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Engine Talk
by Pat Fahey

Choices getting
into the Hobby
Well you just
joined the club, and
you are interested in
getting an engine?
First you have to decide on what scale you would like to get
to. Well, what do you mean by what scale, aren’t they all the
same? The answer to this question is no, the club has three
(3) scales: 3/4“ which is 3.5” track gauge and also 1”, which
is 4 3/4” track gauge, these scales are used on the highline.
This is the track which is elevated, just in front of the groundline. The next scale that the club has, which is the largest, is
1.5" (7.25” track gauge), which is on the ground. It is the
safest of the scales to ride on.
Ok, now you know what size track that the club
has; now you have to make a decision, on what is best for
you. What should I buy, and in what scale, steam, diesel,
or electric?
Well that is up to you, but a word of thought, buy
only what you can afford, each has it's problems. Don’t forget the bigger the engine that you buy, it will take a bigger
vehicle to move it to the track.
Steam is very nice. I do own two engines, which
run on the highline at the club track, but steam is a maintenance machine. What I mean by this is, you will always be
working on something, just to get through the day. But there
is the other side of the coin, you'll have days when you go
steam up and run with no problems. And I will tell you, I
have done this many of times.
Buying a diesel for the groundline; this is a very
good option. With this, all you have to do is turn a key, and
you are on your way. In today’s world, the gasoline engines
are so much better and have a lot of power, at times more
than Steam. If you want to get into the hobby and run, this is
the way to go with little maintenance work. Move the handle
forward, go forward , move the handle back, go backwards,
and of course they all make sound with sound cards, as like
the full size counterparts .
Electric units, again the same as diesel, is a way of
getting something to run at the track. And in today’s world
there is a lot of good electric’s that run on batteries that have
a lot of power. I am not going to sell these units short; they
have as much pulling power as some of the diesels.
Now you, the person that is thinking about getting a
unit, what will it be, steam, diesel, electric?
What will it cost me? Well depends on what scale,
and how big. As for Steam, the smaller scales can still cost a
pretty penny. But also when you move into the ground level
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scale, whether it be steam, diesel, or electric, whether it be
buying new, used, etc., make sure you are going to be happy
with your purchase.
Well I have said enough, ask your sponsor, ask the
people that own a locomotive what it takes to keep it running.
Then ask yourself, am I ready to do something like this? Am
I getting myself into a hobby which will only be used once in a
while? What should I do?
These are questions, which only you can answer.

Waterworks Museum, My first visit

by Pat Fahey

(This article was kindly submitted by Pat to fill in this
space that was reserved to publish a written charge for the
Vice President, Joe Ng to step down. Although the verbal
request, without reasons was made at the May meeting,
Pres. Jim reports that no written charges have been received
by him in the allotted time. Because a verbal charge without
reason has been made against the VP, your Journal Editor
feels that this has eroded the reputation of the VP severely
and hindered his enthusiasm for important club activities
such as: fund raising, new member engine orientation,
Journal contributions, etc.)
Although we have already reported on the
Waterworks Museum in April, Pat went for a visit and gives us
his report. It should be noted that the Waterworks Museum
will be planning monthly events from now to the Fall. The
Journal thought that it would be a good time to run another
article about it so members can be aware of events. Pat was
pretty impressed with it. Once again, their organization has a
very similar IRS tax status as ours, which is probably the only
way a historic and learning organization can come to fruition.
The Journal realizes that some WLS members will roll their
eyes when we talk about 501(3)c status, but is their a way to
make a WLS facility grander than Norfolk St. without tax
incentives?
After reading in the April issue of the Waushakum
Journal about a museum opening on March 27th of the
Metropolitan Water Works Museum in Brookline, Mass, this
was something that I had to check out.
On May 25th 2011, I would take a ride in just to see
this new museum. Once I set my GPS with all the right information, I would drive in. It took me about 45 minutes to get
there, without getting lost.
The museum is located in Brookline at 2450 Beacon
Street, Boston, Mass but is really in the Brookline section of
Boston. The price of admission is FREE but Donations are
Welcome.
Just pulling into the parking lot, the building itself is
very impressive, you will see a lot of Pink Granite that came
from Milford, Mass (look for future article) used in the building. Also I was told by one of the Volunteers that one of the
main buildings was designed by architect Henry H.
Richardson. Mr. Richardson built many of the Boston &
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Albany Stations such as the ones in: Auburndale, Chestnut
Hill, South Framingham, just to name a few .
I was impressed once I got inside looking through the
wall of glass, as you enter the main floor. The first engine that
you see as you enter the main floor was the triple expansion
Leavitt-Reidler engine. This is an engine which uses the steam
three times, before it is exhausted.
The second engine that you will see, is a Worthington
engine which is a pump, this was the last engine to run in
1976, before the city shut down the plant for good. These two
engines are in the oldest part of the building. The last engine
that you will see is the Allis engine, this engine is in the newest
part of the building, which was build by Henry H. Richardson,
in the early 20’s.
When I was there I did ask where the boilers are
located. The answer that I got was this: as I walked in from
the parking lot to the main entrance, I did notice that there
were parts of the building turned into condos. Well, where the
condo’s are, was the location of the boilers as well as the storage of coal. The boilers operated at 185 psi, and were
enough to keep the engines in working order for the demands
of water needed by the city. Even though nothing is running
under steam, it was an impressive mass of equipment which
you had to look up to!
What was it like, to work in this building during its
heyday? It had too be wonderful, these massive pieces of
equipment running almost making no sound at all. The smell of
the valve oil and steam, and supplying water to the city of
Boston. Let me tell you, when you see a stationary triple
expansion engine, that is three (3) stories tall, just on the main
floor, and two (2) stories are in the cellar, it is very impressive.
And this is only one (1) of two (2) of this size.
The sizes of the engines and the tools that these men
had to worked with to keep these engines in working order
was amazing. I was told when the building was being build all
the machinery was brought in via the Boston & Albany RR.
I would have liked to have been there, when this was going on.
They built the building around the engines, because of their
massive size, and weight.
Today the building is quiet, no more sounds of the
engines running, and they are no longer providing water for the
city of Boston. But just to get to where they are now, the
Waterworks Museum does need support from the general public through donations and grants in order to keep on going. If
you a member of Waushakum that has not seen this museum,
go in see it. If you can, leave a donation, it is well worth, the
visit. I was there for two hours, and enjoyed every minute.
If you need more information you can contact
www.waterworksmuseum.org or you can call 617-277-0065.

from the Editor....

