secretary)

September 10 2019

No Quorum Reached
There were too few members to attain 
a quorum, so the September business 
meeting was canceled.

continued from Page 3
Club Business Update

On Oct 12th 2019, the Mass Bay RRE 
sponsored a trip on the Mass coastal 
RR, the lines that we were going 
cover, were ex New Haven RR lines 
to Fall River, New Bedford, and also 
the lines going to Attleboro, thru 
Taunton, Mass 
The trip was sold out with 300 people 
riding the train, but we also had 
people that were chasing train, on the 
said route. Besides myself riding the 
train was WLS club member Gerald 
Barton  better known as Jerry, and 
his friend Stan. Gerald did not know 
about the trip, until I informed him 
during the clubs Annual Meet. 
As of this writing the lines are only 
freight only, but the line to New 
Bedford, is being rebuilt by the Mass 
Coastal for MBTA train service and 
should be opened by 2024, also to 
Fall River, Mass.
Our trip today, would leave from the 
MBTA, station at Middleboro/Lakeville 
station located in Middleboro, Mass.
Our Train would consist of two 
diesels one at each end of train, on 
head end next to the ACL Lounge 
car is Ex Canadian National 2008 
GP-9RM on the rear of the train 
is Ex New Haven RR FL-9m 2038 
renumbered to 2011,  two coaches 
built for the Long Island RR, 3007 
A & B plus Dome car Built for the 
Great Northern RR, the Prairie View, 
# 1394 and Lounge car Built for the 
Atlantic Coast Line RR # 257 our de-
parture time would be at 10 am, from 
the Middleboro/ Lakeville station, 
after the MBTA trains depart first.
But there would be a change in plan, 
the two MBTA trains one headed 
to Middleboro, from Boston, Mass 
and the one that left Middleboro,for 
Boston, Mass  were running late, and 
that would mean, our train would 
also be running late. We never did 
find out why the ( T) trains were 
running late? 

Riding the South Coast Explorer
Story and photos by Pat Fahey 

continued Page 11 

Ex-Canadian National 2008 at Myricks.Pat Fahey
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Annual Meet 2019
Photos by J.B. Mentzer August 23~25, 2019
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S T E A M  !

Photo 1: Chris McClure readies Ken Jackson’s 0-4--0 for 
a another run as Aaron Gonthier passes on the siding. 
Photo 2: Busy steaming bays! Photo 3: Ken Jackson 
attends to his 0-4-0. Photo 4: Observing the Yard 
Limit, Art Downer passes the station area on the main. 
Thanks Diner & T-Shirt Crews! Photo 5: Cook Tent 
Crew: Stephanie Abrams, Bob Randall, Helen Smith and 
Maureen McGrath. Photo 6: Claudette Gosselin and 
Kathy Arsenault.  

Photo 7: Tending the fire between runs. Photo 8: 
Passengers abound! Photo 9: Pop! The 4-4-2 awaits 
Engineer Cardelle. Photo 10: Meet at Page on the High 
Line. Photo 11: Jimmy Connor drifts by Page Station. 
Photo 12: Engineers Fahey and Connor double head 
the club’s 4064 and Jimmy’s 4-4-2.
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Annual Meet 2019 
Second Section2 - 819

Photo 13: Jim Davidson’s big General 
Electric C40-9W in Norfolk Southern 
“Thoroughbred” black livery departs the 
station station. Thanks Diner Crew! 
Helen Smith, Maureen McGrath and 
Teddy Weber. Photo 14: Walt Weber 
rings up Dave Remington and Lilly Mello. 
Photo 15: Teddy, Maureen McGrath, 
Helen, Stephanie Abrams and Bob Randal 
Photo 16: Chris Colby departs on the 
WLS RS-3. Photo 17: Joe Cardelle 13

14 15

16 17
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opens the throttle of his 4-4-2 with Dario 
Caiazzi as Conductor. Photo 18: Jennifer 
Carlson at the throttle of her dad’s EMD 
switcher. Photo 19: Unique to the 
PRR, this N5c cabin carries the markers 
of Steve Pontarelli’s High Line freight. 
Photo 20: Engineer Pontarelli heads 
fro Dimond Trestle. Photo 21: Brian 
Cunningham. Photo 22: Bob Randall 
heads for the turntable among the 
Steaming Bays at the end of the meet. 18

19 20

21 22

Page 9



10 Waushakum Journal

Annual Meet 2019 
third Section3 - 819

Photo 23: Norfolk Southern’s 
Thoroughbred livery is easily seen on 
Jim Davidson’s NS 9036 while passing 
behind Page station. Steeves Tunnel is 
just ahead. Thanks Dick Ball for the 
colorful annuals. Photo 24: Roland Poole 
clears the tell tale running his EMD F’s 
in the classic Canadian Pacific livery. 
Photo 25: Generations of Engineers 
pass on the Ground Line near Steeves 
Tunnel. Photo 26: Which is longer, the 
pony trestle or Jim Davidson’s impressive  
General Electric Dash-9? Photo 27: John 
Budzna’s 4-4-0 American portrays the 
colorful history of American Railroading.
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continued from Page 5 

