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Tower Talk Don Cornell

Report from the Superintendent of Works

Hi all, come on in, wipe your feet though. The
snow is sure building up out there but it is nice and
warm here in the tower. Pull up a chair, there is so much
to tell you about since the last time you stopped by.
In the late fall the members decided to do
something with the containers. You know the ones we
use to store the cars in. It was time to make a move to
improve its use. Steve Gallagher, was called in and he
suggested digging out the loam down to solid ground,
installing crushed gravel topped with stone to support
the two containers and keep them free of ground water.
Fourteen feet separated the containers; this space was
then topped with a six-inch pad of reinforced concrete.
The pad ended up fourteen by forty feet in size. This will
be roofed over in the spring to form the repair shop and
two car barns. Steve and his crew made quick work of
this job and all agree it looks great. We can’t wait to
move on with this project.
Dave Remington, said to me one day, as we ate
our lunch here in the tower, why don’t you and I get
together and do something with the inside of the Hilton.
So I broached the subject with the members at the next
meeting. The go ahead was given, so Dave and I along
with Pat Fahey, Bob Newcombe, Jed Weare and Marc
Arsenault moved ahead with the project. First we
emptied the building. Some things went into the trash,
the rest was moved into the red container. The old floor
tiles were torn up, the ceiling painted, walls cleaned and
the windows washed. The next job was a big one,
installation of the new floor tile supplied by Jim Gordon.
Marc, built a sixty-pound floor roller out of old parts he
found in his junk box to roll the new tile tight to the floor.
This worked like a charm. New base trim was added
along with the doors for the storage closet. New zero
start high efficiency lighting was installed. The lube chart
once a fixture at Norfork street now graces our wall once
again. A coffee kitchen along with an open gathering
area adds a nice touch to the whole building.
We all agreed when you see the end results you
will be more than glad to wipe your feet before entering.
Well that’s about it from the Tower this time. I
hope you had a wonderful Christmas and Holiday
Season and may your New Year be filled with blessing,
love, health and prosperity.

Bob Newcombe
So far this winter has been good to us and the
track is in excellent shape, both ground and hi-line. The
team working on the Hilton have done an excellent job
installing the floor, painting the ceiling and putting in
new lights. The inside now looks much bigger. A welldone to everyone who helped on this project and the
numerous projects this past year, making 2006 another
year of outstanding accomplishments!

WLS Construction Projects at the Track
Page Station
Built off-site by Russ Page with help from Ken
Chenard and erected at the club last fall. Our
Superintendent of Works reports that the deck will be in
front and back, with some benches on it-- a good spot
to watch trains go by. Steady progress is being made
with the help of Howard Bailey, Joe Cardelle, Don
Cornell, Ed Delaney, Jim O’Brien, Dave Remington,
along with many other members on Saturdays and
during the many warmer week days.

Con’t. on page 5

Photo by Joe Ng
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from the Editor.... Joe H. Ng
The Journal is the greatest way our club can
communicate with one another, and to the live
steam/small scale RR community. We printed our
Journal last October after a brief recess, and I am
pleased to report that the enthusiasm for the Journal’s
success has never diminished! It is such a pleasure be
the Editor, and to receive the warm support of the
Waushakum members. We are looking forward to many
future newsletters filled with stories about club events,
construction tips, fan trips, RR interests, for sale/swop
and much more! Just keep the articles coming in, all
subjects are welcomed!
On a further note.... your editor wishes to
express recognition and a very warm thanks to the club
officers, all the project leaders and workers at
Waushakum for the many innovative tasks accomplished
to date, and that are still ahead of us.
The group leaders are highly accomplished and
are natural leaders that are focused, and will get the job
done with the help of the hardworking membership!
Some of these goals are vast in comparison to model
RR proportions and recognitions needs to be credited to
those that are putting out the efforts. The challenges are
still great ahead of us, but Waushakum Live Steamers
will always be taking the lead in Live Steam, and we will
get the job done!
Happy New Year to all and let’s look forward to a
great, safe season in 2007.