Joe H. Ng

I want to thank the many friends and supporters,
especially senior WLS members, neighbors, local law
enforcement and legal counsel for their support and
encouragement in urging me to continue my work at WLS to
try to provide a safe and secure environment. In the end,
it is all about safety and security.
And the officers just keep pressing on.
Why do they do it? They do it because of a number
of reasons: duty, making a difference, doing good things, for
the love of the hobby/club, for no other reason than: no one
else will do it.
The officers and group leaders continue working
despite criticism, challenges, threats of physical harm, and
many obstacles including negativity and slanderous name
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calling. Some of the aforementioned are chargeable offenses.
The officer's job has greater legal liability than anybody can imagine. There are financial implications, possible
conflicts of interests, disclosures, and of course being named
in any legal action against WLS. If the club screws up, if an
individual club member screws up, or for that matter if any incident occurring at the club that involves a legal action against
WLS, you'll most likely be named in the lawsuit.
I have been an officer for 3 years and I clearly see
that the officers of the Arthur St. Waushakum have done a
pretty good job. You know why? Because we are still here,
and showing reasonable growth. You do not want to know
what we have to deal with on a regular basis to keep this place
here. So, if on occasions when we come forward with some
proposed pro-active best practices, you might want to give the
officers the benefit of the doubt and strive to understand why
this is being presented. What is presented by the officers is
what is requested by the membership. In the best interest of
gaining consensus in a short amount of time, the proposals are
well thought out, taking many volunteer hours of preparation.
Again, it’s all about safety and security.

Waushakum Journal
This message should continue to be the major
focus for all WLS members. It is also my hope that our
officers and future leaders will continue emphasizing this
despite the often poor reception they experience in making
meeting presentations.
As a closing to possibly my last editorial, the organization needs to tighten it's belt on safety and security if we are
to survive. We do not want to become an easy legal target
when some easy to implement pro-active measure can be put
in place to avoid a catastrophe. Then again, a little legal
challenge usually grounds people and helps them think very
clearly. In closing, I’d like to hope that we are all working
toward a common goal of safety and security at WLS.
Let’s move on!

Club Meeting Highlights
April Meeting
The meeting started with a message from Pres. Jim
regarding Joan Raiano. Joan is resting at home as comfortably as she can and still enjoys cards and calls from all the
many club friends and well wishers. The membership has the
Raiano family in their thoughts.
Ian Fisher read the minutes and Joe Ng was acting
Treasurer due to Jim A's busy work schedule. In the best interest of saving time, the monthly Treasurer's report will detail
only the activity for the previous month. Other account balances will be reported when there is a change in balance, or if
there is account activity. We will receive a full reporting from
the Treasurer during the annual Treasurer's report or as necessary by the Treasurer.
Superintendent Marc gave the maintenance report for
new spring activity at the track. Dan and Jim Connors did a
great job sweeping and washing the floor in the Hilton. We
were all urged to help keep the Hilton neat and tidy. Lots of
brush has been picked up on the first Weds. work group gathering. Members are urged to come and do some spring brush
clean-up, especially along Mary's rest stop. Just gather it in
piles and the Wed. group will use the backhole to bring it out
the field for the burn. The tarp on the Hilton porch has been
installed and looks like the water will be turned on next week
(4/20). Groundline and highline is in reasonably good shape
and members have used it a few times already. Bob
Newcombe is planing some track work days with the help of
Dave Remington. They will focus their efforts on the yard area,
especially where the New Year's Day derailment was. Marc's
Electrical documentation is near completion and he is having 6
people review it.
Pres. Jim reported that the Metropolitan Water Works
Museum grand opening was an amazing success. This is a
must see. They are planning monthly events and they are a
"like" 501(3)C organization with similar goals. They have invited WLS to take part in a future steam weekend. Charles River
Museum of Industry is hosting a Steampunk City event on 5/67-8 and would love to have some WLS live steam displays.
Pres. Jim also ordered some electric switch motors at
a surplus site on the net. These are the ones that Russ Page
showed in a meeting last winter. The switches were a bargain
and there are no more available. Jim is looking for a volunteer
to put the mechanism together.
Boiler testing will start next month and Pres. Jim
designated Ian and Jay to organize the voluntary member
executed hydro. The people organizing it will witness the
event. It is planned that VP Joe will go first to try to iron out a
procedure. There was lots of discussion on this from just
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about all members and tensions and genuine hostility was
realized from this to a point where repeated threats of bodily
harm were made against the club VP. This was witnessed by
the entire meeting. The member concerns were about the
qualifications of boiler testers, liability implications, who is
issuing a certificate and more....and of course insurance. In an
unprecedented roll call vote (members are on record), the
measure passed to have boiler inspections and the issuing of
some form of certificate. This will all be determined. As the
discussion got so heated, more so than the Editor has ever
witnessed, VP Joe asked for guidance from the Live Steam
professionals in the room. WLS is very fortunate to have people that earn cash income from making and repairing boilers
and steam equipment. We asked for the recommendations on
how to administer this safety measure. It does not have to be
written in a fancy email, just action bullet points on a procedure. This is best when the information comes from a source
that generates cash income from the services provided. It’s
fair to say that the service providing professionals are very
aware of the liability they are faced with when they build or
repair a boiler. Their advice is important in guiding WLS.
We finally moved onto new business after many
frayed nerves and a slight semblance of order returned to the
meeting room. Marc A. brought up the subject of the backup
air compressor as a prudent option for WLS to facilitate the
peak operational days. Marc wanted to put forth a motion, but
Dario Caiazzi stepped forward to offer two large used compressors that he currently has in operation at his shop. A horizontal and a vertical. They may need new motors, but this
could work out for us and yield a huge savings for the club.
Pres. Jim wanted to reiterate the importance that the
sponsor has to the new WLS members. We have had over 30
new members in various categories in the last 3 years and the
fear is that they are being forgotten and not introduced around
in the club or that we are not tapping their vast talent to help
out the club. The Journal had a small article about trying to
start a mentoring program to help facilitate this, but to date,
there were no pairing of individuals. The VP thought of having
a members only cookout and Pres. Jim tried to schedule it for
early May, however there were so many other events taking
place creating conflicts. The aim was to have a meet and
greet, geared to newer members, or members that are just not
familiar to the track facility. This would be deemed a teaching
gathering that will hopefully foster a friendly and non-hostile
atmosphere. A show of hands indicated that members were
receptive to this and it will be in early June. Pres. Jim will have
an idea of how much food to order.
Pres. Jim gave Superintendent Marc the job of over
seeing the Verizon phone line. It was suggested that Marc
work with new member Jamie Sullivan to try to locate where
the line comes out at the Arthur St. end. Seems the time has
passed since this was done (16 years now?). Marc was also
looking for coal bin cover suggestions and Joe C. suggested
that we try to find a plastic dumpster cover, the ones that
hinge. Dick Ball will be enlisted to help in this effort. Jim
Abrams will order crushed gravel so that the familiar spring
ruts in the driveway can be filled in. This seems like a regular
club ritual. John Mentzer is again taking orders for name
badges. He is trying to accumulate a quantity so that we could
realize a discount. The cost has gone up to $8.50 each.
Entry codes have been changed and your new code
is on your membership card if you are current with your dues.
The snack machine and Coke machine have been restocked.

