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Waushakum Journal Editor J.B. Mentzer 
on location at Page station taking photos 
during 2015’s Annual Meet

Top: Mike McClure exits Steeves 
Tunnel at the throttle of Ken 
Jackson’s 0-4-0.

Left: John Pilling running the 
Charlton RS-3. 

Right Meet at Page: Art Downer 
passes Dick Osgood in the siding.

Three photos: JB Mentzer

In This Issue ...

Thank You ...
A nod to the members who helped 
bring this issue to you:
Dan Temple, for the rides to and from 
Page station.
Walt Weber for proofreading and 
Dan Connor for managing distribu-
tion of the Journal via email.  

The Journal Seeks Reporters
The Editor seeks a few members to 
volunteer to take notes at meets at the 
Annual Meet.
To have an adequate number of 
photos for the photo gallery, the 
Journal wanders the property actively 
shooting everything that moves.
Being deployed at Page Station or 
along the broadway between the High 
Line bridges, precludes visiting the 
Steaming Bays to interview engineers. 
Notes from these interviews provide 
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the source for the captions that accom-
pany photos in the meet photo gallery.
Interested in writing for the Journal ? 
Say hello! I look forward to speaking 
with you via email or at a club event.
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Club Business Update
Jed Weare, Secretary

April 13, 2017

Minutes
The meeting was called to order by 
the President at 7:59 PM on April 13th 
2017, at the WLS track.  18 members 
were present for the meeting.
The Minutes of the March 2017 
meeting were read by the Secretary.
Acceptance of the minutes was 
proposed by John Pilling, seconded by 
Walt Weber, and passed unanimously.

Superintendent’s Report 
— Mark Arsenault
Mark Arsenault presented the Super-
intendent’s Report.
Brush was burned a couple of weeks 
ago.  Yesterday was a general clean-up 
day.  The point motor activation 
switch before the station was repaired.
The tent has been put on the porch.
The tractor battery was found to be 
bad, and will need to be replaced.
The RS3 has been repaired.  New 
front truck wheels were made.  Rust 
in the bearing caps was fixed.
An ash pit for the station area has 
been built but not yet installed.

Old Business
There was no news about the sale of 
coal to the blacksmith, as the Trea-
surer was not present.
Ken Gates loco is no longer for sale.
The electronic lock for the compres-
sor shed is not yet available.

New Business 
Arthur Butler is moving to an apart-
ment in Westboro in mid June, exact 
date not yet determined.  Help for 
the move by members was discussed.  
John Pilling proposed that the club 
rent a truck to assist Arthur’s move.  
The motion was seconded by Bob 
Foster, and passed unanimously.  Vol-
unteers to assist with the move should 
contact Jim O’Brien.
The driveway was plowed in again 
this winter.  Apparently, the Holliston 
Highway Department is sympathetic, 
but they hire contractors to plow, so 
have limited control over them.  The 
installation of “Active Driveway” signs 
was discussed.  One suggestion was 
to consider the driveway a Fire Lane, 
which it actually is, but there might 
be undesirable ramifications, such as 
the need to keep it plowed.  No one 
knew what the rules concerning Fire 
Lanes actually are.

continued Page 5

Now let us go back to a November day 
in 1949, now according to my Boston 
and Maine employees timetable No. 51, 
effective September 24, 1950.
Train No. 313 operated from Boston, 
MA to White River Junction, VT daily 
except Sunday. 
The train consist at Boston’s North 
Station was B&M No. 3713 a 4-6-2, a 
Pacific-type, baggage-mail car, two 
steel smoker coaches and eight air-
conditioned coaches. 
Once the train arrived at Concord, NH 
the train was split. Seven coaches and 
one steel smoker coach were set off. 
Departing Concord, NH, after the set 
off, the train now consisted of B&M No. 
3713, a baggage-mail car, a steel smoker 
coach and an air-conditioned coach. 
Train No. 313 was a first class train, 
running on the Terminal and New 
Hampshire Divisions on the Boston 
and Maine Railroad.
The Terminal division ran from 
Boston, Mass to South Lowell, Mass, 
the New Hampshire Division began at 
South Lowell, Mass to Concord, NH 
and at Concord, NH the train was on 
the New Hampshire division known 

The Wreck of B&M 3713
Pat Fahey • Photos: Don Fellows and 
Arthur Butler, Pat Fahey Collection

To Order:
Email your name as you 
would like it appear to 
WLS Editor J.B. Mentzer 
(creative@zekedev.com).