2007 Election Results
The following officers were re-elected at the WLS
general meeting on January 11, 2007:
President - Jim O’Brien, Vice President - Don Cornell
Treasurer - Jim Abrams, Secretary - Jim McGrath

Club Meeting Highlights
October
Don Cornell made a suggestion of looking into having a
concrete pad poured at the storage container area and
will get competitive quotes from contractors. The club
approved Don to get bids. The aim is to let the two
containers sit on a level gravel bed at either side of the
concrete pad. In the future, the pad will have a roof and
become an enclosed area, possibly for a shop.
November
The club approved the concrete pad bid and work will
begin immediately. Don Cornell, upon conferring with
Dave Remington suggested that this would be a good
time to do some interior maintenance to the Hilton since
we don’t use the space for our meetings in the winter
months. With club approval, Don will head up the Hilton
interior renovations. Painting, new floor tile, and new
light fixtures are planned for completion by the January
meet. Also, Jim O’Brien is working with the Club’s Board
of Directors with proposed changes in the club’s
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By Laws. A mailer will be sent to all members before
the December meeting outlining the various proposed
changes in preparation for discussion and a vote.
December
A report from Don that the concrete pad project is
complete for this season. Work is progressing well
with the Hilton as a weekly work group forges ahead.
All members received by mail the proposed By Laws
changes. Discussion was focused on the language
pertaining to the membership categories of the
proposed By Laws. It was decided to rewrite another
By Laws draft of the regular and junior membership
description and mail it to club members for review and
to continue on with the discussion at the January
monthly meeting.
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October 2006 Blowdown Meet
The Waushakum Blowdown meet was held on
Sunday Oct. 15, 2006. It was a bright cool Fall sunny
day. It had frosted for quite a few mornings now that we
are headed into cooler weather. The cover of frost over
the rails proved to be quite a hindrance for the highline
engines especially leaving the transfer table switch and
the curve under the Butler Bridge. With the help of the
sun’s rays and the handy sand car, traction was
restored. This hardly ever is a problem on the ground
line. On the highline, we had as many as 14 engines
running or being shown. Ground line activity was also
brisk with as many as 12 engines running, many of
which were giving safe rides throughout the day to
guests. This was also a time for the engineers to start
making their winter “to do” lists as they go over the
necessary repairs and overhauls accumulating from the
season’s run. There were many visitors during the day
as well as out of town Live Steamers from Pennsylvania,
Long Island and Delaware. VP Don Cornell tells that
the Blowdown meet is our final formal meet of the
season. It is mostly ceremonial because members run
till “the snow flies”, as in the old Norfork St. slogan. The
actual blowdown of the water lines will probably be at
the end of October, depending on the weather
conditions says Don. Our die hard Live steamers will
more than likely continue to run during colder weather,
often hauling the water or running a hose from the
entrance utility shed. Word has it that we may be in a
trend for global warming leading to milder winters—
could this mean our run days will be extended?
However, we probably should not go down this siding
because we are coal burners.

Bill Roberts shows his work in progress on his massive
Rio Grande Southern #20 4-6-0 narrow gauge.
Photo by Joe Ng

See more Blowdown meet pictures at:
www.SteamingPriest.com/wls and
www.geocities.com/misssit/wlshome.html

Blowdown meet

Photo by Joe Ng

Blowdown meet

Photo by Joe Ng

Blowdown meet

Photo by Joe Ng
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Mass Bay RRE Photographers’ Special
by Pat Fahey
On Oct 22, 2006 I left Milford, heading down to
Hyannis, Mass for the Photographers’ Special on the
Cape Cod Central, which was put on by the Mass Bay
RRE. The trip would run from Hyannis, Mass to
Buzzards Bay and return.
Our train would consist of, RS-3M #1201 and 3
coaches. The RS-3M was built in 1951 by Alco for the
New York Central #8246. The Alco got reworked by
EMD in 1984. The short hood got lowered (chop-nosed)
and re-motored with an EMD 645BC. The Cape Cod
Central is the unit’s seventh owner. As for the 3 coaches
in the group, they were ex-Long Island coaches. As the
amount of people riding on the train, our group
consisted of only 57 people, so we had more than
enough room.
Our train left the Hyannis Depot at 10:30 a.m. for
Buzzards Bay. We had 6 photo runs, with the first one
just 2 miles out of Hyannis at Camp Station, the others
were at West Barnstable where we had an extended stop
to meet with the Lunch train which was headed to
Sagamore. Also here we got to tour the station and visit
the Cape Cod Model Railroad Club. In the same area
are two ex-D&H cabooses; one is used by the railroad
club, and the other is on an unused siding. We had to
wait here until the Lunch train returned from Sagamore
allowing us one and a half hours to visit.
After the train left the station, we had the railroad
to ourselves. Once we cleared the siding, it was off to
the next photo stop. East Sandwich would have a double
photo stop within a 1/3 of a mile of each other.
Our next photo run would be at Bourne within
site of the railroad lift bridge. From here we headed for
Buzzards Bay after the bridge got lowered. After
crossing the bridge we had a photo run with the train
crossing the lift bridge.
At Buzzards Bay, the locomotive changed ends.
Our first photo run was the train crossing the bridge over
the canal, just west of the station. We boarded the train
for our next and final photo run at Canal Junction, this is