Waushakum Journal
As of this date, the BTO guests are on schedule for
the Car Meet on Sat. July 30. Looks like we can be expecting
a full bus load (at least). WLS was written up in the BTO full
color quarterly magazine for their membership. Looks like this
is going to be a lot of fun for a group of extremely knowledgeable visitors and WLS will do their best to bring good weather
and a great meet!
In show and tell, Joe
Cardelle showed a 3/4" scale
scratch built front truck for his 210-2 Texas. He thought it would
only take a day to make...more
like 2. Jed Weare showed a
mechanical drawing for some
Fitchburg Northern components
along with a ground tool bit and
contour gauge. Jed also showed some vacuum actuator
mechanisms that he is selling for $25.00 ea. And finally, Joe
Ng showed the second successful attempt at brass builders’
plate making. The meeting adjourned at 9:40 PM

May Meeting
We’re back at the Hilton for the first meeting of the
season at the track! We started off the meeting with the secretary's report. The acceptance of the report was to be tabled
till a future meeting waiting for an addition/addendum that
further details the April meeting. The Treasurer's report was
accepted as read with only a question regarding the reporting
of certain accounts that does not show significant changes.
These will be reported in detail in the annual treasurer's report,
or when WLS has a significant change in accounts.
Marc Arsenault's Superintendent's report was extensive as the reliable Wednesday work group got off to a great
spring start. The big news is the huge pile of brush have been
burnt. Water is turned on, tents are up, toilet trailer cleaned,
kitchen tent had a preliminary cleaning and lots (lots) of brush
has been gathered. Marc noted that Dave Remington and
Dick Ball played big roles in the efforts. You'll notice new
wooden hatches that cover the turntable & lift service spaces.
These were made and installed by Dick Ball so maintenance
to the lift can be done easier. In addition, Dick extended the
wooden crosswalk over the tracks by the highline crossover
bridge. The Hilton has a new breaker panel donated and
installed by Jamie Sullivan. Additional GFI breakers were
installed in the engine house and the kitchen area. Marc is
chipping away at the electrical punch list and reports that only
2 items are left on it. The entry shed needs to have some
breakers changed to match the others that are in place and
electrical receptacles behind the Hilton may be left unchanged
till a new plan is devised for providing limited power to RV’s
that visit during our meets. Marc's work on the electrical documentation for the facility is almost done and will be complete in
the following weeks. Dick Ball will be at the track on Saturday
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mornings from 8:45 to 9:45 AM to assign work duties that
needs to be done. Larry Vance responded to the April
Journal’s request made by the Wednesday crew for a metal
cutoff saw. Larry generously donated a very nice chop saw.
Looks like a Milwaukee.
Pres. Jim reported that it was a very sad month for
WLS with the passing of so many dear friends. Member Bill
Muller's wife passed away after a long illness on 4/25. Nancy
Abraham, wife of past WLS president Chuck, passed away
suddenly on 4/26. Joan Raiano, wife of members Tony and
mother of Bobbie Jo passed away on 4/29 after a long illness.
Joan has been a major backbone member at our important
cook tent for years. Although Joan was not formally a member,
she was more importantly regarded as a key member of the
WLS family. Our condolences go out to the families.
Pres. Jim reports that the monthly business meetings
will be run more formally due to the out of controlled April
meeting were repeated bodily harm was threatened against
the VP. Some of the highlights are: Interruptions and cross talk
will not be tolerated and only those that are recognized by the
President will have the chance to speak. The meeting was
very controlled.
Old business continued on with the backup compressor. Marc Arsenault recapped his plan for an inexpensive small
backup unit. He viewed Dario Caiazzi's offer for one of 2 very
large 3-phase units. Marc determined that the unit would not
suit our needs. Pres. Jim offered a thank you for Dario's offer.
There were differing opinions on how to solve the backup
compressor issue. These vary from using the compressor part
of the donated unit to tie into our present tank, purchasing a
larger well noted brand name unit (Ingersol Rand), having a
backup 5hp electric motor on stand by for instant replacement,
or changing the ventilation in the compressor shed. All the
plans seem to have merit, but they all require a team leader
for execution. At present, Superintendent Marc's plan is the
only one ready to go instantly. Marc told the Journal that he is
very receptive to getting a brand name unit that will fit our
parameters, but he was very sensitive to the budget and suggested the lowered price. This is actually good news that we
might be receptive to spending more for a long-term fix.
Membership cards have been mailed in installments
and the new entry codes are in force. Russ Page will send
Ken Gates electric switch parts for assembly. A name badge
signup sheet is available for the next production installment,
so sign up now. The Steam Up Meet is this coming Sunday
and Pres. Jim says that there may be a chance of rain. VP
Joe encouraged all new members to visit
him in the steam bay to observe steam
up and operations talk of one of his
engines. This will be a show and tell
session and an initial first phase in the
much-requested questions about engine
operations by new members.
Larry Micol requested that VP
Joe Ng step down due to unspecified
reasons. Pres. Jim asked that this be
in writing.
A harp stub switch stand was
shown and was worked on by Russ
Page and Ken Chenard. Russ provided
the castings and will have 2 units ready
for the groundline yard.
The meeting was adjourned
without incident.
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June Meeting
The meeting started with Dick Boucher giving members some unexpected news about Chuck Abraham’s hospital
stay. He’s currently in Winchester Hospital recovering from a
number of serious ailments. We wish Chuck well and he’s
receiving phone calls and visitors. Sec. Ian read the April
minutes and May minutes. At this time, VP Joe declined to
make an amendment to the April minutes. Pres. Jim said that
amendments may be made in the following meeting to amend
the May minutes.
Superintendent Marc gave an extensive maintenance
report. Some of the installation highlights are: tent in the
container area, coal bin cover, first aid signs, GFI circuit to
transfer table. In addition, a compressor bleeding procedure is
in place, track extended into the car container by Bob
Newcombe, preliminary work at the tunnel area to ease the
tight curve on the groundline, and lots more. The electrical
punch list is complete and distributed to members that are in
need of it. Power is being added to the tunnel to accommodate signals to both entrances. In new business, an important maintenance item was brought up. Marc discovered of a
severely damaged 100’ tall pine tree next to the entry shed.
The tree is split and is sure to topple very soon. The recommendation was to have this professionally removed for $1200.
This was approved and will be done soon.
In a follow up to member Larry Micol’s request for
Vice President Joe Ng to step down, Pres. Jim noted that to
date, no written request with stated reasons have been
received by him. The WLS Journal has reserved front-page
space in anticipation of a written response, but since there
was none; a very nice article by Pat Fahey was run instead of
leaving a blank space. Thanks to Pat Fahey for actively supporting the Journal with his many articles!
However, VP Joe offered to remove himself from
all volunteer duties such as Journal editor/publisher, new
engineer orientation, initial self boiler test, BTO ride coordinator, Annual Meet crowd control signage/yard coordinator and more. VP Joe will resume his administrative
Officer’s duties as needed till the request for him to step
down is settled. In addition, to be as helpful as possible
to WLS, Joe will report to Superintendent Marc Arsenault
to perform grounds duties during un-scheduled weekdays. This offer is hoped to inspire others to come to
WLS workdays. Pres. Jim declined the VP’s offer.
The Members’ Meet was a success despite some
email communication problems. Those that attended liked it
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so much that a motion was made and passed to make this an
annual event. There was continued lengthy discussion on the
backup compressor. There were many ideas ranging from
purchasing a known brand name unit, cannibalizing existing
units to make up a necessary backup, phase converters,
generators, expanding the compressor shed, creating more
ventilation in the shed, and finally a gasoline powered unit that
Pres. Jim initially offered a number of months ago. The used
gasoline powered unit will be purchased for $100.00.
Karen Circle neighbor Kevin W. gave a presentation
about having a fundraiser in conjunction with our upcoming
Van Brocklin meet. The fundraiser is for the Pan Mass
Challenge bike-a-thon, a cancer awareness group. What will
be planned for neighborhood participants is a yard sale, train
rides, food sales and possibly an engineer’s ride (subject to a
volunteer engineer). Members accepted this.
Jim Abrams gave a current recap on our insurance
coverage. An additional Board of Directors policy was put into
place along with our current liability umbrella and building
damage coverage. Bet members did not realize the enormous amount of liability that the Officers must shoulder to be
volunteers to run this organization. Any takers for the job?
We can be expecting the Railway Locomotive Historic
Society at the Annual Meet. A private birthday party group will
be coming to the Van Brocklin meet again this year. Bill
Gagne offered to bring a popcorn machine and operate it during this meet to add to food sales. And, last call for this installment of nametags by John Mentzer.
Jim Abrams showed a Polo shirt with the WLS
emblem. In the past, novelty items like this sold very well. 20
shirts will be ordered and the anticipated sell price will be $35.
ea. Jim also showed a nicely machined valve motion rod for
his Hudson. Ken Gates completed 8 groundline switch mechanism parts as part of our new groundline switches. Russ
Page showed a very large car truck (we hope to report more
on this in the future).
Pres. Jim is having email difficulties. He can still be
reached at: nia6000gra@cs.com
Contact him for his new cell phone number.
The meeting finally adjourned at 9:40 pm….whew.