$9.50 
EA

Last Chance for 2017!

Waushakum Name Tags

Order NOW
for delivery in August.

Features: full color cloisonné Indian head 
applied to 1-in x 3-in plastic name tag in the 
WLS colors of creme and burgundy.

continued Page 5
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Wednesday Work Crew
Our Wednesday work crew has been busy again 
this year maintaining the property, including 
much needed tree trimming and some removals.
New member, Jim Davidson cleaning the roof 
(Photo 1) at Page station. The porch on the 
Hobo Hilton was repainted (Photos 2 & 3) by 
Bob Delisle, Arthur Downer and Jim Davidson
Jim Davidson (Photo 4) arrived with his 
chipper to make short work of the pile of 
branches and dead trees. Jim Davidson Arthur 
Downer, Don Cornell and Marc Arsenault 
(Photo 5).  

Superintendent’s Report
Marc Arsenault • Photos by the Author

1
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continued Page 12

On March 29th, the President at-
tempted to clear the driveway with 
the back hoe, but the hydraulic system 
failed half way.  The problem turned 
out to be a missing set screw in the 
pump motor coupling.  The set screw 
was replaced and the back hoe is back 
in operation.
The first scheduled work day of 2017 
will be Saturday May 6th, 9:00AM to 
3:00PM; May 7th will be a members-
only run day.  Canvas for the station 
waiting area tent will be ordered.
Bob Newcombe will be away on 
vacation for the Annual Meet, so will 
not be able to do his usual stint as 
breakfast chef.  Volunteers to substi-
tute for him are requested.

Camper reservations for the Annual 
Meet are open.
The President reminded the members 
that a guest speaker is still needed for 
the Annual Dinner.
The President reported that there has 
been no negative feedback so far on 
the dues increases.
Jay Berry still has two club engines at 
his house.
Bob Huston said he will no longer be 
able to look after the donuts for the 
meetings, so a replacement is needed.

Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was proposed by 
Bob Foster, seconded by John Pilling, 
and passed unanimously.  The meeting 
was adjourned by the President at 
8:56 PM.

continued from Page 3
Club Business Update

as the Northern, ending at White River Junction. 
Even though train No. 313 was a no name train out 
of Boston, the local’s who rode the train did refer 
to it as The Cannonball. Once the train was split 
in Concord, NH, it was referred to as the Peanut, 
because of its short train length. The total mileage 
from Boston was 143.0, the train made a total of 37 
station stops along the way to Vermont. 
The train left Boston’s North Station at 4:30 PM 
for White River Junction, and would arrive at 8:10 
PM. With an average speed of 50 mph, it took 
three hours and ten minutes to arrive at White 
River Junction, Vt. just as long there wasn’t any 
delays along the way. 
The train would wreck just about 6 miles East of 
Lebanon, New Hampshire. The site of the wreck, 
Bakers is a private crossing in New Hampshire. The 
Mascoma River undermined the railroad. The wreck 
was caused by a mudslide, due to a beaver dam 
breaching during the rainstorm.
The engine and tender derailed on the right-
hand side, in the snow, the rest of the train also 
derailed. There were some injuries, but only minor, 

continued from Page 3
The Wreck of B&M 3713

Aftermath: B&M 3713 and a steel 
coach litter the right-of-way after. 
derailing due to a washout.

two Photos, Pat Fahey Coll.

