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Engine Talk by Terry Bird
First may I wish all members and families a very "Happy
Christmas" and an even better
"New Year"
One of the top jobs at Old
Oak Common (the largest of the
GWR loco depots) was the 2 hour
London to Birmingham Inter City
Express, we were always guaranteed a loco in first class condition,
beautifully polished and fueled with
the best quality Welsh steam coal.
The Train was booked
right away from number 1 platform
at Paddington Station at 09.00 hrs
on the dot, and the Station Master
was always on hand and resplendent in his Top Hat and Tails,
(a very formal suit for special occasions), but before this could
happen a lot of work preceded this. The crew were due to
book on duty at 06.45 hrs and were allowed one hour and fifteen minutes to prepare the loco. Although as a matter of
course we always booked on an hour earlier than this (unpaid)
in order to make sure the fire was well burned through and the
oiling done to the last drop. All GWR engines had inside
motion unlike North American practise where your valve gears
were all external, if your driver was on the fat side as a matter
of course you would do the oiling underneath for him, he in
turn would go and make the tea. At this juncture I must point
out our Nation was founded on tea and I do recall that
wretched business in Boston with a certain Mr Jones running
up the street shouting "the British are coming!" We lost our
best Colony over this; however I digress. The chosen locos for
this turn would always be a King or Castle class, the Kings,
also known as 'man killers', would require 2 tons of coal to
make the fire up, all this was done by hand to make sure your
fire was perfectly shaped. You placed each lump of coal with
care and as Welsh coal was very soft it required time to burn
through slowly, if you had a Castle class the same applied but
they would only need a ton and half of hand placed coal
having a smaller firebox.
Upon leaving Paddington you would open all the
dampers and close the firehole doors for the first mile and then
pick up your shovel and start; should by perchance at this
juncture you had been out the previous evening and slaked
your thirst to a degree of excess, you instantly regretted this
error on your behalf. The first 30 miles were all uphill and
shoveling was none stop, then a brief respite downhill where
you could swig a mug of tea, and then back to the shovel for
the next 60 miles. As Kings had slightly smaller wheels than a
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Castle they would easily exceed 100mph and often did, the
noise was deafening at this speed and it took the skill of a
ballet dancer to keep on your feet, but magic it was.
Re-enter City
The route to Birmingham and then on to
Wolverhampton (a further 17 miles) was directly North West of
London and traversed the Counties of Middlesex,
Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire, Warwickshire and finally
Staffordshire, the principle stations being High Wycombe,
Princess Risborough, Banbury, Royal Leamington Spa,
Birmingham Snow Hill and finally Wolverhampton where we
hooked off and repaired to the depot for servicing and much
needed refreshment. In the meantime the coaches would be
taken to the carriage sidings, cleaned and serviced and as the
train had a Restaurant car the Chef re-stocked his pantry for
the return run.
A King/Castle tender would hold 8 tons of coal provided it was stacked correctly, the first two tons as mentioned earlier were used to make your fire up, this was replaced before
you went off shed from the coal stage, the tender would be full
of water, 5000 Imperial gallons (our gallon is 8 pints not 6 like
yours thus proving we are better beer drinkers) and we had a
system of collecting water on the move by way of a trough
placed between the rails that was full of water. The tender had
a wind down scoop that at speed would collect up to 5000 gallons in one hit, to avoid overfilling a level gauge was placed
adjacent to the scoop handle, these troughs were placed 30
miles apart the first being at High Wycombe, then Ayno
(Banbury) and finally as far as we were concerned Hatton
some 18 miles from Birmingham, this then avoided the need to
stop en route for water and a godsend they were too.
After our refreshments at Wolverhampton we would
then re-coal the Tender approx. 5 tons for the run home again,
top up the water in the tender and clean the fire with the aid of
a large pricker bar and remove what clicker we could. Then at
the appointed hour trickle down to Wolverhampton station and
back on to our train for a 4/30 departure calling only at
Birmingham, the run then back to Paddington was 112 miles
and was scheduled for exactly two hours. The weight of the 14
coaches would equate to approx. 500 tons.
All of the long distance jobs were called mileage turns
and unless your duty exceeded 12 hours you got paid for the
miles done and not the hours worked however from a financial
point of view the jobs paid well but bloody hard work, as my
hands were so hard from the many tons of coal shoveled my
party piece was to place a burning cigarette anywhere on my
hands and not feel a thing. This was all very macho but did not
cut much ice with your girlfriend in more "intimate" moments
where a gentle touch would yield better results.
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Happy New Year to all! Let’s look forward to making
a lot of steam and having a great year of building and running.
Remember, Safety First and supervise your children and
guests at all times while attending WLS. (I said that last year
also).
Our hobby is so maintenance intense!
But that’s not really news to many of us that are
active in operating equipment or working at the track regularly.
It might even be fair to say that more than half the time spent
in active model railroading in our larger scales is spent on
maintenance. There is always something to do. Along with
our engine/equipment maintenance, we have facility maintenance and planned upgrades that takes countless hours of
volunteer help and leadership. Also, we have administrative
maintenance that keeps the organization’s business in order
so that we can continue to enjoy the benefits of a non-profit
entity. It’s more work than anyone can ever imagine. This is
the type of behind the scenes work that you don’t see. As
long as we are in good standing with local authorities, the IRS,
neighbors, don’t get fined, audited, and avoid costly legal problems, the job is being done well. In addition, and often over
looked, the food services offered at the track is vital to our club
enjoyment. We hope to report more in detail on this very
important function soon.
Requests are often made for volunteers to come forward to lend a hand in the work that needs to be done for a
big event. The help received is greatly appreciated. In addition, requests are also being made for people to lead work
groups and be committee chairpersons. We are starting to get
people to come forward and are anxiously awaiting their committee findings in formal reports at the business meeting.
Often times, few are able to participate in club work, and many
would like to, but the commitments of everyday life will not
allow this. You can still greatly help! And this is how...
Be supportive of all the volunteer workers at WLS.
Be especially supportive of the group leaders because they
are the ones that are familiar with the problems at hand. They
are pro-active to keep the place running smooth with future
avoidance of down time. When the work leaders make a
equipment funding request for WLS, it is for the good of WLS
and all who come and enjoy the facility. Vote yes when funding requests are made. If you cannot attend regular business
meetings, email or write to your club officers and instruct them
to vote yes on your behalf when these requests are made so
we can give our volunteers the necessary equipment to do the
job. After all, if we don't follow their pro-active advice, who's
problem does it become when it becomes a problem?

