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President Jim McGrath and Walt
Weber for proofreading and Dan
Connor for managing distribution
of the Journal via email.
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A permit to operate on the line was
granted through the Rail Program of
Maine’s Department of Transportation.

Thank You ...

Designer & Photographer & Editor
J.B. Mentzer
creative@zekedev.com
webmaster

Waushakum Journal Editor J.B. Mentzer
and Hank Walther patrol the out of
service ex-Maine Central Mountain
Division in Maine in July 2016.

Clockwise from Top: .... Carrying the
drumhead for New York Central’s 1949
premier, all-Pullman Boston~Chicago
New England States, the lounge, sleeper,
observation Babbling Brook rolls east on
CSX’s Boston & Albany RR. .... Looking
right at home among the pine needles, Jay
Berry and this CP EMD SD40 climb the
grade to Page Station in 2017.

The Journal reserves the right to
edit any content received.
Stories may be corrected for
spelling, readability or to fit the
available space.
Photographs will be sized to fit
space allowed. Adjustments may
include cropping, rotating or adjusting prose for optimal appearance.

Babbling Brook: photos, Matt Betzner.
WLS: photo, J.B. Mentzer.
WJ 37:01 • v 1.0.7
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Club Business Update
Jed Weare, Secretary

October 11, 2018
Meeting called to order by president
at 8:02 pm with 17 member present.
President read the previous Secretary’s report with one correction on
donation report.
Minutes were accepted by Walt
Webber seconded by John Pilling
Superintendent’s Report
— Mark Arsenault
Air leaks for bays 3,4,5 repaired with
some small leaks remaining. However
air may still work on 1.
The Wednesday Work Crew removed
Tents, and some trees have been cut.
Grease on tracks causing slipping.
Some saw horses have been set up as
barrier for protection from trees by
handicapped area.
Old Business
Donation made by club to Paul Lopes’s
Church, All Saints Episcopal, in the
amount of 300.00. The church returned
a thank you letter to the club.
Roof on Engine house. Discussion on
new roof, Metal roof being preferred,
Tom McCune to look into prices, also
some discussion regarding warranty

Next meeting on Nov. 8 at the historical society

Superintendent’s Report
— Mark Arsenault

Question regarding next years
plowing. Going to check with Tony to
see if he is available.

Mark Arsenault presented the Superintendent’s Report. The last Scheduled Members Work Day had to be
cancelled due to rain; however, the
Wednesday work crew had done all
the necessary work to prepare the
track for the winter.

Also question regarding potluck for
New Years Day. Who will manage?
Adjournment

Motion to Adjourn was proposed by
One of the water standpipes in the
Amelia Jamieson at 9:01 pm, seconded station yard was found to be leaking.
by Mark Arsenault.
A defective ball valve was replaced.
Respectfully submitted,
The groundline track is again very
Robert Mitchell, Acting Secretary
greasy after the restoration to service
of the Hudson. This causes much
November 8, 2018
slipping and causes problems for the
signal system. Cleaning the track is
The meeting was called to order
difficult, but an attempt was made and
by the President at 7:32 PM on
November 8th at the Holliston Histori- some success achieved. This has been
an ongoing problem for many years,
cal Society house. 14 members were
and is also evident on the highline.
present for the meeting.
The Minutes of the October meeting, Several problem trees have been
removed; further removals are planned.
which were taken by Bob Mitchell,
were read by the Secretary. AccepDue to the unusually high rainfall, there
tance of the minutes was proposed
is standing water at several places on
by Walt Weber, seconded by Bob
the driveway. Not too surprising, since it
Newcombe, and carried unanimously. passes through wetlands.
The Secretary wishes to thank Bob
continued Page 8
Mitchell for standing in for him.
The Waushakum Live Steamers’ Engine House, named for Billy Van Brocklin.

New Business
Neighborhood appreciation went
well. Blow Down meet Oct 21 and a
Work Day sat after Oct meet.
Local cable tv wants to do a story on
club and track.
Crystal Room August, 22 2019 for
[the Annual Dinner].
The club received a letter from Young
family with a $500.00 donation from
the family to the club.
Shirt inventory shows 400 shirts
remaining. Mostly children’s and small
adult sizes with discussion of on
buying more XL & XXL shirts

Spring 2019
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Waushakum
R.R. Freight Report
House
Superintendent’s
Marc Arsenault • Photos by the Author

The Freight House is a place for WLS Members list live steam
items for sale to the Waushakum Journal audience.