Mass Bay RRE Photographers’ Special Oct. 22, 2006.
First photo stop at Yarmouth, MA.
photo by Pat Fahey
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were the Falmouth line joins the line from Hyannis.
Again once we’re on board and headed southbound to
make another stop. But not for photo's... we had too
rescue the Cape Cod Dinner train which was broke
down at Sagamore. So we pulled up aside the train, and
towed it back to Hyannis. We got back to the station
about 45 minutes late because of this extra activity. But
I had a great time, I always like the short line trips best,
because you have more time to do things. One more
thing to say, sitting on a siding in Sandwich, Mass is a
privately owned sleeper, Sheyenne River # 1266. This
sleeper was owned by the Great Northern Railroad. At
one time she was part of the Steamtown collection in
Vermont. Well there you have it, I hope you like the
story of the trip. If you need more information on the
Cape Cod Central, go online to www.capetrain.com, or
you can call toll free 888-797 7245. The railroad is
located on 252 Main St., Hyannis, Mass.

Conway Scenic Railroad by Graham Foster

It was a beautiful Autumn day with glorious New
England foliage. Coal smoke filled the air as we rode
ex- Canadian National class 0-18 0-6-0 No. 7470. Jed
Weare and I took the fan trip. It was an excellent day full
of photo opportunities, a trip all fans would enjoy.
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WLS Construction Projects at the Track cont.

Storage Container Pad and Hilton Renovation

Track Signals Photo by Joe Ng

The concrete pad project for the storage
container area progressed very quickly and smoothly. It
could not have been timed better, just before the winter
snow, and more importantly, before the spring mud.
The project duration from the time of club approval (Oct.
12) to having the 2 containers back in place took only
about a month. Meanwhile, our VP Don Cornell
suggested that since the running season is over and we
have club meetings at the masonic lodge, it would be a
great time to do some renovation work inside the Hilton.
A motion passed at the November meeting allowing the
necessary interior improvements. The following
Saturday (Nov. 11) had a big turnout of workers to
empty the Hilton's contents into the awaiting, leveled
storage containers. Our Saturday workers were Marc
Arsenault, Arthur Butler, Joe Cardelle, Don Cornell, Ed
Delaney, Pat Fahey, Jim McGrath, Joe Ng, Dave
Remington, Charlie Reynolds, and Jed Weare. Don
kept the club informed on the Hilton’s progress thru
email to the members. The target date for the Hilton’s
interior completion is for the New Year’s Day Meet. As
of this writing, looks like the date should be met!

Signal work is moving right along due to the
efforts of Jed Weare and his son Alex. We’ll keep you
updated with a report from Jed in a future Journal.

Steaming Bay Awning by Dave Remington
After spending a few summer afternoons in the
steaming bays with the sun beating down from above
and with heat radiating up from the ballast beneath your
feet, a few of the members suggested that providing
some shade in that area would be a good idea. There
were a few ideas put forward ranging from planting
trees, which would look nice but not provide instant
gratification, to erecting a circular tent over the steaming
bays surrounding the turntable. The design decided
upon was to erect awnings over the steaming bays
adjacent to the transfer table.
Work commenced a few weeks before the
August meet. Sections of railroad ties were set in the
ground as a base and the tent frame was raised on
them. After the frame was completed, all moving bodies
in the area were drafted to stretch the covering over the
frame and fasten it to the frame.
While the covering was intended to provide
protection from the sun, it provided an unexpected
benefit on the first day of the meet when it rained all day.
The awning over the steaming bays provided a shelter
for people to gather and also allowed a few hearty souls
to fire up there engines and run on the high line.