Club Meeting Highlights
October Meeting
There are fewer run days left in the 2010 season so
we saw Ian Fisher, Bill G., Joe Cardelle and Joe Ng running
before the last meeting of the season at the track. Another
reminder to all that the next meeting will be held at the
Holliston Historical Society, a first for us. Our meeting started
on time and with the financial highlight being a recap of the
numbers from the Annual meet in August. Turns out the 3
days of great weather definitely had an impact on the bottom
line. Not a record-breaking moneymaker like the 50th Annual
meet, but a very respectable amount of dollars were netted.
In addition, dues are already coming in at a brisk pace due to
the Journal coupon/announcement.
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Superintendent Marc Arsenault reports that the big
effort last month was continued work on the car storage container. The Wednesday work group has been scrapping and
repainting the interior ceiling. Art Downer has fabricated shelf
brackets to accommodate a second level of car storage.
Planking is already being installed. Work is also beginning on
installing overhead doors. The big effort will be insuring the
container’s roof will be watertight for the future. Patching is
being done and plans will be to put a more permanent covering, possibly over the adjacent container as well.
Pat Fahey spotted an air leak in the right side steaming bay. After some digging around, a leak was found in the
joint of a copper tee that required rejoining. Propane or map
torches were not effective due to the depletion of oxygen in
the hole that they were working in. Art Downer brought in oxyacetylene to make the connection. Looking more into the
future for maintenance in the steaming bay area is to try to
alleviate the on-going frost heaving that’s occurring.
The final event of the season will be this coming
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Sunday, the Fall Dick Bourinot Blowdown Meet. Weather
looks to be sunny and cool. If this is true, WLS will be rain
free this year for all of our meets. After the Blowdown meet,
preparation will be made to drain the water system, empty our
dumpster and have the final pumping out of our toilets. Of
course, water being turned off will not stop members from
running. A reminder to all that want to run is to have an
experience WLS member there to turn the water on and off.
We have learned that Dario Caiazzi’s wife is receiving
care in a convalescent home and our thoughts and prayers go
out to them. This month, we have 3 new members: Daniel
Temple from Marlboro and Brian Cunningham from Westborough, they are sponsored by Jim O’Brien and are associate
members. Peter Thompson of Natick is a full member,
sponsored by Dick Ball.