Pat Fahey is offering these full-size steam whistles for sale.
For more information, email Pat directly. —Ed.
I have had the whistles for a number of years and would
like to see them go to a good home. For more information
please contact me via email. Faheypat22@yahoo.Com
Note all prices are firm, as is, where, is.

1

2

Ex Bangor & Aroostook / Belfast & Moosehead Lake RR,
the whistle is a 5 Chime, with a cast bronze base, with a
cast iron top, the whistle can be blown under, steam or air.

Former Canadian National. The whistle is a 5 chime, with
a cast bronze, base, with a cast iron top. The whistle can
be blown under steam or air.

The whistle was last used on the Belfast & Moosehead
Lake RR, on one of the 4-6-0’s brought from the BAR.

Price $1.200.00 Cash or bank money order.

Price $ 1,200.00 Cash or bank money order.
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A Chase of Seemingly Small Reasons:
The Babbling Brook over the B&A
Matthew Betzner * Photos by the author
Usually most of us think about train
chasing is for something extremely
special. Chartered excursions come
to mind, to think of a series of
classic passenger cars rolling along
pulled by either steam locomotives
or vintage diesels is one thing. Also
the American Association of Private
Railroad Car Owners’ who have
yearly conventions with cars gathering in the area. Although this past
year has not gone without major
bumps in the road. Major restraints
enforced by Amtrak have limited
when and where the cars can go.
As well as saying no to insuring and
running charted trains, which have
put mainline steam starts like ex-Milwaukee Road 261 and ex-Norfolk and

Western 611 sidelined at the moment.
It also forced the cancellation of the
AAPRCO’s special that was to run
from New Orleans up to Duluth in
September (although AAPRCO did
make do and put a backup plan in
place). So while these changes have
severely shackled private car movements, it hasn’t taken them away
entirely. Plus it has made it a good
time for me to delve as far as I can
into this world of Private Cars and see
how they can make things run when
times seem lean. I got quite ambitious, and maybe a little over my head
when I took it on myself to chase
one private car as it travelled across
the former Boston & Albany on the
afternoon of July 6, 2018.

So the setup, it begins with learning
the car coming towards me. The car
in question, is sleeper/lounge/observation car; Babbling Brook. Built
in 1949 for the New York Central,
the Brook called the B&A home for
most of its career on the NYC. It
along with four other cars carrying
a Brook name tailed the rear of the
New England States; an all Sleeper
train that ran between Boston and
Chicago. The car later would be sold
to the Canadian Pacific and named
Seaview, it changed hands many times
over the next several years, restored
and rebuilt many times (including
getting Babbling Brook name back on
her) before being purchased by John
Webb III and Webb Rail LLC.
Today Boston to Chicago service
comes in the form of Amtrak’s Lake
Shore Limited, and is a few cars that
join a longer section that comes from
New York City at Albany - Rensselaer. However this past summer,
due to track work at Penn Station
and the Empire Connection (which
allows Amtrak trains to access Penn
Station from the Hudson Line) the
Lake Shore Limited became simply

1

continued Page 9

Photo 1: The Boston section
of Amtrak’s Lake Shore Limited
rolls eastbound on the former
Boston & Albany at MP 162.
Photo 2: Former New York
Central sleeper, lounge,
observation Babbling Brook,
with the tail sign heralding New
England States, she definitely is
on home rails when she and her
Brook sisters traveled across
the B&A when running for the
New York Central RR.
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New Year’s Day Run
Photos by J.B. Mentzer

January 1, 2019

1
Photo 1: The engine crew attends to this pin-striped 3/4-in
4-4-4 needs at Cornell. Photo 2: With recent rain, the steaming
table pit is once again awash. Photo 3: With rods-ablur, the
4-4-4 takes aim at the climb to Butler Bridge. Photo 4: Club
Treasurer Jim Abrams tends to his 1-in scale 4-6-4 in 2013
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Photo 5: Jay Berry’s Action Red CP SD40-2 looks great
against the fallen pine needles on the climb from Butler
Bridge. during last years NYD meet. Photo 6: The
photoline forms in 2016 as this 3/4-in Bellpaire-boilered
4-6-2 gets fire reworked near Page. Photo 7: Jimmy Connor
prepares his 1-in 4-8-2 for winter storage ... this year.