May 11, 2017

Minutes
The meeting was called to order by the 
President at 8:00 PM on May 11th 2017, 
at the WLS track.  20 members were 
present for the meeting.
The Minutes of the April 2017 meeting 
were read by the Secretary.
Acceptance of the minutes was proposed 
by Bob Mitchell, seconded by Tom 
McCune, and passed unanimously.

Superintendent’s Report 
— Mark Arsenault
The scheduled work day last Saturday was 
accompanied by light rain.  The Hilton and 
kitchen tent area were cleaned out, the 
other tents were erected, the fire hoses 
were installed, and downed wood was col-
lected for chipping.

continued Page 11
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16th Annual Van Brocklin Meet
Photos by J.B. Mentzer June 25, 2017

William S. Van Brocklin, Jr. 
15th Annual Live Steam Meet

1

3

5 6
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4
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Bill Van Brocklin was a prolific contributor to the live 
steam hobby. Authoring numerous articles in live Steam 

magazine, he was adept at improving model steam engines. 
In the shop, he built 40 live steam locomotives.

7

8

9

10 11

Photo 1: Art Downer mixed train. Photo 2: MIke Boucher runs the Hudson. 
Photo 3: Hank Walther on the Station Track while Mike McClure passes on the 
main line. Photo 4: Thanks: President Jim O’Brien and Pam O’Brien working the 
Cook Tent. Photo 5: Joe Ng and George Walsh. Photo 6: Thank you, too: 
Bobby Jo Raiano for being cashier and calling back the orders. Photo 7: Art 
Downer under the new signal bridge at Page. Photo 8: Ken Jackson and his 0-4-0 
with a full train at Steeves Tunnel. Photo 9: Matt Betzner runs Chris Detsikas UP 
switcher. Photo 10: Dan Temple tours the Wilderness Divison. Photo 11: Mike 
McClure of RailroadSupply.com exits Steeves Tunnel running Ken Jackson’s 0-4-0. 
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15th Annual Cars & Motorcycle Meet
Photos by J.B. Mentzer July 16, 2017

Photo 1: CP 5902 bangs the Steaming 
Bay diamonds with WLS Treasurer 
Jim Abrams at the throttle. Photo 2: 
Joe Ng and his Black 5. Photo 3: 
Cook Tent Crew: WLS President 
Jim O’Brien, Bob Newcombe and Pam 
O’Brien. Photo 4: A box cab electric 
heads out. Photo 5: Dick Ball’s B&M 
EMD passes Art Downer’s train as 
Lilly Mello looks on. Photo 6: Chris 
McClure at the Page Station siding 
switch. Photo 7: Dick Ball exits 
Steeves Tunnel. Photo 8: Art Downer 
at the Page Station siding switch. 
Photo 9: John PIlling running the 
Charlton RS3 with a full train. 

1

2

3
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AnnuAl Meet  
Volunteers

Urgently
    Needed!
Call or email Walt Weber today 
to schedule your shift.

The WLS needs EVERY MEMBER 
to make the 2017 Annual Meet 
a success!

WLS MobiLization CoMMittee

ThERE’s A MEET JoB 
FoR You!

To Volunteer, Contact:

Walt  Weber  
508-478-6319 

waltweber@gmail.com
Jim abrams

Jb mentzer

6 7

8 9
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More Annual Cars & Motorcycle Meet
Photos by J.B. Mentzer

10

11

12

14

13

Photo 10: Meet at Page. Dick Osgood in the siding while Art Downer 
passes on the main. Photo 11: Dan Temple and his electric box cab stop at the 
Steeves Tunnel signal. Photo 12: Ken Gates departs the station running his 
P&W RR M420R in 2015. Photo 13: The Charlton RS3 with Mark Hirtle at 
the throttle. Photo 14: Art Downer spots his train on the loading table lead. 
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2017 Waushakum Calendar of Events
President, WLS Inc. James O’Brien

Saturday May 6th, 2017
Spring Work Day: Members new and old come 

get the track ready for another season.