November Meeting
The November meeting was held at the Holliston
Historical Society for the first time. As many know, we are an
active participant in their annual train show during February.
The society’s main house is located on Washington St., across
from the police station.
Superintendent Mark Arsenault reports that the club is
buttoned up for the winter. All water lines have been blown
out and antifreeze has been added to the sink and shower.
Again, members wanting to run should use the garden hose
from the entry shed, and put away accordingly after use. The
dumpster has been emptied and the toilet trailer has been
pumped out. The Hilton gutters have been cleaned and an
additional surveillance camera installed. A couple of copper
joints in the air lines at Cornell station had to be repaired.
Seems they were mostly likely caused by constant sudden
high air pressure surging into that branch line. A solution will
be to add a pressure reducer to the line in the future. This
naturally opened up the floor to quite a bit of discussion on the
correct way to solve this problem and our Superintendent invited members to come in to a Wed. session to help solve the
problem (it will be interesting to see if anyone speaking up
comes). Meanwhile, the car storage container has a second
level shelf installed to store lighter items. This gives 104’ of
storage in addition to the 120 feet at the ground level.
President Jim led the installing of the overhead doors that
required the removal of the heavy swinging steel doors. The
roof on the container will require attention next season, but is
secure for the winter. Out in the yard area, switches have
been upgraded and the big project was the compressor shed
move. The new site has been prepped during the warmer
months and the move took place on a Wednesday in
November. The Wednesday crew made the move look simple,
but it was actually a challenge to move an aged structure. The
work continued into Thursday, which was a very rainy day, and
we were up and running for the following weekend. The electrical punch list that has been worked on during the year and
there are only 2 items left. They are installing GFI’s in the
Hilton and upgrading the electrical box in the entry shed to be
in compliance with local requirements. Next Wed., 11/17, will
be the last work day of the year for the Wednesday group.
Members are still encouraged to come up and perform work in
a safe manner when they are available.
President Jim reports that the Dick Bourinot
Blowdown Meet was very successful, highlighted by the dedication of the transfer table to Dario Caiazzi. On a sad note,
Jim announced that Jay Berry’s father has passed away on
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Oct. 23. In addition, Pat Fahey’s brother passed away on
Nov.1. We have learned that Charlie Purinton has been hospitalized with a heart condition. Our Nov. meeting was held on
Veterans’ Day and we were pleased to hear the announcement that long time Life Member Arthur Butler has been
awarded the Purple Heart and Bronze Star in a recent
ceremony in Marlboro. President Jim asked all veterans
present at the meeting to stand, and thanked them all for the
their dedicated service. About one third of the room stood.
There was quite a bit of discussion on the Junior
Members category, mainly in regards to mandatory adult
supervision while the junior member is at the track. This was
brought up due to junior members being dropped off at the
track without adult supervision. There was also lengthy discussion about meeting 501(c)(3) requirements and the recent
lawsuit news at Train Mountain. The bottom line is that
extensive documentation is required and on-going operation
of the club as an educational and historic preservation
organization is vital to retaining the 501(c)(3) status.
VP Joe brought up ideas on purchasing a backup
compressor, an emergency transfer table repair kit, and faster
electric motors for the groundline switches. After a short period of discussion, Howard Gorin will look into the possibility of
obtaining a replacement motor for our current aging compressor, Jim O’Brien will report back on which switches to get, and
Jed Weare, who does do quite a bit of the maintenance and
trouble shooting work on the transfer table, assured us that the
most likely failure will be the electric motor and that it is not
necessary to purchase a chain kit.
Peter McMurray of the Holliston Historical Society
and coordinator of the annual train show tells us that the
February show will be the weekend before Washington’s
Birthday. There is a possibility that the show will be held at
the town hall which will allow a larger exhibition space and
more parking.
Guy Jones donated a large framed print of Walt
Disney shown with some of his groundline (7.5”) equipment.
This is a welcomed addition to WLS and will be displayed at
the Hilton.
President Jim reports that the Coke machine will
continue to be in operation during the winter months, but will
not be replenished. The annual cost for electricity is only 18.00
and the best selling flavor is Dr. Pepper.
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December Meeting
It really started to feel like winter as our December
meeting was held on one of the coldest days of the season as
of yet. We woke to temperatures in the low teens. We even
had a Christmas tree at the meeting courtesy of the Holliston
Historic Society.
Marc Arsenault gave us a brief Superintendent’s
report from the Wednesday work group’s single work day in
November. After the compressor shed has been moved, the
regulator valve has been adjusted for greater efficiency and
hopefully, will reduce equipment wear. It will turn on at 90 psi
and shut off at 140 psi. The guys tested the loading lift with
the new settings by putting the former Charlton engine and 2
guys on it. The lift was made with ease at 70 psi. They had
time to add anti-freeze to the toilet trailer and that was all for
the season. Marc will be making up a wiring diagram for all
the new wiring changes done earlier.
President Jim reported that Charlie Purinton passed
away on November 11, he was 88 years old. Many will know
that Charlie was an avid live steamer and the son of Charles
A. "Carl" Purinton, IBLS founder. We were also pleased to
see Arthur Butler at of December meeting after having a brief
and uneventful hospital procedure done. Great news about
Bob Newcombe as we have learned that he was released
from the hospital today. Bob was in for gall stone removal and
some extra work to his GI track. Don Cornell is resting at
home after a one night stay at the hospital. We have learned
that he had a few stitches after bumping his head.
The February Holliston Historical Society train show
will most likely be held at the main house and barn. Earlier, it
was hoped that the show would be held at a larger facility.
Dick Ball wants to organize a visit to a WLS meet by the Hub
Div. of the NE model RR club some time in the summer of
2011. Plans will be firmed up for this. Meanwhile we will be
expecting a group visit from the Big Train Operator convention
during Saturday, July 30. The car meet has been rescheduled
to this date. This should be a fun time for all.
Nominations for 2011 officers are now being accepted. Nominations can be made up to the time of the January
business meeting. At this moment, the only members running
are the current officers. (it’s either they are doing a great job,
or no one wants to take the responsibility). President Jim is
also looking for a volunteer to plow our driveway for the
January meet. When it snows, the town snowplows often
piles the snow in front of our driveway not realizing that it is in
active use. President. Jim will place a sign.
Jed Weare announced that he has found a neat
cable channel called RFD. It has featured videos of locomotives and train stuff. We had lots of items brought in by members for show and sale. Al Hubbard is doing some major
house cleaning and donated a 3/4” Atlantic chassis that was
auctioned at the end of the meeting. Russ Page and Ken
Gates brought in some electric switch mechanisms in
response to last month’s meeting request for faster switches
for the passenger siding. Joe Cardelle showed a 3/4” scale
copper boiler for a Northern project he’s working on.
The meeting was short, only lasting 41 minutes.

1. Treasurer Jim is auctioning off the Atlantic chassis in the
foreground donated by Al Hubbard. 2. Detail on Ken Gates’s
switch powered by an electric drill (fast and powerful). 3. & 4.
Detail on Russ Page’s switch mechanism. 5. Russ and Ken
are talking switches.

1.

2.

4.

5.

3.
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Our meeting at the Holliston Historical Society.

2011 WLS Officer Nominations

Treasurer Jim, President Jim and Secretary Ian are shown
above, VP Joe is taking the picture. So far they are the only
members nominated for officers for 2011. Nominations can be
made up to the January business meeting in 2011.

