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Engine Talk by Bill Gagne
I have been involved
with railroading and modeling
for most of my life, working with
all scales and even full size
locomotives. Back in the early
1990’s, one of the projects I
worked on was restoration of
an American engine for a private collector in California. The 24” gauge engine was
built by Crown Locomotive. This was scaled down from
standard gauge. It was originally coal fired, but later
converted to propane, carrying 2 fuel tanks in the
tender. The overall condition of the engine was in
reasonable operation. I replaced the front truck wheels,
making them locally in a shop in Leominster. It was
decided to replace the steel cab with a more decorative
wooden one that I fabricated with black oak harvested
from the locomotive owner’s land. The steel tender was
in pretty good shape, but had some signs of surface
corrosion inside the tank. I had to squeeze through
an 18x24” manhole opening to brush on a thick black
sealer. This was the worse part of the job, as I had to
dive into the opening with someone holding my legs.
There was a small fan to provide ventilation. The
engine did not have to be completely torn apart, however I did replace all of the packing. In addition to the
engine restore, I provided most of the labor for laying
the backyard track. This whole project took place over
some years involving many visits to California and
totaling many man-hours.

The engine is being sand blasted down to the bare metal
as the first phase of prep begins for refinishing. Cont. on P. 6

Joe H. Ng, Editor & Publisher
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from the Boston Globe, 6/ 2/08

87, died Saturday May 31, after a short illness.
Born in Bedford, July 2, 1920, son of George Mason and
Helen (Cavanaugh) Dimond. He graduated from Boston
College in 1943 with a BS in Business Administration.
George served as a corporal in The United States
Marine Corps from 1943 to 1945. George worked as a
CPA at Vertipile Inc. in Leominster retiring in 1985 after
many years of service. He was a avid model railroader
who built and maintained multiple small scale live steam
engines and was an active member of Waushakum Live
Steamers for over 50 years. He was an accomplished
photographer with works published in multiple railroad
books. His greatest joys in life came as a loving
husband, father, grandfather and friend. He is already
greatly missed. George was predeceased by his wife of
55 years Mary (Nestor) Dimond who died on February
28, 2000, and his daughter Maryanne Dimond who died
on March 12, 1995. He leaves his children Stephen
Dimond and his wife Olive of Middleton, Elizabeth
Dimond of Salem, Nancy Maciel of Leominster, Patricia
Gowdy and her husband Paul of Fitchburg, and Diane
LeBlanc and her husband Mark of Ringe, NH, his grandchildren Jessica Dimond, Michael Maciel, Brendan and
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Patrick Gowdy and three great grandchildren. The
Funeral will be held on Wednesday (June 4) from The
Curley-Marchand Funeral Home, 89 West St. LEOMINSTER, with a Mass at 10:00 AM in St. Leo's Church,
108 Main St. Leominster. Burial will be at Shawsheen
Cemetery in Bedford. Calling Hours at the Funeral
Home will be on Tuesday June 3 from 2-4 and 7-9 PM.

Farewell thoughts on George Dimond
A eulogy was delivered by WLS member Tim
Jones at St. Leo’s in Leominster on June 4. Tim spoke
up when the Priest asked if anyone would like to say
something. The following are Tim’s words that were
sent to the Journal by Jonathan Leiby. Tim’s words
represent many who knew George:
Good morning everyone. At this time I have the
privilege of sharing some farewell thoughts in honor of
Mr. George Dimond. George was many things to many
people. A WWII Marine, husband, father, grandfather,
great-grandfather, along with being a founding and
fellow member of Waushakum, but more importantly, a
God believing and fearing teacher and friend.
George was a devout Catholic and I remember his
gospel quizzes on Sunday mornings (which I didn’t
always pass) while steaming up the locomotives.
Among the many lessons George taught, perhaps the
most important was his eagerness to meet our God
for judgment.
All of us have been blessed to get to know
George along with his family and to be a part of his life’s
history. Our lives will not be the same in the absence of
his wisdom, discipline, humor, relative patience, great
generosity and awesome kindness, and it is a great
understatement to say that he will be greatly missed.