Ruth Hansen - 1915-2011
The Journal has just learned at the time of printing
that Ruth Hansen, beloved wife of WLS Life Member Bud
Hansen has passed away July 1, 2011 at the Concord Health
Care Center. We offer our sincere condolences to Bud and
his family.

Tree Be Gone!
Superintendent Marc’s keen eye spotted a problem tree right next to our entry shed. The tall (very tall) pine was in danger of
falling very soon. The problem was presented at the June meeting and immediate action was taken to have it professionally removed.
It was only a matter of a couple of hours work for Stumpy’s on June 8th. (photos by Marc Arsenault).

Equipment and crew arrives.

With the use of a crane, the big pine is
whittled down.

By the time the tree service was done, you’d
never know there was a decayed tree there.

Waushakum Journal

6

July 2011

2011 Steamup Meet
Rain!
Well there was no continuation of last year's weather
perfect meet days of no rain. The rain, among other things put
a slight damper on the opening day meet. This is the first run
of the season for many visitors at the track. Some of the very
regular WLSers have already been running since the snow
cleared the transfer table. To date, Secretary Ian has run a
dozen times on the highline, VP Joe is not far behind. It was
good to see out of town associate and affiliate members. Ian,
Joe Cardelle and Jim McGrath had the whole highline to
themselves this Sunday. On the groundline, Bill Shields of
Delaware came up to our
area for a combination of
business and pleasure.
Joining him on the
groundline was Bill
Gagne, Marc Arsenault,
Don Cornell, Rogar &
Sheila Austin, Bob
Carlsen and Joe Ng. VP
Joe was on the inner loop
all day giving introduction
talks on steaming to new
members. Also in the
steaming bay, a hydro test
was performed for new
members as part of a
steam up orientation by
VP Joe. Some new members had a chance at the throttle on
VP Joe's Sunning Ry 4-4-0. A half dozen members of the
Rolls Royce antique car club were on hand for a visit and they
might be able to visit us this coming fall. They were all given
the special tour around the track by VP Joe. Also in attendance were members from NEMES which is headquartered at
the Charles RIver Museum of Industry and Innovation. At
times it seemed that there were more groundline engines than
passengers at our steam-up, but for all those that braved the
threatening skies, fun was the rule of the day! It was a safe
meet day pack with learning and teaching!

Brian Cunningham was helping VP Joe with a hydro test. In
the above picture, Bill Shields is giving a steam talk while Alex,
Jim and Colt look on (photo by Errol Goff). Above right, VP Joe is
giving a steam intro to NEMES's member Errol Groff. Brian
Cunningham is looking on because he is the next engineer on
Joe's Sunning Ry 4-4-0. Slippery rails adds to the excitement
of learning! (photo by Mrs. Goff)

BTO Magazine
We made it
in the BTO (Big Train
Operator) magazine!
If the weather is nice,
we could look forward
to a good turn out at
the 2011 Annual Car
Meet on Saturday,
July 30th from visitors
of the Boston BTO
convention.
Please note,
this meet is on a
Saturday, not the usual
Sunday.
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Big Coal Shovels by the Editor
In the 30 plus years that I have been live steaming, I
am always learning. The hobby is truly a "process" where
accumulation of first hand experience greatly adds to the ongoing enjoyment. I usually steam up my very first locomotive
that I have built in the beginning of the season, my Cole's
0-4-0 from 1980. Castings, prints and shipping were about
$120.00 back then. After all these years, I just started using a
bigger coal shovel which greatly increases performance.
Open the door once very quickly and get that scoop of coal in
fast! Big shovels are good because you do lose coal as you
fire on the fly. But after years of practice, you find the best
times and place to fire as you are on the move. So, being the
constant beginner live steamer, I like big shovels and big
fire doors.

Work Days at WLS
It’s spring time and Superintendent Marc has his
hands full! Dick Ball is trying to lead a Saturday work effort,
but he is not getting any volunteers to come in to help with the
large amount of yard and general housekeeping chores. The
following are just some pictures that scratch the surface of the
work that’s is going on at the track.
Pat Fahey finally found the telephone box that many were looking for. Jamie Sullivan and Don
C. started some digging with the
backhoe in the driveway in the
initial search. The boxes are
located on the front lawn of 30
Arthur St., buried by leaves.
They’re behind the fire hydrant.
The pull through cord it still
intact. photo by Marc Arsenault

The Wednesday work group gathered lots of brush for the
annual burn.

On a rainy May 17, workday, Bob and Don are in the Hilton
working on an electrical panel. photo by Marc Arsenault

Bob Delisle was connecting wires in the cook tent and the
rest of the guys were working with Don C. building the brush
pile for our annual spring burn (above).
photo by Marc Arsenault

NEMES meet

cont.