Photo by Joe Ng

Ground breaking under the capable hands of
Don Cornell at the container storage area. Photo by Joe Ng

The 14’ x 40’ pad is being poured, requiring 2 cement
trucks and 3 workers. Photo by Joe Ng
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Almost there!
Moving day at the Hilton on Saturday Nov. 11, thanks for
the great turnout! Photo by Marc Arsenault

photo by Marc Arsenault

Member locomotive construction news....
by Russ Steeves
Fewer engines are being built these days and I
thought some of these pictures might be appropriate for
the Waushakum Journal. I took these pictures at
Dario's shop in Clinton, MA.
Dario is making great progress on his
Sturbridge Lion. He has just completed all the walking
beam hardware and the engine rolls beautifully. John
Graham (steam boat, Mary Seaver) has been assisting.
I talked him into using a Briggs boiler having been
convinced by Don Cornell that it's the way to go for a
simpler good steaming boiler.

Hilton contents going into temporary storage.
Photo by Marc Arsenault

Dario Caiazzi’s 1.5” Sturbridge Lion, photo Russ Steeves

Wanted for the newly renovated Hilton:

Dave Remington and Don Cornell are doing a great
job laying vinyl tile at the Hilton, photo Marc Arsenault

- 36” kitchen cabinet base and counter top for
coffee station
- Small counter top micro wave oven
Please contact our VP Don Cornell
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New Year’s Day 2007 Meet
Winter finally caught up with us after a long mild
stretch that extended our running season into New
Year’s Eve. Despite the freezing rain for the New Year’s
Day meet, a crowd of more than two dozen were on
hand for the annual gathering. All met in the newly
renovated Hilton and were amazed at the new spacious
fresh interior. This was a great time for members to
catch up with the latest news on club stuff and member
projects. Some members opened the engine house and
Chris Colby even ran his ground line diesel with five
riding cars in tow. Chris offered rides and some
members braved the cold rain with him. The ride was
smooth and uninterrupted with excellent traction despite
the wet and slush covered rails. This was the first New
Year’s meet we had rain. We had many meets with
freezing weather and occasionally snow, which doesn't
seem to hinder the turnout. The only thing that was
missing at this New Year’s meet was the
traditional bonfire.
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For Sale
Maine 2 Footer
2 inch scale for
4 3/4” gauge track.
Only run 20 hrs.
Sandy River #1 proven
runner, propane fired.
Built by machinist with
45 years experience.
No castings used.
$15,000.00.
Don Cornell (508) 883-9795, eustis@netzero.net
45mm “G” scale
1/2 Inch scale
radio controlled
live steam engine
and all accessories.
New over $800.00!
$600.00 or Best offer.
Bob Huston
(781) 447-0100
TheBrassCaboose@comcast.net

Calendar of Events

Some New Year’s Day Meet Attendees in the spacious
Hilton above and below right

Feb. 8, 2007
February Club Meeting
Charles River Museum of Industry
Feb. 17, 2007
Model Engineering Show
Mar. 8, 2007
March Club Meeting
Apr. 12, 2007
April Club Meeting
May 19, 2007
Boy Scout Sleepover and Clean-up
May 20, 2007
Spring Steam-up
NO food - Soda only
June 24, 2007
6th Annual Van Brocklin Meet
Hot dogs and Hamburgers
July 15, 2007
5th Annual Antique Car Club Meet
Hot dogs and Hamburgers
Aug. 23, 2007
WLS Annual Dinner
Aug. 24, 25, 26, 2007
WLS 37th Annual Meet
Full Cook tent
Sept. 23, 2007
6th Annual Neighborhood
Appreciation Meet, By Invitation
Hot dogs and Hamburgers
Oct. 21, 2007
Fall Blow-down Meet
NO food - Soda only

Note: Feb., Mar., Apr. Club meetings held at the
Masonic Hall in Holliston.


Chris Colby with his diesel and five riding cars ready
for a New Year’s Day ride! photo by Joe Ng

The Journal wants your article for
the April newsletter!
Submit photos, construction tips, for sale and trade,
railroad interests, old newsletter articles, letters to the
editor, calendar of events, workshop news, and more.



Waushakum Journal

8

J a n u a ry 2007

Storage container area pad completed in about a
month’s time, just before winter snow and next spring’s
mud. Ready for next phase of construction; enclosure
for shop area and car barn.

Newly renovated Hilton interior ready for next
season’s club activities. Please wipe your feet!

photo by Joe Ng

photo by Marc Arsenault and Joe Ng
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