2010 Superintendent of Maintenance Report
Another ambitious year
at Waushakum Live Steamers
has come to a successful end.
The spring of 2010
started as a continuation of
2009, heavy rains again flooded
our club grounds. Although our
work crew was ready to start
tackling the tasks remaining
from the previous year and
anxious to start new projects,
we were limited to trimming
brush and cutting down several trees along the main line
that were identified as being too close for safe passenger
operations.
As the weather became more subdued, in mid April,
the seasonal club opening chores were completed and we continued the ground preparation for the planned passenger station siding extension. Bob Newcomb then added his expertise
by fabricating and installing the track and tie sections, including
the switches, to our club standards. Dick Ball and Dave
Remington spent considerable time reworking the track and
ties in the yard that had succumb to age and frost heaves. As
the flood water receded, the Wednesday retiree's work crew,
Bob Delisle, Arthur Downer, Dave Remington, Roger Austin,
and Don Cornell were finally able to complete the underground
electrical connections to the maintenance workshop container.
With the anticipation of moving the compressor shed further
down the track later in the year, we also installed underground
utilities to the new site.
The site preparation for the new car storage container
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was completed in June. In July the container was delivered
and set in its designated location along the tree line. Internally,
the ceiling was then scraped of peeling paint, cleaned, holes
patched and repainted white. Overhead lighting, electrical outlets, tracks and the previously purchased overhead door were
then installed. The shelving brackets were fabricated off site by
Arthur Downer in his home shop. Once installed and with the
shelving secured, the club now has an additional 224 ft. of
secure car storage space. Bob Newcomb reworked the container yard switches and added connection tracks and new
spurs for future expansion. Dick Ball extended the water fire
line to cover the area at the end of the maintenance workshop
area and parking lot, and also rebuilt the two decorative water
tower support stands.
Favorable weather continued throughout the summer
and into the fall. Many additional club members stopped by
and donated their time to clean, paint and groom the grounds
in the weeks before the big meet, including Pat Fahey who
continues to operate and maintain our lawn tractors.
Our big run weekend in August saw one of our larger
attendances ever. Unfortunately, as the unloading of visiting
running stock was beginning to get heavy, we experience erratic operation with our loading lift. Temporary measures were
taken to alleviate the problem, however, it was later determined
that low oil and a worn out oil control valve were the main culprit. Additional maintenance preformed later corrected some
minor deficiencies.
In September as Hurricane Earl approached New
England, an emergency call was sent out for volunteers to take
down the tent covers ASAP and to secure the club grounds in
an attempt to limit damage. Don Cornell, Dave Remington, Bob
Newcombe joined me for the work detail. Fortunately, the big
blow never materialized.
Bob Delisle has been put in charge of our video security system. He has since extended the coverage to include
four zones within the club grounds.
After the last run date in October the crew successfully took on the last major project of the year which was the two
day compressor shed move.
As I look back at the 2010 work effort of the members
mentioned above, which calculates to over 2000 dedicated
man hours, I can proudly state that it continues to be a pleasure to share these work sessions to improve the club grounds
and to enjoy the friendship of fellow members.
Marc Arsenault
Superintendent of Maintenance , WLS

Improper WLS Facility Shutdown
We have been getting some reports from our track
watchers that there has been some improper facility shut
downs at the club. They are as follows:
First instance:
Chain was left down and the rest room trailers were unlocked.
This turned out to be intentional. President Jim left it that way
so we could have the final pumping out for the winter.
Second instance:
The water was left on in the entry shed. Members running in
the winter time have to remember that the water is shut off to
the facility and the only water available is by garden hose.
The hose has to be drained and coiled neatly after use and
put away in the entry shed. The water valves at the meter has
to be turned off. Water valves that go to the property CAN
NOT BE TURNED ON, these are mark with a sign.
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Improper Facility Shutdown

cont.

Experienced WLS members must be present when running
in the winter time. Members running left it on due to miscommunication
Third instance:
The door in the lower part of the tower was left open. There
was no resolution to this.
Fourth instance:
Power was improperly turned off to the engine house. There
was no resolution to this.
We need to remember our WLS shutdown check list!
Thanks for your cooperation, and also smile when
entering and leaving the facility because you're on camera.
Due to the inattention of club facility shut down procedures,
the Journal is posting the list again. We hope that the procedures will be followed to avoid future exposure. Thanks again
to all of our members for observing this.

Facility shut down checklist
This list is for the regular run season (some procedures are different for the winter run season). Remember to
follow our RULES OF THE ROAD. Even though you may not
have turned on or used any of the facilities, the following list
needs to be checked. The facility has surveillance cameras,
so smile as you enter and exit the property.
If you are the last one to leave the WLS facility, here
are your responsibilities:
Walk-around: Be sure that there are no other members or
visitors remaining on the property. Walk around the property,
usually along the highline inner loop to give a final check.
Transfer table:
Lower the lift, store the
table in its storage shed,
lock the the sliding door,
turn off the lift's power at
the breaker box in the
engine house.

POWER
OFF

Turn tables (both units):
Lower the lifts to the
ground position.

OPERATE
Engine house:
Lower and lock all overhead doors (5 doors), turn
off lights on the inside and
outside. Lock outside
switch box with padlock.
CHARGE
Shut man-door and make
sure it is locked shut by
giving the door a couple of pushes.