Riding the South Coast Explorer

So as time passed by, the MBTA train 
did finally show up, just before 11 am, 
it was supposed to be in Middleboro, 
at 10:30 am. Because of the delay, of 
the MBTA, that has trackage rights 
over our train, we had to wait, for 
that train to enter and depart the 
station before our train, could enter 
the station. Also our train was running 
as an extra, meaning that the MBTA 
trains had superior track 
rights over our train, that 
was running as an extra.
So anyway, once the 
MBTA train departed for 
Boston, Mass, our train 
could finally enter    
The station. Once our 
train came in, and we 
boarded the train to our 
assigned cars and seats. 
We finally left the station 
around 11:15 our train 
headed west towards 
Cotley Junction, ex Mid-
dleboro Junction, at this 
point we are in CSX terri-
tory for 0,2 mile,  then we 
will enter Mass Coastal 
RR territory at Cotley. 
We would be headed 
down to New Bedford, 
Mass  Our train was now 
headed south, at about 
30 mph, because much 
track work has been done 
on the line.
Once we arrived in New 
Bedford, you could see, 
that a lot of work, has 
been done by the Mass 
coastal and the MBTA 
to get the track ready for commuters 
in the near future. But there was still a 
lot to be done, signal work, more track 
work, etc, in New Bedford, I could see 
where the engine house was located, 
plus turntable, has been replaced with 
yard track, the area has changed quite 
a bit, sense the last time Dick Bourinot 
and I visited New Bedford in 1986, at 
that time the Tender to New Haven 
I-4f, # 1388  was down there being 

used OIL storage for the Diesels. The 
tender was scrapped many years ago. 
[see SCR Running Extra, page 15 for 
photos.— Ed.]
At New Bedford, we were supposed 
to have a photo stop, but this was 
canceled because we were running so 
late, but it was decided that we would 
have a photo stop at Myricks/Swamp 

before we headed down to Fall River. 
Once we got to New Bedford, our 
train stopped at current end of track, 
we saw our engineer get off the 
train and head up to the diesel on 
the other end. We left New Bedford 
just after 12 pm, and headed back to 
Cotley Junction,  At Cotley Junction, 
we reversed ends and backed down 
towards, Myricks/Swamp junction, at 

this point we were let off the train. o 
take photos of each end of the train. 
We stayed here for about a half hour, 
then the H o r n was sounded on 
the diesel to re board the train so we 
could head to Fall River. Once we 
were re-boarded the train did make 
good time heading to Fall River. 
We made it down there in about 45 

minutes, but going back 
was another story. Again 
our engineer changed 
ends, as we left Fall River, 
we had slow orders for 
the return trip to Myricks/ 
Swamp junction, it took 
almost an hour and a half, 
because of the speed 
restrictions, we could only 
travel at 10 to 15 mph on 
the return trip back. 
Once we got back to 
Myricks, we headed to 
Cotley, and Attleboro, 
they were some on the 
train, that needed that 
mileage, I was one of 
them. But because of our 
late start we could only 
get as far at Taunton, 
milepost 10, close to the 
location to where the 
Taunton Central station 
was located. 
Again the engineer 
switched ends, at we made 
a fast trip back to the Mid-
dleboro, Lakeville MBTA 
station, we had to get the 
train unloaded, before 
the scheduled MBTA 
train could come in. Once 

our train was unloaded, it moved 
South,and cleared the platform, so the 
(T) train could enter the station. 
So was it a good trip, YES, there were 
delays, and the late start did not help, 
but as for myself, I always enjoy the 
Mass Bay RRE trips. Now all I had to 
do was to get home, via my car, from 
Milford, it was a 40 minute trip via 
495, from my house.

Ex-New Haven FL-9 2011 at Myricks.
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Neighborhood Appreciation Meet ~ A Look Back
Photos by J.B. Mentzer
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Neighborhood Appreciation Meet in 2019 was canceled due 
to concerns over mosquito-bourne illness.

Here’s a look back at previous September meets. Sharp-eyed 
readers may notice how the club as changed over the years.
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Blow Down Meet
Photos by J.B. Mentzer October 20, 2019

Photo 1: Chip McGinn running the boxcab built by John 
Pilling. Photo 2: Classic Boston & Maine livery on Dick Ball ‘s 
EMD switcher. Photo 3: Jim Davidson and NS 9036. Photo 4: 
Art Downer’s 2-8-0 splits the bents of Dimond Trestle. 
Photo 5: Treasurer Jim Abrams carefully guides his High Line 
4-6-4. Photo 6: Jim Davidson arrives at the station.
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As mentioned by author Fahey. Undated photos of the tender 
from a New Haven RR I-4 4-6-2, later used as an oil tank.

South Coast Explorer ... Running Extra
Photos by J.B. Mentzer

Photo 7: Lifting the pops, Russ Page’s 3/4 scale 2-8-0 tops the grade at Dimond 
Trestle. Photo 8: Bob Randall’s brightly painted American looks good in fall colors. 
Photo 9: Ahead: under Butler Bridge and the long climb. Photo 10: Joe Ng with 
Ed Coughlin and Jim Davidson.
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The Waushakum Live Steamers, Inc.
P.O. Box 6034
Holliston, MA 01746

FOR SALE
908-300 - 0001

Waushakum R.R. Freight House The Freight House is a place for live steamers to list 
items for sale to the Waushakum Journal audience.

 Tom Bee   4 Wheel   Passenger Trucks

List: $1,550

Brand New
Operating Vacuum Brakes

Asking $1,300
plus shipping from NJ

10” wheel base

George Parsons   908-300-0001
contact:

nyc5344gp@gmail.com
New Jersey Live steamers