8

Waushakum Journal

July 2011

Made in the shade. The
Wednesday work group is
adding a tent to cover the concrete pad during May. Rogar,
Marc, Don and Art working
steadily on this and the many,
many spring projects on the list
See the Milwaukee metal chop
saw on the left? A big thank
you to Larry Vance for donating
this much needed and appreciated item to the club! photos by
Rogar Austin and Marc Arsenault

Track maintenance is a never ending job...just ask our track
expert Bob Newcombe. On this stretch of groundline, the pine
tree roots along with the water and frost heaves keeps Bob
very active after a winter recuperation.

Pat Fahey is getting ready for another season of grounds
keeping. Pat mows the open areas, but he needs your
help with weed whacking and hand mowing the hard to
reach areas.

Spring Cleaning in the Hilton
Dan Connor and son Jim performed the annual
spring cleaning of the Hilton on 4/9. They did a great job
sweeping, stacking chairs, organizing and washing the floors.
The effort took 6 man hours to do, so everybody needs to do
their part and clean up after themselves, and whip your feet
when you enter!

Saturday June 4th Work Day
On Saturday June 4th, the Journal noticed the newly
installed tent over the pad of the container area. This should
keep things nice and cool during the hot summer workdays.
Also, Jed Weare was out on the highline at Newcombe
Junction performing signal maintenance. Jim McGrath was
lending a hand around the track by replacing ballast.
Joe Cardelle was helping to keep the grounds neat by
weed whacking.

êêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêê
Book Donation to WLS from Larry Vance
Art Downer is installing First Aid signs in locations that have the
kits available - the Hilton, entry shed, engine house and
maintenance shop.

We are pleased to receive a hard cover edition of
The Birth of California Narrow Gauge by Bruce MacGregor.
In earlier months, Larry heard the call for a metal cutoff saw
and stepped forward and donated a very nice one to the club!
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Joan E. (Scannell) Raiano

The coal bin cover now looks like the top of a dumpster. Art,
Bob, and Rogar finishing the installation. Below, our
Wednesday leader Marc finally gets in the picture as Don C.
is taking the shot. This cover should give us years of service
and will surely keep our coal dry. photos by Don C.

Wear Your
Safety Glasses!
êêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêê
c
In memory of
c

Joan E. (Scannell) Raiano, 50, of Marlborough died
at home Friday (April 29, 2011) surrounded by her loving family after a lengthy illness. She leaves her husband of 25 years,
Anthony F. "Tony" Raiano and her daughter Bobbie Jo Raiano
of Marlborough. Her father Myles Scannell of Millbury.
Daughter of the late Janet (Dickie) Scannell and sister of the
late John Scannell.
Joan was a 1978 graduate of Millbury High School.
She worked as an assembler for over nine years at
Proteon of Westborough and previously worked at the
Masonic Nursing Home in Charlton. For many years she
assisted her husband Tony working the family farm.
She taught and coached JV Soccer at both Clinton
High School and at Algonquin High School. She also worked
as a referee in Soccer and Lacrosse at both the high school
and Youth levels. She was a member of the U.S. Soccer
Federation and a member and former president of EMWSL.
Also was a Board member and game director of the MSSL.
Most importantly, Joan was a key contributor and
supporter of the Waushakum Live Steamers where she played
an instrumental role in the food operations.
Funeral services were held at 10A.M. Wednesday
(May 4, 2011) in the West Millbury Chapel, West Main Street,
West Millbury. Funeral. Burial was in West Millbury Cemetery,
West Millbury.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made
to the Relay For Life - Marlborough/Hudson, Worcester, MA.

êêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêê

Joan (at register), along with many WLS volunteers, are getting
ready for busy lunch time activities at one of the many meets.

Joan Raiano

1961 to 2011
Dedicated member of WLS family,
Supporter & Contributor,
wife of Tony, mother of Bobbie Jo

2011 New Year's Day Meet. Mrs. Arsenault at the throttle and
Joan is 3rd from the left enjoying a groundline ride on a beautiful and extremely mild winter day. Back in the Hilton Joan is
honored for her many years of dedicated service to WLS.
Joan was a key member of the Waushakum family and will be
greatly missed by all. photo by Rogar Austin

c

c

10

Waushakum Journal

c

c

In memory of

Nancy Abraham
c

1951 to 2011
Wife of Life Member and
past WLS President Chuck

c

Nancy Abraham
Nancy A. (Downes) Abraham, age 60, of Wilmington,
died unexpectedly on Tuesday, April 26, 2011, at the
Winchester Hospital.
Nancy was born in Winchester on May 28, 1950 and
raised in Stoneham; she was the cherished daughter of the
late George and Mary Downes. Nancy graduated from
Stoneham High School and went on to further her education
at Salem State College. Nancy graduated with her Bachelor’s
Degree in Education. Prior to retiring six years ago, Nancy
was employed as a School Teacher in the Town of Burlington
for over 34 years. Nancy loved her job, she was a wonderful
educator and her dedication to her students was unwavering.
Nancy married her sweetheart Charles M. “Chuck” Abraham,
Jr. on December 28, 1974, in Wakefield; the couple moved to
Wilmington in 1976. Nancy had a adventurous and spontaneous attitude, she and Chuck loved to travel all over the
world. Their many trips included Australia, New Zealand, Fiji,
Alaska, Hawaii as well as many of the Islands in between,
they covered most of the continental United States, and one
of her favorite places was Martha’s Vineyard, Nancy and
Chuck enjoyed every trip and made memories to last a
life time.
Nancy also enjoyed her home here in Wilmington,
where she planted her gardens and enjoyed her flowers,
especially her hybrid roses. Nancy was also very fond of animals and she loved her cats.
Nancy is survived by her beloved husband Charles
M. “Chuck” Abraham of Wilmington, her sister and brother
Janice M. DaSilva and Robert E. Downes both of Derry, NH,
Nancy is also survived by several sisters and brothers-in-law,
nieces, nephews, and her step-mother-in-law.
Family and friends gathered for a Funeral Service on
Monday, May 2nd at 11:00 a.m. in the Nichols Funeral Home,
Inc., 187 Middlesex Ave. (Rte. 62), Wilmington.
Memorial donations in Nancy’s name may be made
to the Joslin Diabetes Center, Attn: Development Office,
1 Joslin Place, Boston, MA 02215.
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Water Tank, Coal Tipple and Switch Shanty
By Pat Fahey
Today at our track site, next to the Highline we see
the club's water tank. This was a working water tank from the
old track at Norfolk Street. The tank came with us when we
moved to Arthur Street. This tank is one of the original pieces
that did come from the first home of the club in Ashland. The
tank has a 55 gallon drum with a toilet bowl water lever float
in it. This was set up so when the tank was full of water it
would shut the water off, and put water in as needed. It was
cleverly set up to be able to service two locomotives at the
same time with two tank fillers . I am not sure who built the
tank, but a really good guess would be our late president,
George Hildreth. George was a highly accomplished
carpenter and machinist from the old school days. A lot of the
wooden structures at Norfolk Street were handled by him.
The coal tipple was also a George Hildreth work built
during the winter of 1971 at his home in Framingham, MA.
Once the good weather came in May of 1972, the coal tower
was delivered to the track site by George, and was put up just
South of Wendell’s Station next to the water tank. The plans
for the tipple came right out of Model Railroader magazine.
The tipple is based on a 50 ton coal tipple used on a branch
of the B&O RR.
The switch shanty was another project that George
Hildreth had in mind for the Norfolk street site. During our
meets we always needed someone at the South Switch,
because this was the lead for engines coming out of the yards
and engine houses as they came onto the mainline. So during
the meets we always had someone working the switch. In
August at the old track we had very little shade, and the south
switch was in the sun all day. George decided we needed a
Switch Shanty to provide some shade for the ones that
worked the switch. George built this, again based on plans
right out of Model Railroader magazine, modeled on a small
open air station. I think he built this in 1975.
We are fortunate to have some examples of work
from our early founding members. Usually their highline
engines that they have built will disappear in estate sales and
they are gone for good, displayed on someone’s mantel, office
or basement. With proper maintenance, structures tend
to stay.