BLEED

Page Station: Doors locked.
Compressor shed:
SHUT
Turn off compressor using
OFF
BLEED
the compressor power off
switch (not the breaker
panel). Shut off airline to
the steaming bay with
angle ball cock at the right
SHUT
end of the compressor tank.
OFF
Bleed the airline to the
steaming bay. It is not necessary to bleed the tank.

January 2011
Tower: Doors locked and lights & heat off.
Hobo Hilton: Turn power off to the coffee pots, close
refrigerator doors, close faucets. Lock doors and windows.
Entry shed: Turn water off
with the main water shut off
valve. Close the water
valves supplying WLS
areas. Turn lights off and
lock the entry door.

SHUT
OFF

Rest room trailer: Be sure
men's and women's sides
are empty. Turn power off
to the lights/fans. Lock both outer doors with the pad locks.
Handicap porta-potty: Lower seat cover and close entry
door with cinder block to keep door closed when not in use.
Put the chain up at the entrance upon leaving.
Report any problems to one of the Officers.

êêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêê
2011 Calendar of Events
January Club Meeting
January 13
Cabin Fevor Expo
January 15 - 16
February Club Meeting
February 10
Holliston Historic Society Annual Train Show February 12-13
NEMES 14th Annual Model Engineering Show
February 19
March Club Meeting
March 10
April Club Meeting
April14
May Club Meeting
May 12
Jim Stuart Memorial Spring Steam-up Meet
May 15
(No food, soda only)
June Club Meeting
June 9
10th Annual Van Brocklin Meet
June 26
(Hot Dogs & Hamburgers)
July Club Meeting
July 14
9th Annual Antique Car Meet (Welcome BTO!)
July 30
Held on a Saturday this year to
welcome the BTO convention
(Hot Dogs & Hamburgers)
August Club Meeting
August 11
WLS Annual Dinner (6pm)
August 25
WLS 41st Annual Meet
August 26, 27, 28
56th Anniversary Meet
(Full cook tent, Sat. night dinner)
September Club Meeting
September 8
10th Annual Neighborhood Appreciation Day September 25
(Invitation Only, Hot Dogs & Hamburgers)
October Club Meeting
October 13
Harold Crouch Memorial Fall Blow-down Meet October 16
(No food, soda only)
November Club Meeting
November 10
December Club Meeting
December 8
Note:
May - Oct. meeting held at Hobo Hilton, at the track.
Nov. - Apr. Club meeting held at the Holliston Historic
Society (across from the police station)
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In memory of
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Charlie Purinton
1922 to 2010
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WLS Member
Active Live Steamer, son of
Charles A. "Carl" Purinton
IBLS founder

January 2011
Charles S. "Charlie" Purinton, 1922-2010
Son of "Brotherhood of Live Steamers" 1932 founder, the late
Charles A. "Carl" Purinton; live steam pioneer; builder;
teacher; mentor; and friend.
Charles S. Purinton, 88, of Amesbury, and formerly
of Byfield, died Thursday, Nov. 11, 2010 at the Country Manor
Nursing Home in Newburyport. He was the husband of
Barbara (Sweet) Purinton.
Mr. Purinton was born in Boston on July 22, 1922,
son of the late Charles A. and Mary Russell Watson Purinton.
Charles graduated from Wentworth Institute and was a World
War II veteran serving with the U.S. Navy. Charles retired from
Sylvania as a machinist. He was a member of the Northeast
Live Steamers Club and enjoyed designing, building and running steam locomotives.
In addition to his wife, he is survived by his three children and their spouses, Charles A. and Jane Purinton of
Salisbury,. Nancy P. and Thomas Cuff of Frederick, Md., and
Sarah P. and Michael Lord of Rowley; also a sister, Harriot
"Bunny" Nutter of Topsfield; three grandchildren, Aisha L.
McKibben and Zachary W. Purinton, Chad H. Lord; and two
great-grandchildren, Hannah and Vianne Lord.
ARRANGEMENTS: Burial services will be private and at the
convenience of the family. There will be no calling hours. In
lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Alzheimer's
Assoc., 311 Arsenal St., Watertown, MA 02472. Condolences
may be submitted at. www.fsrobertsandson.com.

c
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The Journal wants your article
for the April 2011 Newsletter!
Send in your pictures, news, construction
articles, and show & meet reviews!

photo from Friend’s Models

êêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêê

2011 Dues are now due!
Please fill out the coupon and submit with your payment in a timely manner to our Treasurer. Be sure to check the box for
receiving your future Journal by email. For members using the engine house, rental payment and coupons must be received by
January 31, 2011 to keep your name on the engine house roster. Space is very limited in the engine house and the waiting list is
extremely long. Non payment for engine house rentals will remove your name and allow the next person in line to take your space.
In addition, engine house users are expected to actively participate in WLS work days or club duties. And, as usual, tax deductible
contributions are always welcomed!
cut here

2011 Waushakum Live Steamers Annual Payment Coupon
Name
Annual
Dues
Street
Engine House
Rental
City, State, Zip
Contribution
Email
Telephone (Land line and Cell)

In the future, please send newsletter by email

Full $100.00

Affiliate 15.00

Life

Junior 15.00

Associate 50.00

Honorary

Engine House Rental 50.00

Please make check payable to:
Waushakum Live Steamers, Inc.
Dues are due by January 31, 2011
Total
Enclosed
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Around The Track
Just some tidbits of news at the track.