from the Editor.... Joe H. Ng
There is lots of news this quarter for the Journal.
We thought that it would be a good idea to print timely
news and member submissions when we receive them.
As you may all know, we are deeply saddened about the
loss of fellow WLS member, George Dimond. He will be
missed by all. As a remembrance and tribute to George,
some pictures from past years have been collected and
printed along with articles in the following pages.
George’s contribution to WLS and the Live Steam
community have been generous and wide ranging.
2008 also marks the 10th year since the first run
and first Annual Meet at the Arthur St. track. We’re
showing pictures from the early days of construction and
Pat Fahey has provided a very brief account of some of
the construction highlights of getting into Arthur St. The
photos and the brief account just scratches the surface of
the extraordinary efforts put forth by the WLS membership
and some extremely driven and generous individuals that
hold our cause dear to them. Our July Journal shows
Phase 1 progress and October will feature expansion
photos. Again, it’s remarkable to see the rapid growth.
Can you just imagine what lies ahead for us in the next
10 years at WLS?
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In closing, it was too bad that WLS members
missed an opportunity to realize the value of having an
on-site maintenance/machine shop facility.

Club Meeting Highlights April Meeting
The meeting got started with Jim McGrath
reading an amusing minutes of last month’s meeting
recorded by Don Ritchie. Jim Abrams’s Treasurer’s
report, which followed, was not as entertaining.
Superintendent of Works, Bob Newcombe reports that
informal work days have begun at the track for the last
2 weeks with the emphasis on removing dead trees
and limbs around our buildings and structures. Bryan
Colwell will lead the brush burning effort. A workday
has been announced for 4/19 with work assignments to
be posted. Dario Caiazzi is recovering well from hip
replacement surgery and is on crutches. Harold Crouch
has moved into an assisted living facility near the rehab
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center he was staying. Jim Abrams gave a report on
additional insurance coverage for the WLS buildings
and 2 bridges. The coverage is for fire, theft, vandalism, hurricane, etc., at a preliminary cost of $2,100./yr.
The coverage does not cover members’ personal
property, i.e.: engines, tools etc. An appraisal has to be
made of non-ordinary items (rare books, artwork, club
equipment, etc.) to secure coverage at additional cost.
Member and former banker Arthur Butler made a good
point by asking the membership and BOD if any cost
analysis have ever been done regarding the club’s cash
flow due to ever increasing expenditures. Discussion
continued from last month concerning the machine shop
equipment that Howard Gorin secured. President Jim
O’Brien reported on costs for a pre-fabricated building to
fit onto the container pad. Initial cost without labor for
the building shell was $12-15K. Charlie Reynolds
reported on construction materials costs for a do it yourself wood structure at $2,600. Lengthy discussion continued for about an hour and finally leading to a vote
whether to keep or discard the equipment. Discard won
by 26 to 4. The consensus was that this was the right
equipment at the wrong time. Plans are being drafted
for the liquidation of the equipment. Bob Huston donated a snow blower and Bill Gagne got a new, over sized,
stainless steel replacement grill for the club at his
expense. It’s a beauty, and a very generous donation!
Harvey Fisher’s daughter will be donating about 10
boxes of Harvey’s books to WLS. We were fortunate to
see Bob Foster, Sr. attend the business meeting. It was
reported that Joan Raiano, who works our cook tent tirelessly for many seasons has been diagnosed with colon
cancer. Our thoughts, prayers and support go out to
Joan and her family. Bryan Colwell will be working on
the heating equipment in the Hilton and requested
$100.00 for parts. The show and tell table had lots of
items shown (see photos). All members are anxious to
start running as the start of the season is soon to begin.
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Superintendent Bob Newcombe’s scheduled clean-up.
Members were encouraged to come to the track to help
prepare it for opening day. The machine shop
equipment discussed in last month’s meeting will not be
available for the club to sell or auction since the club
voted not to have a maintenance shop. Howard Gorin
tells us the equipment will be disposed of in other ways.
We now have additional insurance to cover our buildings
and structures. The term is for one year and there is a
deductible. There was discussion about getting items
appraised that are not currently covered in our present
policy. Dick Ball prepared a detailed report on getting
water to Page Station and the covered bridge area. The
club approved the installation of a 1” water line. The
cost of materials and equipment rental is approximately
$1,000. Dick will lead this effort. Dick is also clearing
an area of brush for additional parking. The club will be
purchasing the existing handicap accessible porta-potti
and arrange to have a contractor provide monthly
pumping service for all units. The club will provide
chemicals and daily upkeep for the units. Jay Berry, our
Supt. of Motive Power volunteered to perform the portapotti clean-up duty for the beginning period. Marc
Arsenault donated 10 frogs from the former Charlton
Railroad. Harvey Fisher’s books and magazines arrived
and will be stored at the Hilton. Verizon technicians
came to check the conduit prior to the FIOS installation.
Looks like the price of our cook tent hamburgers will be
going up due to the increasing costs of everything.
President Jim O’Brien and Joan Raiano think that
increases will be reasonable because our prices are so
low already. The coke machine has been filled and the
trash is being picked up. Assigned pad lock keys were
distributed and members were requested not to discard
the old padlock key (from the Norfork St. track). Larry
Roberts became a new full member. Larry was a former
WLS member in 1960-61. See the photos in the
following pages for the show and tell items.

