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Waushakum Journal

Superintendent’s Report
by Bob Newcombe

First I would like to thank Don Cornell for the years that he had put in on this job. Some people did not realize how much 
effort he had done for the club so I have some big shoes to fi ll and I hope we can all work together.

A lot has been done at this present site  in the short time we have been here. Things have slowed down a bit, yet there are 
some things to fi nish up and we will keep forging ahead.

Next year we are putting in a double crossover out near the branch to the wilderness division and a couple of sidings on 
the wilderness division.  Then we can run in opposite direction at the same time.

Our switch builder John Pilling is busy building switches for us and doing an excellent job.  Good work John!

Now that we have the new container we have been able to put away some of the stuff that is left in the winter weather 
and is now under cover.  Page station has been secured.  We were going to leave the door open for the turkeys but have 
decided otherwise. The tower needs to be fi nished on the inside, for instance, puttying up the nail heads and painting 
them.

Happy New Year and hope to see more of you next year, because the work crew is getting smaller and we need your  help  
and support.  As we get bigger it takes more to manpower to maintain our railroad. •

From the Editor

I would like to appologize for not publishing an October 2005 
issue and for being so late with the January 2006.  However, 
due to my responsibilities in the parish, it has become very dif-
fi cult to fi t this important project into my busy schedule.  I am 
greatful to all those who have submitted articles and pictures 
for the WLS Journal since I became editor with the January 
2003 issue.  It is time to pass on the tourch.  I would ask all of 
you to help support the new editor with your articles, pictures 
or whatever you might feel would be of interest to the readers 
of the Waushakum Journal.  Thank you all, it has been a great 
trip down the rails!

Happy Steaming!
Fr. Jay Finelli
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Rest In Peace
Joel Scanlon, December 2005. President and C.E.O of 
Eastern Butcher Block, died Sunday peacefully in his sleep 
after a brief illness. He was the husband of the late Jody 
Marie (Chandler) Scanlon and former husband of Frances 
M. (Bailey) Sinicrope of Providence.   Born in Providence, 
a son of the late Edward C. and Gertrude (Thompson) 
Scanlon, he lived in East Greenwich for 15 years, previ-
ously residing in Providence and Barrington.  Mr. Scanlon 
founded Eastern Butcher Block, Providence in 1980 and 
remained President and C.E.O. Joel was a member of the 
Waushakum Live Steamers in Holliston, MA, the Rhode 
Island Better Business Bureau Advisory Board and the 
Massachusetts Retailer Association. He was treasurer of 
the Glenwood Cemetery. Joel was a mentor of the Johnson 
and Wales University Junior Achievement Entrepreneurial 
Program. He was awarded the Rhode Island Small Busi-
ness Entrepreneur of the Year in 1992. He also received the 
Small Business Person of the Year in 1994. Mr. Scanlon 
built the Scanhope Wampanoag Railroad, East Greenwich 
and loved spending time with his dog Marriot. He enjoyed 
skiing, tennis, and traveling throughout the world.  He is 
survived by two sons; Joel T. Scanlon of Denver, CO and 
Ryan E. Scanlon of Providence; three brothers; Edward C. 
Scanlon of Memphis, TN, Michael J. Scanlon of Boston, 
MA and Patrick J. Scanlon of Chicago, IL, a sister; Ann 
Scanlon Webb of Wickford and several nieces, nephews, 
and cousins.His funeral was held on, December 21, 2005.•

• Think Safety
• If you open it close it
• If you turn it on turn it off
• If you unlock it lock it
• Make sure the one before you has done the above
• Pick up trash even though it may not be yours

Rules of the Road

2006 Meets
New Years Day  January 1
Steam-Up   May 21
Van Brocklin Meet  June 25
Antique Car Meet  July 16
Annual Meet  August 25, 26 & 27
Blow Down   October 15

At Track Site
Work sessions every weekend,

Run days every Sunday,
May thru October, 

Subject to weather and ground conditions.

The Label
The year on the label tells if your dues are paid up.  If the 
mailing label reads “2006” you have paid dues for the cur-
rent year!
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From Here to Eternity
by Fr. Jay A. Finelli

Every real railroad has it’s mountains and valleys, so it is with a Live Steam Railroad.  One of the 
major challanges in building the Nasonville Valley Railroad is the scape of the land.  There is at least 
a    20-30’ difference in the contour of the land.  My track layout will be like a bent dog bone.  It was 
designed like this intentionally so as to give greater distance and so as not to have to cross over the 
driveway.  The first part of the project consisted in grade work.  Some of that was a major undertak-
ing, since in part of the line, we had to cut out at least 10’.  That area is now a tunnel.  Another area 
the cause a lot of consideration, was a valley that went well over 100’ from one ridge to another.  The 
solution is something, every railroad needs - an old fasioned wooden trestle.  After all the grading, de-
sign and ground work were complete, it was time to start building.  It took my father and I just under 
two weeks to build from start to finish.  The trestle is 92’ long and at the highest point 10’ above the 
ground and 33” wide on top.  We wanted a place where we could pass under with the backhoe, so we 
have one point with a 10’ span, reinforced with a second set of beams and lattice work.  The trestle is 
constructed of rough cut 4x4 pine, obtained at a local saw mill.  There 24 4’ sono tubes and 10 bents of 
varying heights.  The tops of the bents are joined by 4-4x4’s and cross bracing.  All are held together 
with 12” log home wood screws and 8” spikes.  For more pictures, visit the galleries at
www.SteamingPriest.com •
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