Barry (we did not catch his last name) was visiting WLS from
the UK during the Blowdown Meet. He is in a couple of live
steam clubs in England and was delighted go around the
mainline as your Editor’s guest. It’s wonderful to be able to
connect up with visiting model engineers from other parts of
the world and show them some WLS hospitality!

We have a new attraction on the groundline, an abandoned
gold mine named Fahey’s Folly created by Dick Ball. This
gives us a little more railroad flavor during our runs.

Secretary Ian is taking charge of the winter blowdown of the
club’s Hudson during one of the warm Sundays that followed
the Blowdown meet. The engine needs some maintenance
work before operations can resume in the spring.

Mr. Fix-it himself, Joe Cardelle is working on a 1” scale
Doodlebug. The battery powered unit was built by the late
Ken Taylor and donated to WLS by his wife. Joe will get the
unit running so that we can use it as a sanding engine for the
highline
cut here

Dues payment, Engine House rental and WLS member information coupon
is on the reverse side. Please mail back with payment (if applicable) to:

Waushakum Live Steamers, Inc.
P.O. Box 6034
Holliston, MA 01746
Attn: WLS Treasurer

How have you contributed to Waushakum recently?

êêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêê
êêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêê
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Work Days at WLS
Fall is a busy time at WLS for the Wednesday
work crew as they button the place up for winter. Below,
Bob Delisle and Roger Austin are painting container’s ceiling while it is accessible before the cars are moved in for
the winter.

Roll-up doors were installed on our car container with
President Jim leading the effort. The metal doors were cut
off at the hinges with the help of a torch, and given back to
the folks that sold the container to us.

Superintendent Marc and Roger Austin are installing planking
for the second shelf of car storage. In the back, a third shelf
is installed. Art Downer designed and welded the metal shelf
supports.

Art Downer had to bring in Oxy-acetylene to repair an air line
leak that was underground. Don and Dick are assisting

c

In memory of

c

Norman E. Berry
1915 to 2010

c

Father of WLS Member and
Superintendent of Motive Power
Jay Berry

The interior of the car container is ready for use with the
shelves in place. Their is 224 linear feet of storage track.

c
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More Work Days at WLS
One of the big Fall projects was to move the compressor shed. This would lessen noise at the passenger
loading area and allow for better loading and unloading at
the station and equipment on our lift. The move has been
planned for months with many Wednesday workdays dedicated to the site preparation at the new location near the
coal bunker. The move went very smoothly. But your
Editor can report that the Wednesday guys make it look so
easy, it really was not that simple .

photo by Marc Arsenault

Big projects always involve digging. Dick, Bob and Art man
the shovels, we’re pretty sure Marc A. put his shovel down to
man the camera for the Journal.

The old location (looks like we just buried something there)
and the new location 150 feet away. Nice work guys!

above photos by Marc Arsenault

The load is securely latched on and Don C. is at the wheel to
move the shed approximately 150 feet.

The inside of the compressor shed shows a space in the
right hand corner that has steam oil stacked. This is a great
place for the back-up compressor to be located. The backup compressor was a recommendation by the Wednesday
workgroup as a pro-active move to eliminate down time due
to compressor failure at the worse possible time, like an
Annual Meet. Our dedicated volunteer workers know the
weaknesses in the system. This is a good recommendation
and we should follow their advice. If we don’t, we should all
just step aside when there is a failure and allow others to
implement their plan.
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Butler said he was wounded in the hip and stomach
and spent several weeks recovering in a hospital. By the time
he got out, the war was over.
For his actions and wounds, he received the Purple
Heart and Combat Infantry Badge.
After the war, Butler returned to his hometown of
Framingham and worked in the banking business for 40
years. He moved to Southborough in 1989.
As for other veterans who may be entitled to the
Bronze Star, Wilson encourages them to contact him at 508229-2172.
"There are probably a lot of people entitled to these
medals," he said. "If they try to contact me, I can help them."

We found another leak. This time a faulty coupler was replaced
in the air line.

Arthur Butler is recognized for WW II
Heroism at Southborough Ceremony
World War II veteran finally gets medal
from The MetroWest Daily News

It took 65 years, but World War II Army veteran
Arthur Butler finally got his Bronze Star, an award for which
he didn't even know he was eligible until last month.
About a dozen local veterans, town officials and
police officers gathered at the All Wars Memorial on Main
Street yesterday as U.S. Rep. Jim McGovern, D-3rd, presented the Southborough resident with the Bronze Star, as well as
a new Purple Heart to replace the one he received after being
wounded by a Japanese grenade in June 1945.
"I get to do some incredible things as a congressman, and I get to meet some amazing people, but nothing
gives me more joy than to meet people like you, sir,"
McGovern said as he pinned the first award to Butler's jacket.
Veterans Agent John Wilson said Butler had contacted him a month ago about replacing his Purple Heart. In the
process, Wilson learned that Butler was also entitled to the
Bronze Star, the military's third-highest decoration for valor.
"It was a nice surprise," Wilson said.
Wilson said he contacted McGovern, and, with the
help of American Legion Commander Steve Whynot, awarded
Butler the medal.
Many yesterday referred to Butler as a hero.
"Due to the actions of Cpl. Butler and other servicemen, the U.S. was able to prevail in World War II," McGovern
said.
Butler began his military service in July 1943 and
was sent to fight in Okinawa with Company A, 1st Battalion,
184th Regiment of the 7th Infantry Division.
One night in June 1945, Butler, then 24, crawled into
a foxhole to watch for Japanese soldiers. "We were supposed to be sleeping, but the Japanese did a lot at night,"
Butler said. During their watch, Japanese soldiers crossed
their lines, and Butler and the other men on duty sprang into
action. "We just got in their way and had to start throwing
grenades," Butler said. Butler and three other men suffered
wounds during the fight but had to wait until morning before
they could be rescued.