May Meeting
The May meeting was held at the Hobo Hilton.
Don Ritchie filled in as secretary due to Jim McGrath's
absence. Assistant Superintendent of Works, Marc
Arsenault gave an update on the track maintenance.
Extensive tree removal and pruning is being done next
to highline areas and our structures. The restroom trailer is near completion requiring just some painting and
faucets. The toilets are operational in the facility, which
will be named “Comfort Station”. It will be fully
operational for the coming season. Don Cornell noted
that 2 ground line water valves will be changed at the
station. Don and Dave Remington performed clean up
duty and switch maintenance to Phase 1 of the highline.
In the coming weeks, they will continue maintenance on
the highline beyond Butler bridge. Jay Berry and Bryan
Colwell is in the process of repairing the AC and heating
unit in the Hilton. The steam up meet is only 2 weeks
away and only a handful of members showed up at

The boys are looking at some sheet metal work during
the April meeting.
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June Meeting
Father Jay Finelli started the meeting with
some kind words of remembrance for George Dimond
and led a moment of silence. George’s wake and
funeral was well attended by WLS members.
Superintendent of Works, Bob Newcombe reports that
the painting is completed on the back of the Hilton
along with replaced gutter sections. Marc Arsenault
reports that work is in progress on the Hilton’s front
porch awning and some repair work on 2 sinks in the
new Comfort Station. Marc also started gathering junk
scrap steel on WLS property and sold it to a scrap
yard, getting $268.00 for about 1.5 tons of steel. Don
Cornell and Dave Remington, along with others have
been busy on highline maintenance. Guard rails were
added along Dimond trestle and along the curve
coming into the station. New ballast boards have been
added to retain ballast at Butler Bridge. Don reports
that the highline is in very good operating condition.
The groundline is in need of maintenance and Bob
Newcombe will be organizing “how to” sessions to
show new workers proper maintenance techniques.
All are urge to participate. The club’s backhoe is in
need of a new rear wheel rim due to the current one
being rotted out. $400.00 has been appropriated for a
replacement. Tony Raiano will assist in the installation.
President Jim O’Brien will be on the look out for
replacement front tires as well. Jim Gordon offered
assistance and a pump for the new proposed water line
out to the Page Station area. Jay Berry is repairing the
club’s leaf blower. Pat Fahey is diligently cataloging
the club library’s many volumes on computer. The
WLS membership has decided to set up a special fund
for the purpose of assisting WLS members in times of
great need. The initial amount allocated from the
treasury is $5,000.00, with additional contributions
generated from proceeds from our upcoming Annual
Meet. This fund will be an ongoing drive. The fund
will be under the control of the membership. Henry
Coleman has become out latest Full member and Ken
Jackson of Wausau, Indiana has become our latest
Affiliate member. Some other new membership applications have been submitted, but the prospective members were not present. No action has been taken on
their applications. The club’s BOD has made a proposal to the membership to have a memorial wall to recognize key WLS members from the past. This will be
taken up on the next meeting. Show and tells were
held outside on the front porch of the Hilton to take
advantage of the beautiful weather. Father’s Day will
be this coming Sunday and members are planning
to run. Others will be at PVLS Father’s Day meet.
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Spring Steam Up Meet
2008 Steam Up Meet turned out to be one of
the best attended opening day meets we’ve had. What
was going to be a cool rainy spring day turned into a
beautiful sunny day which brought out the crowds.
Steam ruled the day! On the high line it was all steam
with 9 engines running. Our Engineers where Bev
Barnett, Joe Cardelle, Ian Fisher, Tim and Greg Jones,
John Kelly, Bryan Colwell, Jed Were, Jay Berry (yes,
you heard right, he acquired one of Joe Cardelle’s
engines), Larry (NE live steam), and Don Ritchie. On
the groundline, Bill Gagne, Marc Arsenault and Chris
Colby provided a greater portion of the passenger hauling with their diesel models. In addition, there were 6
steamers and 5 electrics on the groundline. During the
afternoon peak we estimated 300 people in attendance
with 2 dozen engines running. Some new groundline
engines that were shown and run were Gary Johnson’s
Clishay and Russ Page’s electric speeder that he made
for one of his neighbors. It was a very enjoyable start
to the running season with much credit going to the
dedicated hard working few that come to the scheduled
work days to ready our track. The track was in
excellent condition and the ground was reasonably dry.