Sunday May 7th, 2017
6TH Annual Members Meet 

Members Only
Cook Tent: Hot Dogs & Hamburgers

Sunday May 21st, 2017
Albert Hubbard Memorial

Spring Steam-up Meet 

Sunday June 25th, 2017
16TH Annual Van Brocklin Meet
Cook Tent: Hot Dogs & Hamburgers

Note: Fourth Sunday

Sunday July 16th, 2017
15TH Annual 

Antique Car Club & Motorcycle Meet
Cook Tent: Hot Dogs & Hamburgers

Annual Meet 2017 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Thursday August 24th, 2017 6:00 pm

Annual Diner
August 25th, 26th, & 27th, 2017

47TH Annual Meet
Full Cook Tent • Saturday Night Dinner

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

Sunday September 17th, 2017
16TH Annual 

Neighborhood Appreciation Day
Members & Invited Guests Only

Cook Tent: Hot Dogs & Hamburgers

Sunday, October 15th, 2017
Robert Carlson Memorial

Fall Blow-down Meet

Live Steam meets for May ~ October 2017 are listed below by date. Not listed: 
New Year’s Day Meet on January 1st, 2018.
Unless noted, the Cook Tent is closed. Soft drinks are available at the soda 
machine all season.

2017

Happy Holidays

May

June

July

august

septeMber

OctOber

  1 2 3 4 5 6
 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
 28 29 30 31

     1 2 3
 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
 25 26 27 28 29 30

       1
 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
 30 31

   1 2 3 4 5
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      1 2
 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
 29 30 31

continued from Page 5
The Wreck of B&M 3713

the engine crew walked away from 
the wreck. The mud slide did not 
affect the signals because they did not 
detect anything wrong with the track. 
The washout did cause quite a mess, 
but none of the passengers on the 
train were seriously injured.
In order to put things back in order, 
the East Deerfield wreck outfit was 
called out, because the wreck outfit 
in White River Junction could not lift 
the locomotive. 
It took several days to get the track 
back in working order, all traffic was 
rerouted either via Concord to Woods-
ville, New Hampshire or onto Cheshire 
branch of the Boston and Maine.
The locomotive was rebuilt and 
returned to service. Later, the loco-
motive would make its last run on 
April 22, 1956, from Boston, MA to 
Portland, ME via the Western Route. 
The trip was called “Farewell to B&M 
Steam”. It was sponsored by the Mass 
Bay RRE, and this was the last RRE 
excursion with B&M steam power. 
In 1958 the locomotive was sold to 
F. Nelson Blount and would become 
part of his Steamtown collection, then 
in Bellows Falls, VT.
Today, the locomotive is slowly being 
restored to full operation, by the Lack-
awanna & Wyoming Valley Railway 
Historical Society, at the Steamtown 
Historic Site in Scranton, PA. 
Donations can be sent to: 
L&WV R. H. S. Inc P. O. Box 3452 
Scranton, Pa. 18505-0452 or on the 
web @ www.laurellines.org 
I hope you have enjoyed the photos 
taken by past member Don Fellows and 
Arthur Butler for showing them to me. 
I also would like to thank Wayne 
Hills and Colonel Tom E. Thompson 
for the train consists of Train No. 313. 
Also, information came from the B&M 
Bulletin Vol. 20 No. 4. 
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continued from Page 5
Club Business Update

The Wednesday work crew moved 
the burn pile, re-installed a section of 
track in the container yard affected by 
tree roots, upgraded the crossing buck 
at the entrance with a larger battery, 
and installed an ash pit on the ground 
line near the station.  The tractor has 
been given a new battery.  The unload-
ing turntable guides were fouling the 

turntable when low trailers are being 
unloaded, so were removed as they are 
no longer used.  Jim Davidson painted 
the benches in the station area.
There are a couple of dead trees near 
Newcombe Junction.  These will be 
removed at the end of May.  
The dumpster is full.  Pickup will be 
reactivated
Some leaf blowing is still needed.