Now collecting names for a
2019 order.
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Waushakum Name Tags

To Order:
Email your name as you
would like it appear to
WLS Editor J.B. Mentzer
(creative@zekedev.com).

$10.00 EA
Spring 2019

Features: full color cloisonné Indian head
applied to 1-in x 3-in plastic name tag in the
WLS colors of creme and burgundy.

Order by June 23, 2019
for delivery in August.
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Club Business Update
continued from page 3
The President thanked the members
of the Wednesday work crew for all
their work this year, and throughout
the many previous years.
Old Business
The replacement of the engine house
roof with a metal roof was discussed.
Tom McCune has talked with a
roofing supply firm in Worcester
and estimates the cost of materials
at $3.15 per square foot, or about
$4,000 roofing material and $1,000
for fasteners. It is estimated a roofer
would charge $12,000 to $15,000 to
do the job. The consensus was that
this is something the members could
do. There was discussion about a
possible advance purchase of materials in order to avoid price increases
before next year. Tom McCune will
investigate this further.
Sturbridge Village does not want our
unwanted coal.
In past years, Tony Riano has plowed
the driveway for the New Year’s
Day Meet, but he is not currently a
member. We are grateful to Tony for
past efforts, but an alternative arrangement may be needed if it snows.
Volunteers are needed to provide
food for the pot luck lunch at the
New Year’s Day Meet.
New Business
The Blowdown Meet was a success.
Holliston Access Cable TV was
present to do a story on the club.
Pat Fahey has decided he will no
longer be able to do the mowing at
the track, after more than 30 years.
The President expressed his thanks
for the enormous amount of effort
Pat has put into the mowing and
other club work. John Pilling has
volunteered to take over the mowing
for next year.
We have a lot of unsold T-shirts in
unpopular sizes, but we do need to
buy more of the popular sizes. The
Indian Head design was considered
8

the most desirable. Howard Gorin
asked if the design might be considered offensive by some, but we have
had no complaints and the design
relates to the club’s name and history.
There was still no news on the status
of Dario’s shop.
The next meeting will be on December
13th at 7:30PM at the Holliston Historical Society house. Nominations will
be opened for the election of Officers
for 2019, the election to be held at the
AGM in January.
It was reported that Larry Micol’s
mother has passed away. Our condolences to Larry
Joe Cardelle is interested in the 3-bay
sink that was removed from behind
the entrance shed.
Bob Newcombe said that the club
riding cars are in need of some servicing before the next season.
Walt Weber recommends solicitation
of some food test volunteers for next
year. He said he would not be able to
continue his participation without some
definite assurances of adequate help.
Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was proposed by
Bob Foster, seconded by John Pilling,
and carried unanimously. The meeting
was adjourned by the President at
8:33 PM.

December 13, 2018
Minutes
The meeting was called to order
by the President at 7:33 PM on
December 13th at the Holliston
Historical Society house. 19 members
were present for the meeting.
The Minutes of the November
meeting were read by the Secretary. Acceptance of the minutes
was proposed by Walt Weber,
seconded by Bob Newcombe, and
carried unanimously.