Good crowds all afternoon during Steam Up!

photo by Joe Ng



The Journal wants your article for
the October Newsletter!
Send in your pictures and news items!



Electric speeder chassis built by Russ Page for this
young railroader (left). Jay Berry is giving the highline
a shot (right) photo by Joe Ng
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The Forgotten Stop by George Dimond
Back a few years
ago before the diesel locomotives completely took
over on the Boston and
Maine R.R., and before the
radical curtailment of passenger trains, there was a
morning run, #2914, from
North Conway, N.H. to
Boston, MA. Commonly
known to railroad men as
the “Mountain Job”. This
train left N. Conway in the
early morning and made
local stops all the way down
the Conway branch and
stops at Exeter and
Haverhill on the mainline. From Haverhill to Boston, it
ran express, and was scheduled to cover this last 33
miles in 36 minutes. However, on certain holidays there
was a stop at Reading on this train.
On June 17th, Bunker Hill Day, I had the day off,
and decided to go into Boston from Reading. On consulting my timetable, I found that the “Mountain Job”
was scheduled to stop in Reading at 10:14 AM. I went
to Reading Depot and found sixty or seventy folks who
were going to Boston for the holiday, standing on the
platform and sitting in the depot waiting for the train. At
about 10:30, the waiting crowd heard the warning bell
notifying the crossing watchman, at a crossing just east
of the station, that a train was approaching. The crowd
on the platform looked idly up the track and saw the
train coming ‘round the curve’ under the Mineral Street
bridge with smoke laying back over the engine and train.
The crowd nudged forward to the yellow safety line in
anticipation of boarding the train when it came to a stop
at the station.
Suddenly it became apparent that the approaching train with a 3600 class Pacific on the head end was
traveling 60 to 65 mph, and was not slowing for the
station. The crowd on the platform surged rearward in
an effort to get back away from the track as the train
thundered past still working steam and traveling fast.
The station agent flew out of the door of the station and
peered down the track at the train with an expression of
disbelief. We all watched the train in the distance on the
long straight stretch between Reading and the highway
bridge where route 128 crosses the railroad. Soon it
became evident that the train was slowing. It finally
came to a stop on the first curve west of Reading with
the rear coach visible. At about this time, the Heavens
opened up and a drenching rain began to fall. We now
noticed the rear coach of the train in the distance
seemed to be getting nearer, and after a lengthy period,
we were able to observe a rain soaked flagman, red flag
in hand, and with a none too happy look about him, we
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all boarded. We left Reading station with a vengeance
for what was the fastest ride I had ever had from
Reading to Boston. On the trip to Boston, in the few
minutes it took to get there, we passengers came to the
conclusion that the engineer, a man from the “North
Country” was not up with his Boston holidays and failed
to read the notes in the employees’ timetable and
completely forgotten to make the stop in Reading. We
concluded that as he passed the station platform seeing
all the people waiting, it dawned on him that he should
have stopped. We passengers decided to give him a
good “riding” when we got off the train at North Station
in Boston as we passed the engine on the way into the
concourse of the station.
Much to our surprise, when we passed the
engine ready to “blast off” at the engineer, we found the
cab of the locomotive to be empty. Both engineer and
fireman, guessing they might be in for some jeers, had
gotten off the engine as soon as they had brought the
train to a stop, and had kept out of sight until all
passengers had left the platform and passed into the
station. So our plans to have a little fun with the crew
were in vain, but we assumed that this particular
engineer wouldn’t forget Bunker Hill Day in the years to
come, even if it wasn’t celebrated up in the mountains
of New Hampshire.