Southborough World War II Army veteran Arthur Butler, 89,
received the Bronze Star and a new Purple Heart during
Thursday's ceremony at the All Wars Memorial in
Southborough. from The MetroWest Daily News

WLS Welcomes a Visit by Big Train
Operators Members in July, 2011
The Big Train Operator’s 2011 Convention will be
held in Boston this year and some of their members will be
making an organized visit to WLS. The occasion will be on
Saturday, July 30, 2011 during our Annual Car Meet which
was rescheduled to a Saturday this year. It is estimated that
a bus load (50 people) of train enthusiasts will be coming for
the tour.
Big Train Operator, or known as BTO is a national
club focused on garden model railroading in G gauge. They
have local chapters throughout the United States and every
year they hold an annual convention in a different city. A few
WLS members are also G gauge enthusiasts and are affiliated with BTO. Check out their web page about their upcoming
Boston event and WLS visit!
http://bigtrainoperator.com/boston/index.shtml
This will surely be a great time for all and a great
chance to show some WLS hospitality!
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After Thanksgiving Day Run

2010 Dickie Bourinot Blowdown Meet

The informal after Thanksgiving Day run is usually
done on Friday, but due to rain it was held on Saturday 11/27.
The weather was cool, in the low 40's and looks to be one of
the last couple of run days on the highline for the season.
Those attending were Pat Fahey, John Kelly (running his 0-40), Joe Ng (not running his 3/4" Royal Sovereign), Ian Fisher
(who was going to run, but decided not to bring the equipment
on the cool day), Joe Cardelle, and new member Richard
Jenkins. Richard, as some may remember, showed his newly
acquired 3/4" scale 2-4-0 Mabel during the last Annual Meet.
Richard brought out his recently acquired 3/4" scale Atlantic.
Castings and design were British and the previous
owner/builder built the engine to have an american looking
Atlantic appearance. The workmanship is nice.
"Mechanically, the locomotive is LBSC's "Maisie" design, but
"Americanized" and cosmetically finished as a Boston &
Maine engine. The boiler and grate are quite a bit larger than
Mabel's..." and Richard was able to get around the outer loop
on his first attempt without problems.

The Dickie Bourinot Fall Blowdown meet was a success in many ways. It was our last meet of the 2010 season
and we were very pleased to say that we have not had a rainy
meet day at all this year. Fall is the best time to run steam and
the nice weather brought a very good turnout of engines and the
public. Don Cornell was handling the bulk of the passenger
hauling with help from Bob Latino and Ken Gates. Highline runners were Jay Monte, Ian Fisher, Joe Cardelle, Bob Foster,
Larry Urbanski, Jim McGrath and Joe Ng. We had a surprise
visitor, Barry, from a live steam club in the UK. Their groundline
track is the same as ours (or...we are the same as their's, 7.25”)
and your Editor had the great pleasure of showing him around
the club. Looks like Barry was impressed with the layout as Ian
provided a highline ride and your Editor accompanied Barry for
a groundline ride on his Rock Island diesel model. Your editor
and VP always likes to take the opportunity to show out of town
live steamers and VIP guests around the facility. This builds
good will and shows that WLS always takes the lead.
An important highlight was the dedication of the transfer table to Dario Caiazzi. Dario, as some may not know, constructed the transfer table in his shop many years ago. Dario
has been instrumental and always helpful with club projects and
it was befitting to take this opportunity the recognize his efforts.
A beautiful plaque was made to honor Dario. We'll tell you more
about how the plaque was made by members in a latter article.
The day started with our track guru Bob Newcombe
being the first to open the place up. Bob was already raking the
pine needles and cones off the groundline and walking the track
to make sure there were no fallen branches from the previous
days' noreaster. After he got through with the groundline, he
was raking off the highline till your editor interrupted him and
offered Bob the throttle to his 1" Mikado. Looks like Bob likes
one inch!. After the ride, it was back to raking and the track was
all clear for the day's run.
Everyone had a great time at our last meet. Although
this was the blowdown meet, our water will be shut off and
drained in a couple of weeks, just before Halloween. But this
will not stop the live steamers from running. We usually go till
Thanks giving, or a saying from the old place, 'till the snow flies'.

Dario Caiazzi is honored for his years of service to WLS by
having the transfer table dedicated to him. This event took
place at the Dick Bourinot Blowdown Meet in October with
many members attending.
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Bill Gagne is back at Charles Ro
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by Bill G.

After about 25 years away from here, I'm back in the
saddle at Charles Ro to help out for the busy holiday time.
Back then, the company was smaller and known as Ro
Trains. I was the General Manager then, today, I'm helping
part time in the repair department. I work on engines in HO,
G, Lionel (also LGB), American Flyer and O gauge.
Customers from all over the country send in engines for
repair, and within a few days after we give them a repair cost
estimate, we would fix their engine and have it back to them
by UPS. I also work with making artwork of ID lettering and
road names for all scales of the various rolling stock. The art
would then be applied with a specialized rubber pad press. I
am also helping to expand offerings for the company to the
model railroad community, which could include larger scale
equipment. More about all of this in the future newsletters.