Superintendent’s Report
— Mark Arsenault
Mark Arsenault presented the Superintendent’s Report.
There have been no Wednesday
work sessions since last meeting. The
Superintendent mentioned some areas
of concern for the spring:
Flooding of the driveway is caused by
a blocked culvert. A temporary fix has
been made, a permanent fix will be
made in the spring;
Belts on the compressor are slipping.
Some belt dressing has been purchased, but the belts may need
replacement;
The hydraulic valves on the tractor are
leaking and will need to be replaced.
The AC in the Hilton was not
working last summer. The heat pumps
will probably need replacement. They
may be OK for the New Year’s Day
Meet, but it depends on the weather;
The big project for the spring will be
the engine house roof replacement.
Old Business
The President re-stated Walt Weber’s
concerns about the lack of volunteers
for the public meets, and a general
discussion ensued. The consensus was
that to get more volunteers, we need
more members. Jim Abrams suggested
inviting more Model Railroad clubs
to meets, as they are a likely source
of new members. Advertising was
mentioned, one possibility being at
Model Train shows, as we have done
in the past. Amelia Jamieson suggested contacting Vocational Schools
to involve the students in projects.
John Pilling said he has observed a
sharp decrease in the use of the track
at off-meet times, which he thought
signaled a general decrease in interest
in the hobby.
Tom McCune has contacted the
roofing supply company about
material for the engine house roof.
They need a detailed drawing of the
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Chasing Babbling Brook
continued from page 5
roof before they can provide pricing.
The President will try to locate the
drawing that was done when the
permit was obtained.
Tony Riano has agreed to plow the
driveway for the New Year’s Day
Meet, should it be necessary
Pot luck food is needed for the New
Year’s Day Meet.
Holliston Cable Access visited and did a
TV show about the club. It was agreed
it was well done. A copy of the show
would be useful for publicity purposes.
New Business
Nominations for Officers for 2019
are open.
Dues are due. Please use the coupon
in the newsletter when paying.
Joe Cardelle will take the surplus sink
from behind the entrance shed.
The President is going to price some
Tee shirts. He believes that two colors
will be sufficient.
The next meeting will be on the AGM
on January 10th at 7:30PM at the Holliston Historical Society house. The
election of Officers for 2019 will be
held at that meeting.
Jim Abrams said that Dick Ball recommends that all engineers on passenger
trains carry radios so that they can call
for help more expeditiously. This will
be investigated.
Mark Arsenault reminded the meeting
that we need to look into additional
security cameras in the Engine House.
Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was proposed
by Tom McCune, seconded by Bob
Mitchell, and carried unanimously.
The meeting was adjourned by the
President at 8:38 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,
Jed Weare
Secretary

Spring 2019
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a through train between Boston and
Chicago. Ironic enough on this day
I followed the Babbling Brook, on a
CHI-BOS through train again (the car
only traveled Rensselaer to Boston on
this day).
Amid stormy
weather in
the beginning
of the day,
it was clear
skies arriving
in upstate
New York. I
originally was
going to start
in Canaan,
but being
in contact
in John, he
told me they
were being
held west of
Chatham to
allow a freight
to clear. That
gave me
enough time
to jump down
to town before
they arrived. They stopped just past
the depot, owing to a work crew
around the corner making them stop
before they could proceed through.
I went back to Canaan, and found a

Photo 3: The Babbling Brook drifts downgrade
from the Berkshires as she and the Lake Shore
pass the historic depot in Chester, MA.

perfect photo spot right on the state
line. Perfect as it included at least
the rear of the Brook by the MASS
marker post
along with the
New England
States tail
sign, as she
entered New
England once
again.
From Canaan,
it was then a
drive for me
on the Mass
Pike then off
onto Route
20 going
across the
Berkshires to
Chester. Since
448 was going
north towards
Pittsfield,
I knew I’d
have a better
chance of
beating them to Chester, which would
be the first place Route 20 and the
B&A meet up again. Setting the depot

continued Page 10
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Chasing Babbling Brook
continued from page 9
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Photo 4: Running alongside the Quabaog River Reservoir, the
Babbling Brook is seen at one of the photogenic locations on the
B&A at West Warren, MA. Photo 5: A last look at Soutboro, 28
miles from MP 0, South Station, Boston.