Calendar of Events
July 10, 2008
July Club Meeting
July 20, 2008
6th Annual Antique Car Club Meet
Hot dogs and Hamburgers
Aug. 14,2008
August Club Meeting
Aug. 21, 2008 6pm
WLS Annual Dinner
Aug. 22, 23, 24, 2008
WLS 38th Annual Meet
Full Cook tent
Saturday Night Dinner
Sept. 11, 2008
September Club Meeting
Sept.
12,
13, 14, 2008
P.V.L.S. Fall Meet
(Not open to public)
Sept. 28, 2008
7th Annual Neighborhood
Appreciation Meet, By Invitation
Hot dogs and Hamburgers
Oct. 9, 2008
October Club Meeting
Oct. 10, 11, 12, 2008
P.V.L.S. Blow-down Meet
Oct. 19, 2008
WLS Fall Blow-down Meet
NO food - Soda only
Nov. 13, 2008
November Club Meeting
Dec. 11, 2008
December Club Meeting
Jan. 1, 2009
New Year’s Day Run
Note:
May - Oct. meeting held at Hobo Hilton, at the track.
Nov. - Apr. Club meeting held at the Masonic Hall.



6

Waushakum Journal

July 2008

Engine Talk cont.
B.

C.

A.

D.

E.
F.

G.

H.

I.

J.
A. Engine arrives and being unloaded through an opening
built into the house. B. Rust removal C. Cutting oak for
the new cab. D.,F.,G., H., Pin stripping by hand requires
a steady hand and clear head. E. Gold leafing with 23K
gold. I. Laying 12 lb. steel rail to get engine out of the
house. J. Loading ballast on the work cars during a hard
day of track work. K. Engine restoration is 80% complete
in this photo. Photos provided by Bill Gagne

K.
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Member Projects / Spring Show and Tells

2.

1.

3.

5.

7.

4.

6.

8.

1. Joe Ng’s 1.5” Allen American lead truck. 2. Joe Ng’s
1” scale driver quartering jig for perfect quartering. 3.
Jim Abrams’s handy work using his CNC Bridgeport.
This is the pivot block between the tender and engine.
There must be a formal term for this. 4. Malcolm G.
Steeves foundry supply makes its introduction to WLS.
They are a supplier to industry and hobbyists. They
cheerfully handle large and small orders. 5. Dick
Boucher’s 3/4” scale 0-4-0 chassis in progress. 6. An
excellent example of weathering on this Hildreth built
3/4” scale Vanderbilt tender. This was acquired by Joe
Cardelle. 7. Wooden patterns by Joe Ng for a twin
cylinder marine steam engine. These were made in
1979 and originally poured in aluminum by Joe.
8. Joe Ng’s machined wheels for 1.5” scale Allen
American tender. This was fabricated from junkyard
material. The axles were from bar bells and the wheels
were from a cut off end of 5” dia. stainless. It was a
process.... 9. Don Cornell’s latest project, his sugar
engine. 40 Inches to top of the stack! Wow, hope he
can make it through the tunnel. 10. Howard Gorin’s
castings for the Nathan DV7 lubricator for 1.5”-1.6”
scale. The silicone bronze castings are just spectacular
with fine detail using 000-120 screws. The body
measures about 2” across. Contact Howard Gorin at
www.themachineryworks.com

9.

10.
photo from Live Steam forums
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14.

11.

12.

Ed Delaney is painting the tower stairs during the
season’s first sunny run day in early May. photo by Joe Ng

13.
11. Russ Page’s prototype stackable low center of
gravity riding car. 12. Joe Cardelle is working on a 3/4”
Hudson tender. This is a rare find on these machined
castings featuring a one piece bronze frame and cored
iron 6 wheel Commonwealth trucks. 13. Ed Delaney’s
tender hand railing for his 3/4” Kozo slope back tender.
This shows some very intricate fabricating and extremely
careful silver soldering. 14. Joe Ng’s narrow gauge
Shay frame fabricated in 1986 from a Model RR photo.
Project was held up when he was attempting to create
the large bevel gears in an Adult Ed. evening course.

Some WLS members hard at work....