Found Part
A bronze 1.5” scale brake
shoe was turned in to the
Journal in May. This item
was found by Howard
Bailey during his afternoon
track walk with his loyal
companion. At first we
thought this may belong to
Don C., but no, his work is
a lot nicer than this. See
the VP to claim this part.
photo by Editor

The Indian head artwork was recently restored by
Nancy Cornell.
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B&A Milford Branch Then & Now By Pat Fahey
The Boston & Albany Milford branch ran from Milford,
MA to Framingham, MA with a distance of 12 miles. The
branch ran in an east west direction from Framingham. At
Framingham, the branch would connect with the mainline. The
branch had a total of eight station stops on the line, even
though some of the stops were only flag stops.
The branch was completed and opened on July 1,
1848. The branch did see a lot of passenger service in its
heyday with as many as eight trains a day. But this would
come to an end in 1959 when the last passenger train left.
Also the line did see quite a bit of freight running on the line
hauling granite, coal, grain, and shoes etc. The line was busy
with work, always bringing freight in or out. But this would not
continue, the last freight train to travel the entire branch was
on Jan 5, 1972.
After that, the line was cut back to Holliston, MA and
the rail was removed all the way to Milford. Even though
Holliston still had train service, there was only one remaining
customer on the branch, the Axton-Cross Company. But even
this would not last, in 2001 was the start of a formal abandonment of 4.17 miles of line from flag stop at Whitney’s to
Holliston. Finally in 2003, the rail and ties were salvaged and
the line was torn up. Today only about a mile of the branch is
in service in Framingham. This part of the line is used to

Milford branch Jan. 5th 1972.
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bring in auto racks to be unloaded at the current CSX yard.
The line did see all types of power, even though the
rail weight was only 85 pound iron. Did you ever wonder what
could be put on the Milford branch for power? As for Steam ,
the line could take Switchers, Americans, Ten wheelers
Double enders, Pacifics, Consolidations, Mikes and the
biggest power that could go on the branch, 2-6-6-2’s
articulated. This information is from Employee Timetable
#100 in 1923. The big 2-6-6-2‘s could not exceed 20 mph on
the branch and could not be turned on the Milford turntable.
I am not sure if these engines ever did come to Milford.
During the days of the diesel, the branch line did see
Alco, Baldwin,and Fairbanks Morse power. Baldwin power
was used on passenger trains. But at anytime you could find
just about any type of power bringing the train to Milford:
Alco RS-1 to RS-3’s for example.
Well this story is to be about then and now. Today
the Milford branch is slowly being turned into a Rail to Trail.
The branch will be known as the Upper Charles River Trail.
For the most part, quite a bit of the line in Milford is now this
Rail to Trail, and the contractor is slowly working their way
to Holliston.

Rail to Trail B&A Milford branch today.

êêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêê
photo by Pat Fahey

photo by Pat Fahey

Useful Railroad SIgnals Submitted by Marc Arsenault
For members that may not be familiar with Railroad signals, the following may
be good to know. There are many, but these should get us started in helping
to maintain our safe operations record.

STOP
Swing across track
REDUCE SPEED
Hold horizontally at arm's length
PROCEED
Raised and lowered vertically

STOP

REDUCE
SPEED

PROCEED

BACK

BACK
Swung vertically in a circle at one
half arm's length across track when
train is standing
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SIgnals cont.
Engine Whistle Signals

•

Short sound: 1.5 to 2 seconds
Long sound: 2.5 to 3 seconds
Extra long: 5 seconds
Apply brakes and STOP
Release brakes and
PROCEED
BACK, when standing, answer
to back directions

•••
•

Approaching public crossings
at curves, grades and other
obscure places. Prolong last
sound until crossing is clear.
Approaching stations, junction,
tunnels, etc.

Sounds should be distinct, with 1 second pause between.
A series of short sounds is an alarm for persons or livestock
on track.

Member communications

July 2011
The day started off with President Jim being the first
to arrive around 7 AM. VP Joe arrive soon after. The meet
started off very slow as visiting engineers started to show up
all at once at 9AM. And yes, there was a bottleneck at the
loading area. VP Joe decided that it would be best to unload
all the small 4 wheel engines by hand from the line of cars
waiting their turn at the lift. All visitors have been here numerous times and they probably should come earlier to avoid the
congestion. We were delighted to see affiliate members that
only get the chance to come during meets. Among them were
Tom Oversluizen , who made his usual long drive up from
Long Island. Another surprise visitor and blast from the past
was Wayne Baker. Some of the older members will know him
from Norfolk St. He was a prolific builder often turning out an
engine in little time as a year. Our turnout was moderate and
we had 16 groundline engines and 10 highline engines. Not
our biggest VanBrocklin Meet, but a safe and good time for all.
VP Joe was the last to leave and secured the facility at 6PM.
In the past, Pres. Jim would be putting in a 12 hour day (at
least) for a one day meet. In addition, there would be many,
many hours of preparation work he puts in just before the
meet. The request for meet help is still open, so please
contact Jim O'Brien if you could help man the meets. Not
enough help may result in cancellation of some future events.

Checkout a website for Waushakum at Yahoo Groups.
Goto: http://groups.yahoo.com/ and search for Waushakum
and log in with your yahoo account. There are also many other
worldwide groups for live steam, trains etc. that you can sign up
for at Yahoo Groups.
Also, don't forget our very own web page maintained
by Father Jay. http://www.waushakumlivesteamers.org/
He is trying to renew our web domain name which is due to
expire soon. Event photos and news can be sent in for posting
on the webpage.
These are 2 great sites for member communication
that is more timely than the quarterly WLS journal. Also, follow
these web pages frequently in case there is any future lapse in
the WLS Journal's quarterly publication.