as part of the backdrop, I only waited for approximately 10 minutes when they came around the curve
and past the depot. From here towards Springfield,
Route 20 and the B&A are roughly parallel to each
other until Huntington, where the tracks cross to
the north side of the Westfield River. Driving along
I couldn’t quite make out the train through the trees,
and also needing to stay focused on the winding
road going down towards Westfield.
After cutting through town center I hopped back
onto the Pike and headed towards Palmer, but I had
no interest in going to the diamond. I instead turned
north off the Pike towards Thorndike and then
across Old Warren Rd heading to West Warren.
This area along the Quaboag River is known for
pictures off the South Street Bridge with the B&A
passing the Quabaog River Reservoir here as well
the old mill building located on the south side of
the river. I had gotten here in plenty of time, John
informing me of their progress from Springfield,
and notified me of them passing Palmer, just under
10 miles away. 10 minutes later, the engine rumbled
through the forest and soon the train emerged
and raced under the bridge. The picture perfect
shot of the New England States at a well known
New England photogenic location (even made the
cover for the October ’18 edition of the MBRRE’s
10
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2019 Waushakum Calendar of Events
President, WLS Inc. James McGrath
Callboy) and that seemed to cap the
day for me.
Seeing as how the path back to the
Pike would be very slow and the
speed the Limited could do, it seemed
I wouldn’t have a chance to catch up. I
was wrong however; I found out there
would be a commuter train around
the time the Limited would arrive into
Worcester, and they would wind up
following the commuter eastward.
I figured it could possibly hold him
up just enough, to let me get to one
more location. I quickly homed in on
Southborough station, a simple and
quick path to get there, including
doing nearly a square route to reach it
(495-9-85). I reached there just as the
inbound was leaving. My assumptions
were confirmed when John informed
me they were passing Westboro,
somewhere I have to be carrying a
golden horseshoe somewhere. Nevertheless, as the days light was settling
down, for the last time this afternoon,
I snagged a shot of the Brook, this
time in the home stretch on home
trackage. Seeing the car round the
curve out of sight made me reflect
on this unusual afternoon. It was just
for one car, but for a car with such
a history to the region. I even had
a chance to see more when I made
a brief visit to the car while parked
in Boston South Station during the
weekend. I even took a peak at their
photograph album, showing a collection of the photos amassed of their
car through the years, and I had a
photo from each location sent to them
from the chase for a future edition of
their yearbook.
As for the chase, would I do it again?
Well, not for something small like that
again over a long distance, but at least
I have the memories of putting this
unique chase together, literally at the
last moment.

Live Steam meets for May ~ October 2019 are listed below by date. Not listed:
New Year’s Day Meet on January 1st, 2020.
Unless noted, the Cook Tent is closed. Soft drinks are available at the soda
machine all season.
Saturday May 4th, 2019
Sunday May 5, 2019

8TH Annual Members Meet

Members Only
Cook Tent: Hot Dogs & Hamburgers

				
5 6 7
12 13 14
19 20 21
26 27 28

Sunday June 23, 2019

18TH Annual Van Brocklin Meet
Cook Tent: Hot Dogs & Hamburgers
Note: Fourth Sunday

M ay

1 2 3 4
8 9 10 11
15 16 17 18
22 23 24 25
29 30 31

Sunday May 19th, 2019
Spring Steam-up Meet

J une
							
2 3 4 5 6 7
9 10 11 12 13 14
16 17 18 19 20 21
23 24 25 26 27 28
30 31

17TH Annual
NMRA HUB Division Meet

Cook Tent: Hot Dogs & Hamburgers
Saturday August, 17, 2019

		
7
14
21
28

1 2 3 4 5 6
8 9 10 11 12 13
15 16 17 18 19 20
22 23 24 25 26 27
29 30 31

Summer Work Day
Annual Meet 2019 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Thursday August 22, 2019 6:00 pm

Annual Diner
August 23, 24, & 25, 2019

A ugust
					
4 5 6 7
11 12 13 14
18 19 20 21
25 26 27 28

49TH Annual Meet
Full Cook Tent • Saturday Night Dinner
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Sunday September 15, 2019

18TH Annual
Neighborhood Appreciation Day
Members & Invited Guests Only
Cook Tent: Hot Dogs & Hamburgers

Sunday, October 20, 2019
Fall Blow-down Meet

Fall Work Day

1
8
15
22
29

J uly

Sunday July 14, 2019

Sunday, October 26, 2019

Spring 2019

2019

Spring Work Day:

1 2 3
8 9 10
15 16 17
22 23 24
29 30 31

S eptember
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30

O ctober
			
6 7
13 14
20 21
27 28

1 2 3 4 5
8 9 10 11 12
15 16 17 18 19
22 23 24 25 26
29 30 31

Happy Holidays
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The Waushakum Live Steamers, Inc.
P.O. Box 6034
Holliston, MA 01746