Old Business
There was no news about the sale of 
coal to the blacksmith.
Attendance at the work day was light, 
probably due to the rain.
The Members Run Day was well 
attended.
The liability insurance inspector 
visited.  All is OK.
The Holliston Building Inspector 
was consulted on the proposed 
“Active Driveway” signs discussed last 
month.  The sign were OK’d, and will 
be ordered.
Arthur Butler’s move is to be on June 17th.
The Treasurer reported that John of 
Friend’s Models will be visiting to 
inspect some patterns, with a view to 
purchasing them.
Mark Arsenault reported that the 
home of our neighbor the blue-
berry farmer was destroyed by fire 
in December.  There is a fund set up 
to help recovery from the fire.  He 
proposed that money be donated 
in the name of Waushakum Live 
Steamers to the fire recovery fund 
for Patt’s Blueberries, the amount to 
be determined by the Officers.  Bob 
Newcombe seconded the motion, 
which was passed unanimously.
Ken Gates’ train is for sale once more.  
Also some machine shop parts.

New Business
WLS received a donation of two 3/4-in 
scale tank engines from Paul Hanson, 
son of former member Walter (Bud) 
Hanson.  One engine was built by Bud, 
the other by Walter Bush.  The decision 
about what to do with them was post-
poned until we have formal evidence 
that they are now our property.

Budd Mfg, an innovator in manufacturing 
“shot welded” stainless steel, developed these 
specialty trains. in the 1950’s.

Of note: The 1956 Santa Fe El Capitan Hi Level 
Lounges are Pacific Parlour Cars, exclusively on 
Amtrak Nos. 11 & 14, the Coast Starlight in 2017.

Classic Advertising

continued Page 14
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We are low on steam oil and hydrau-
lic oil.  The hydraulic system needs 
draining of water.
A new electronic lock has been in-
stalled on the compressor shed.  Both 
codes will open it.
The Al Hubbard Memorial Steamup 
meet will be on May 21st.
John Hanson of the Northeast 
Division of the Train Collector’s As-
sociation contacted us about their 
National Convention, to be held 23 
June, 2018.  They would like to visit 
our track.  There was some discus-
sion, but more information about 
numbers of visitors, etc., is needed.
Camper reservations for the Annual 
meet are open, but going fast.
The President reminded the members 
that a guest speaker is still needed for 
the Annual Dinner.
Ray Burke reported that the Cape 
Flyer, a summer passenger train service 
from Boston to Hyannis, is offering free 
rides for veterans on May 28th.
Mark Arsenault suggested that empty 
space in the newsletter be used to 
display members’ business cards.
The President reported that he has 
appointed Walt Weber to be his as-
sistant for coordination of the Annual 
Meet, to help with the enormous 
amount of work associated with that 
event.  Walt gave a short speech, 
outlining his approach to the job.

Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was proposed 
by John Pilling, seconded by Amelia 
Jamieson, and passed unanimously.  
The meeting was adjourned by the 
President at 9:25 PM.

June 8, 2017

Minutes
The meeting was called to order by the 
Vice-President at 8:02 PM on June 8th 
2017, at the WLS track.  18 members 
were present for the meeting.  The Vice-
President presided over the meeting in 
the absence of the President.

continued from Page 12
Club Business Update

The Hancock 4700 Air Whistle sounded 
like a steam whistle even through it 
operated on compressed air.

When in tune, the whistle played the notes: 
E A C#.

Classic Advertising

The Minutes of the May 2017 
meeting were read by the Secretary.
Acceptance of the minutes was 
proposed by Tom McCune, seconded 
by John Pilling, and passed unanimously.

Superintendent’s Report 
— Mark Arsenault
The dumpster was emptied on the 
last day of the month.
Jim Davidson power-washed the 
toilet trailer and Page Station.
Mary’s Rest Area was cleaned up.
Some frost-heaved posts were reset.
The lights in the kitchen tent area 
were cleaned.
The new signal cantilever bridge was 
installed at Page Station.