10th Annual William S. Van Brocklin, Jr. Meet
The William S. Van Brocklin, Jr. Meet was named in
honor of one of WLS's most highly regarded founding members. Bill will be remembered as highly energetic and one of
the best Live Steam goodwill ambassadors in the country.
Like a breath of fresh air, Bill was very welcoming of new
members and visitors. He was highly regarded in the worldwide live steam community and often cited in many of the journals for our hobby, ie: Live Steam, North American Model
Engineer and many others. Bill was the consummate highliner
who has built well over 40 engines, just about all in 3/4" scale.
He was also most noted for his extremely reliable injectors and
popular duplex steam pump design. It is too bad that he never
realized any financial reward for his highly copied pump. Bill
was also quite a pattern maker and standardized many of his
parts allowing him to turn out almost an engine per year. He
was our expert copper boiler maker and a whiz with the acetylene torch; the goto person for any live steam question with
inquiries from round the world. His engines are highly valued
and much sought after on Ebay. Bill was also our club boiler
inspector to help insure a long history of safe operations on
the track. No one will ever be able to fill his footsteps and we
are so proud to be able to say that Bill was one of our guys!
We are pleased to have named the engine house in his honor
and to hold an annual event in his name!

There is a lot of steam action during the VanBrocklin meet.
John is on the big Hudson which still needs some work. A
new paint job and lettering might help also. Looks like the
highline continues to generate interested members.

Waushakum Journal

13

July 2011

Members’ Meet & Cookout
The first annual members' only meet/cookout took
place on Sunday, June 5, 2011 with picture perfect weather.
We had a really nice turnout with over 2 dozen members and
over a dozen engines shown for a Sunday regular run day.
Turns out that the attendance could have been larger, but
some email meet announcements may not have reached all
the recipients due to some email glitches. We did not have any
newcomer members in attendance, and our hopes were to
have this event be a meet & greet and workday orientation
along with some engine running fun. But, for the members that
were able to join in, it was a very relaxing get together that
was not overcrowded and did not have the pressure of "working the meet". President Jim had lots of help from Dan Connor
who did an excellent job manning the grill and kept the burgers
and hotdogs coming quickly. We had a few public visitors and
they were treated to rides. Dick Ball is a new groundline engineer with his recent purchase of a Rail Systems gasoline
model switcher engine from Tony Lemmo. This is a perfect
engine for Dick because he is often out on the groundline
doing maintenance chores. Joe Cardelle showed a 3/4" scale

Joe Cardelle’s partially complete 3/4” scale Texas chassis he
has acquired. It might be a while before this is on air, a lot of
valve motion components need to be made...no plans either.
Joe got roped into working on something a bit bigger; Harold
Crouch’s Pacific. It is very interesting sometimes what one
encounters when tearing apart an engine...no plans either.

Texas chassis which is another recent acquisition. John Kelly,
recently graduating from William and Mary, summa cum laude
(that means he’s really a smart kid). had a very successful
highline run with his 0-4-0. We hope to plan on having this
meet become a regular event. By all accounts, this will most
likely be on the WLS calendar next year.
VP Joe was ready for a steam-up demo for beginners on the
highline and groundline, but no takers this time around.

Fire Fighting Hoses
We are well into the run season and dry season by
the time you are reading the Journal. Dick Ball would like to
remind everyone to neatly rewind the fire fighting hoses after
use so they can be uncoiled freely in an emergency. Also,
relieve the pressure from the hoses after using them, and be
sure to turn off the water.
Then again, if we were all good live steamers, we
would not have to use the hoses to fill our tenders, we’d get
our water in the yard.

How have you contributed to Waushakum recently?
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Making Band Saw Blades by the editor
I have been making up band saw blades from roll
blade stock for my 5 bandsaws for over 25 yrs. When I had
access to a blade welder, the process was pretty simple. At
the home shop, I have had very good success silver soldering
the blades. Good blade alignment is crucial to a successful
solder joint, so I made a really simple jig that I've been using
for years. It’s made of 3 pieces of hot rolled steel bolted
together. The middle piece, is the back stop that aligns the
back of the 2 ends of the saw blade. This is sandwiched with 2
outer pieces that has a slot milled to allow the torch to heat up
the joint for silver soldering. The milled slot is at an angle if
you wanted to make a longer silver solder joint. It is all bolted
together. Four 10-32 hex cap screws are used for holding
down the saw blade ends to form a near perfect blade alignment. The ends of the saw blades can be cut at 90 degrees
or at and angle to give a longer silver solder joint. The longer
the joint, the stronger it is, but it may be harder for some to
grind or cut this angle precisely to get a good joint. I have
been using carbon steel blades and I trim the blades with
heavy tin snips. Only the teeth part of the blade is hardened.
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sure the silver solder is well formed all around with no indentations or depressions. Then you can file the surface flat or by
using a dremal tool to grind it down. It takes less than an hour
to make up six 93" blades for my little Rockwell 14" band saw,
working at a very leisurely pace. I finally slowed down that
wood cutting Rockwell to 175 feet per minute with pulleys that
I had laying around the shop. I use that unit just to cut sheet
brass. I have other band saws to cut other materials. There is
significant savings in making up your own blades. Not to mention that this is really good practice for beginning live steamers
to practice on some important shop skills.
It's pretty economical to do this, assuming you have
all the equipment. A 100' coil of 1/2" carbon steel blade is
about $70-90.00, making the cost of a 93" blade to be 6.007.50. This is about half price of store bought made up blades.

More on Builder’s Plates

Cut the blade material to the proper length to fit your saw. I
mark the concrete floor with a magic marker for the various
blade lengths of the different saws. It's a good idea to cut it
about 1/2" longer,as the slack from the greater circumference
can be taken up with the saw adjusting screw during blade
installation. And, if by chance the blade may brake at the joint
due to being snagged during cutting, it can be trimmed a bit
and brazed again. After cutting the blade to size, file, or grind
a shallow vee to allow the silver solder a place to fill in. Align
the two blade ends in the jig and leave the slightest gap
between them, a hair. Sight the blade to make sure it is perfectly flat. You may have to slightly bend the ends by poking it
with a screw driver to get it lined up. Remember to clean the
surface to be soldered thoroughly with light sand paper and
then swab clean with acetone to remove any surface oil.
I use white silver solder flux as the heating time takes
only seconds. I use a hand held benzomatic propane torch
and silvabraze 45 non-cadmium for this joint. I'm not really a
fan of non-cadmium, but in this case, it works great for joining
blades. Non-cadmium is safer to use, but it flows less than the
cadmium stuff. In this case, this is perfect because it is easier
to control the plastic range state of the heated silver solder.
The idea is to be able heat up quickly and evenly and lay
down a shallow puddle of silver solder. Make sure that it flows
through to the other side of the blade and feather away the
heat as you add a little more silver solder to build up the puddle. At this point, the silver solder is at the plastic range.
You'll be able to find this point with just a little experimenting.
Cool it off with cold water applied with a flux brush and make