Above is a picture of today’s store front. These are my old
business cards from over 20 years ago. I found these in an
old tool box as I was getting ready to go back to help out.

WLS Club History
Pat Fahey, our grounds keeper, librarian, historian
and very long time member is taking on a huge task by compiling a written history of the club. Pat has collected lots of
information from notes, club meeting minutes, drawings and
early conversations with founding members going back to the
Ashland days. We have seen a preview on disc, and there is
lots of info on it. There will be lots more on this later! Shown
is one of many handwritten pages that were saved. This is
from a club engine census from over 25 years ago. Do you
know anyone in there?
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2011 New Year’s Day Meet
Our New Year’s meet
went on as scheduled after a noreaster piled on a foot+ of snow.
Pat Fahey snapped the picture of
Butler bridge the day after the
storm. Pat noted that there was
no damage to the track from the
high winds the night before. Tony
Raiano plowed our driveway and
parking lot a couple days earlier
and President Jim turned on the
heat in the Hilton and engine
house on Thursday. Jay Berry
and son plowed the groundline using a snowplow built by Marc
Arsenault two years earlier. The one foot deep light powder
was cleared in no time. Marc Arsenault and his grandson
plowed the rest of the yard area. We had an unseasonably
mild day with the temperature reaching the low 50’s; great winter running weather on Saturday. Bill Gagne was the first to be
out on the groundline to do passenger hauling. The transfer
table area was hand shoveled by Dick Ball, Alex Karnes and
your Editor. Soon afterwards, passenger hauling was also
done by Bob Carlson, Marc Arsenault, and Jay Berry. The
highline had quite a bit of activity with John Kelly, Richard
Jenkins, Bev Barnard, Larry Urbanski, and Tony Raiano.
Inside the Hilton, Pam O’Brien prepared and served
her delicious and hearty beef barley soup. Their were many
wonderful treats brought in by members and friends for all to
enjoy. President Jim thanked all the club members and volunteers for their help in making a great year and looked forward
to a great 2011. Jim also took this opportunity to give a special thanks to Joan Raiano for her tireless help and support for
many years at the WLS cooktent. Jim presented Joan with a
beautiful plaque on behalf of the club to recognize her.
We had a very high turnout of engines and participants at our New Year’s meet, which undoubtedly was due to
the mild weather. Looks like the following day, Sunday will
have the same mild weather. We better run and enjoy it while
we can.

Alex and Jim double heading on Bev Barnard and Richard
Jenkins’s Atlantics. photo by Richard Jenkins

photo by Marc Arsenault

c

In memory of

c

Robert E. Fahey
1944 to 2010
Brother of WLS Member
Pat Fahey

c

c

Brandon is at the throttle helping to clean up the groundline
(above). Jay and son are plowing the yard area (left middle).
The transfer table area had to be hand shoveled by Alex, Dick
and your Editor (left bottom).
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WLS Members are building!
Just some of the things that members are building or
working on. Send your pictures in, our members would love
to see what you’re working on!
Joe Cardelle’s boiler
for his Northern project has a few weepers (actually, quite a
few leaks he reports).
The copper boiler is
5” in dia. And the
sheets are nicely
formed, stays neatly
laid out, and appears
to be very well stayed. The water leg seems a bit narrow, but
a yearly flushing with vinegar should avoid scale build up. Get
the pickle ready and the tanks filled. Cleanliness, sufficient
heat and the right silver solder will surely help solve
this problem.

Terry Bird is test firing his beautiful 1” scale King (5” track
gauge) on his back patio. He reported that he forgot to roll up
his awning before the firing. Well, you probably know the rest
of the story. photo supplied by Terry Bird

photo supplied by John Leiby

There’s a lot going on at Secretary Ian’s shop. Shown above
is a 3/4” scale Northern he is working on. We’re not sure
what it is modeled after, but a good guess is that it will follow
a British prototype.

Jon Leiby has figured a way to save coal in his 1” scale
Atlantic! By removing the main drivers and associated connecting rods there will be nothing for the steam in the cylinders to do and a lot of coal will be saved. The only remaining
need for steam will be the whistle, the feed pump and perhaps
the blower since there is no turbo-generator or steam heat
requirement for the riding cars. (However, he may have to
contract for a helper engine to get to the top of the grade.)
George Young (left) shown with his newly built 3/4” scale
model of an English design; really neat work! This engine has
been in the works for many years, and George finally got the
opportunity to come out to WLS for a couple of test runs. He
was a guest of your Editor. We hope to see more of George
as we have learned that he is the new owner of a 3/4” scale
Hall class loco.
Jim Abrams is still at it with
his 1.5” Hudson. Jim’s not
a machinist by trade and
has not had formal training
in this field, but the work
that he turns out is first
class. Shown are the union
link and combination lever
for the Baker valve mechanism. Jim would commenthow many would you like?
This is all on disk.
Sometimes the most
notable accomplishments
are produced by self taught
people.

Waushakum Journal

16

The Hilton was packed during our New Year’s Meet. Members and friends brought in some really
nice treats for all to enjoy. Tony, Bobbie Jo, and Joan Raiano with President Jim are shown after
Joan was recognized for her many years of devoted service to Waushakum.
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