The two dead trees near Newcombe 
Junction were cut down.  There was 
some track damage, on the inside 
loop, and on the outer loop near the 
tunnel.  Track repairs are planned for 
this weekend.

Old Business
There was no news about the sale of 
coal to the blacksmith.
The keypad on the compressor shed is 
not working, for one of the entry codes.  
It appears that only the President has 
the ability to change the codes.  This 
was considered to be a problem when 
the President is unavailable.
The Steam Up Meet made $107 in 
donations.
Howard Gorin is to confirm the avail-
ability of Wes Camp to speak at the 
Annual Dinner.
Arthur Butler’s move is set for June 
17th.  Helpers to meet at the track at 
9:00AM, to be confirmed by email.
Larry Micol brought up the negative 
cash f low situation reported by the 
Treasurer, and asked if this was a 
problem.  In response to a question 
from Bill Miller, the Treasurer said 
there were no more major expenses 
expected this year, just items like food 
for meets.  Discussion ranged over 
various subjects, such as the effect of 
weather on the Annual Meet proceeds.
Howard Gorin revived the topic of 
using the popularity of Wes Camp as an 
Annual Dinner speaker to raise signifi-
cant funds, but no concrete suggestions 
of how to do this were suggested.
Bob Huston felt that members needed 
to re-assess their attitude towards the 
club.  It seemed to him that members 
were not putting as much in to the 
club as they ought to, perhaps dis-
playing a lack of enthusiasm?  He 
mentioned a couple of schemes 
(Veridian Electric and Amazon Smiles) 
where money could be channeled to 
the club at little cost, but which had 
been ignored by the membership.
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Copies of the Safety and Oper-
ating Rules were available at the 
meeting. The rule book will also 
be available on the website at a 
future date.
Four broken windows were dis-
covered at Page Station after the 
Steamup Meet.  They have been 
replaced with Plexiglas.  The cause 
of the breakage was probably due 
to vandalism from kids.
The President contacted the 
Train Collectors Society about 
their visit next year.  They were 
asking about costs.  A $5 sug-
gested donation per visitor was 
conveyed to them.
Camper reservations: please 
send email to the President, 
specifying trailer type and 
length and arrival date.
Larry Micol suggested a charge 
for electricity use by campers, 
as they use a lot for AC, etc.  
It is only fair that they pay for 
the electricity usage, as at a 
campground.  Due to town 
rules, we cannot charge a fee 
for camping.  Jim Davidson 
proposed that campers be 
asked to make a donation to 
cover electricity when their 
reservation is confirmed.
Spraying for ticks was discussed.
Jim Davidson brought up the 
topic of engineers not paying 
attention, following too close 

In 1937, a Canadian Pacific Railway 
promoted new high-speed local 
passenger trains powered by recently 
built 4-4-4 arranged Jubilee class 
engines. The semi-streamlining 
was also used on the 4-6-4 Royal 
Hudsons and 2-10-4 Selkirks.

Classic Advertising

New Business
Father Jay will be celebrating his 
25th Anniversary of Ordination on 
June 11th.  Details were given of the 
celebration events for those interested 
in participating.
The Van Brocklin Meet will be June 
25th.  Food will be available.
“Do not Block Driveway” sign has 
been ordered.

behind, not obeying signals, etc. 
The rules in the Safety handout 
cover much of this, including the fact 
that any member is empowered and 
obliged to stop behavior that is not 
in accordance with the safety rules.  
Larry Micol suggested we adopt 
the practice of other clubs with a 
Safety Briefing every morning for all 
members and visitors.

Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was proposed 
by Marc Arsenault, seconded by Don 
Ritchie, and passed unanimously.  The 
meeting was adjourned by the Presi-
dent at 9:06 PM.
Respectfully Submitted, 
Jed Weare
Secretary



The Waushakum Live Steamers, Inc.
P.O. Box 6034
Holliston, MA 01746