In the April Journal, VP Joe briefly talked about making brass builder's plates. Les Russell sent in some pictures
and details on his builder's plate endeavors on his half inch
scale steam tractor:
" I made a D bit tapered down to .003" in diameter
and used an old version of Mastercam for the tool path. It
was all done on a DOS 486 computer and using MAXNC to
drive the steppers, two passes were required to do the job.
IIRC it took six hours to cut and I really don't know how many
hours of programming there were. I do remember that the
whole nameplate could not be programmed in one piece.
The computer system could only hold about a sixth of the
whole thing. It was probably my largest programming attempt
up to that time. Great fun!"
"The final cut was half of the depth. I painted oil on
the plate and cut through it. I milled the outside shape with
the same program that I used for the rest of it. Once you
have the plate set up, you do all that you can in one setup.
After I finished it, I heated it up to soften it and bent it to fit the
smokebox, used the holes in the plate to spot the holes in the
smokebox and riveted it on."
This is really spectacular work! The color version of
the Journal shows the photo better. Incidentally, Les’s tiny
stationary engine shown in the last Journal will eventually
appear in a Model Engineer future issue! Our Journal seems
to get around!
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Follow up on Proposed, But Never Built

For SALE . . . Shop Equipment

I read the article “Proposed, but Never Built” by Pat
Fahey in the April 2011 issue of the Waushakum Journal. I’m
always interested in railroad developments that never came to
fruition, such as the Southern New England railroad and the
Hampden Railroad. My interest naturally gravitated toward
Pat’s article about locomotives that never made it to the rails.
I would like to add one more locomotive that “almost”
came to light. And that was a locomotive from our own New
England railroad, the Boston & Maine.
During the 1920’s the B&M was interested in updating
it’s fleet of 4-6-2 Pacific type locomotives. At that time, the 46-4 Hudsons were coming into vogue with great success in
other parts of the country. The B&M did specification comparisons between the Hudson and Pacific designs before committing to buying their next order of locomotives. In the end, they
settled on the Pacific design. The B&M came so close to buying Hudsons from Baldwin that they already had a model number chosen for the Hudson; the V-1. The V-1 would have
become the Boston & Maine’s first Hudson.
The Engineering Department chose Lima’s Pacific
design for what would become the B&M’s P-4 Pacific. There's
a story that because the B&M had so much trouble with the
trailing truck on the Lima built 2-8-4 T-1 that it soured the
Hudson design. We may never know. From that decision, the
Baldwin V-1 Hudson design was shelved forever.
I’d like to ask if anyone has more information about
the proposed B&M Baldwin 4-6-4 to get in touch with me. I’d
like to see drawings (if they exist) and more information about
this locomotive. Wouldn’t it be interesting to see a model of
this locomotive ?
For more information about the proposed B&M
Hudson, see the attached portion of the “Boston and Maine’s
P-4 Locomotives” written by Kenneth F. McCall which
appeared in the B&M Bulletin, Volume XXVII Number 3.
Pages 16 through 18.
Jimi Smith - Marlboro, MA

-11X30 gear head lathe with four jaw, 3 jaw, collets, trav-a-dial
and quick change tool post Emco brand
-30 inch pedestal mill -digital read out, vises, boring head,
Collete block - parallels etc. Enco brand
-B&S surface grinder 7X12 with mag chuck
-Arbor press, surface plate, belt --disk grinder, 6 in.bench
grinder, phase converter, end mills, measuring tools, boring
bars etc. - Steel supply - All in good to excellent condition
$7,000 for all, Firm. This is the whole package nothing more
to buy, just go to work.
Don Cornell- 508-883-9795 or eustis8@comcast.net

First Run of the Season
On April 3, Ian and Joe made the first run of the
spring season at the track. The weather was mild, 50F, and
sunny. We just had a few inches of snow a couple of days

before, but it all melted. The transfer table area was still covered with snow and we think it will melt by week’s end. We
carried our equipment out to Cornell station. Ian brought his
3/4" Hall and Joe ran good 'ol reliable, the 30 year old Cole's
0-4-0 switcher; his first build. The highline was in great shape
and all the switches were level and they opened and closed
nicely. Groundline looked pretty good with just some minor
frost heaving. We were steamed up in no time at all and off
and running on the inner loop. Joe ventured out to the outer
loop and was confident enough not to wear his knee high rubber winter boots. The track was flooded at the usual spot and
this actually made it a challenge. We might even think about
flooding this in the summer for the Annual Meet to make the
run a greater challenge for the out of town live steamers.
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WLS Annual Dinner - Aug. 25, 2011
A family style dinner will be served featuring: roast
beef, chicken and pasta. All dinners served with soup of the
day, garden salad, oven roasted potato, vegetable of the day,
desert & coffee or tea. The cost is $25.00 per dinner.
Reservations are required:
Make Check to:
Waushakum Live Steamers Inc.
P.O. Box 6034
Holliston, MA 01746-6034
Attn: DINNER
For further information, contact:
Jim O’Brien, WLS President
508-533-7282 or 508-954-8159
or E-mail: nia6000gra@cs.com
Leave a message with number of guests attending.

Where:

Coachmen’s Lodge
273 Wrentham Road
Bellingham, MA 02019
508-883-9888
When: Thursday, August 25, 2011
Time: Happy Hour 6:00 - 7:00 pm
Dinner served at 7:00 pm

êêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêê
2011 Calendar of WLS Events

July Club Meeting
July 14
9th Annual Antique Car Meet (Welcome BTO!)
July 30
Held on a Saturday this year to
welcome the BTO convention
(Hot Dogs & Hamburgers)
August Club Meeting
August 11
WLS Annual Dinner (6pm)
August 25
WLS 41st Annual Meet
August 26, 27, 28
56th Anniversary Meet
(Full cook tent, Sat. night dinner)
September Club Meeting
September 8
10th Annual Neighborhood Appreciation Day September 25
(Invitation Only, Hot Dogs & Hamburgers)
October Club Meeting
October 13
Harold Crouch Memorial Fall Blow-down Meet October 16
(No food, soda only)
November Club Meeting
November 10
December Club Meeting
December 8
Note:
May - Oct. meeting held at Hobo Hilton, at the track.
Nov. - Apr. Club meeting held at the Holliston Historic
Society (across from the police station)

êêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêê

Waushakum Journal

After many sessions of monthly meeting discussion, the club
finally voted to purchase a used backup compressor. The
surplus used unit was earlier offered by our President for
$100.00, but no action was taken. It does need a little minor
work, but the price was right and it’s gasoline powered in case
we have a power failure (yes folks, it is possible).
The members finally saw the light. photo by the Editor
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This is the last boiler certificate issued in 1990 when Bill Van
Brocklin was still active in the hobby. The member supplying this
to the Editor wishes to remain anonymous. The image is blurred
and parts covered. The Editor does not blame the member for
anonymity because he probably does not want to be in the same
situation as the VP. Seems that the boiler inspection has always
been in effect, but Bill Van Brocklin passed away and no one carried it on. For the record, Ian and Jay B. were appointed to be
the observers of the individual boiler test by members. The VP
just volunteered to go first. See the Steam up meet article. The
test was done in no time at all and witnessed by Ian and Brian C.
It may be noted that a hydro was done many times prior to this
for that engine. The boiler being hydro tested was a 2 year old
professionally built steel Steam Age boiler.