Work is completed on the Hilton’s front porch awning.
This is the perfect addition for sun and rain during meet
days. Pictured here are: Art Downer, Dave Remington,
Bob Delisle, Bob Huston and Marc Arsenault. Other
workers during Wednesday workdays were: Don Cornell,
Bob Fogerty, Roger Austin, Bob Newcombe, Bryan
Colwell, Howard Bailey and Meathead (the Dog).
photo provided by Marc Arsenault

Tree falls on Hilton

Club Librarian, Pat Fahey diligently catalogs numerous
donated books and peridoicals to WLS’s growing library.
Books shown were donated by Harvey Fisher’s family.



Workers Needed for
TRACK WORK DAYS

Contact: Bob Newcombe, Marc Arsenault, Don Cornell



On May 13, 2008 at 1:30 pm, the afternoon high winds
brought down a pine tree hitting the Hilton. Fortunately,
there was no damage. Incidently, this occurred one week
after our new insurance coverage became in force.
photo by Jim O’Brien
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7th Annual Van Brocklin Meet
The 7th Annual William Van Brocklin Meet
turned out to be a pleasant surprise with the weather.
What was earlier anticipated as a rained-out meet
brought 20 engines and about 150 visitors. Lots of
steam was present for this meet. The highline was all
steam with Joe Cardelle, Don Cornell, Bob Foster, Tim
Jones, Joe Ng, Dave Remington and Jed Weare. On
the groundline with steam were: Art Downer, Gary
Johnson, Mike McClure, Larry Simoneau and Russ
Steeves. Gas powered diesel models performing passenger hauling were enginneered by Marc Arsenault
and Bill Gagne. In addition we had numerous electrics
running on the groundline. The cook tent was in full
operation serving hot dogs and hamburgers. We
enjoyed good runs early in day. The brief thunderstorms came in the afternoon and people headed
toward the steaming bay canopy for cover. The day
ended early at 4 pm with the last engines loaded and
stored in the engine house.
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Fr. Jay Finelli’s Nasonville Valley RR Co.
Golden Spike Ceremony
The Golden spike ceremony was held on
May 24, 2008 marking an effort taking many years of
enjoyment. There were many invited guests, family
and groundline steamers in attendance. The Railroad
features over 1,750 feet of mainline and a wooden trestle
that’s 92’ long and 11’ high. View the ceremony on
YOUTUBE http://www.youtube.com/user/steamingpriest

From YouTube videos

Some Safety Tips and Reminders

Ready to steam up in the early part of the day before
the thunder storms arrive. photo by Joe Ng

Proposed Memorial

Board of Directors proposed a memorial wall to remember late WLS members that made outstanding contributions to the club and Live Steam. The anticipated
location will be in the highline area next to the flag pole.
The proposed memorial will be discussed further in the
July business meeting. Member input is encouraged.
Photoshop composite by Jim Abrams

Highline guys should be mindful of placing
buckets and equipment near the highline and its sidings.
Make sure that they do not hinder the flow of engine
movement and foot traffic. Please store buckets under
the highline or completely away from the highline and
its sidings. This also includes watering hoses and
member’s tool boxes and other maintenance equipment
during run times.
In addition, while we are on this subject...
Please make sure that the latches for the highline
switches are secured and properly seated. We have
had accidents in the past due to improper seating of the
latches. This could have been due to operator error or
to visitors’ curiosity. Always approach the switches at a
low speed and be observant. Always leave the switches
closed on the mainline and keep the orange safety
cones on top of the open switches. Occasionally
sweeping the gravel and debris off the concrete pads
that the switches’ caster roll on is a good idea. Report
any malfunctions to the Superintendent of Maintenance,
Bob Newcombe or the Club Officers. New and visiting
engineers should have their sponsor and/or experienced
senior WLS members inspect equipment and assist and
monitor their first runs on the track.
Just a few safety items for all members to take
note of: Has the boiler been hydroed recently? Are
wheels set at the appropriate track gauge for our track?
Are your safety chains attached and secure? Can we
hear your whistle or horn? Are the gasoline engines
well muffled? Are you pro-active to brush fire danger by
carrying a fire extinguisher?
Once again, SAFETY FIRST! All members and
visitors are urged to be safety pro-active.
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Our 10th Anniversary at Arthur Street
It’s been 10 years since the first run and first
Annual Meet was held at our new Arthur St. track. The
pictures below show some of the facility’s progress in
the very early stages of building.

The foot print of the entry shed is laid out in 1997
photo by Pat Fahey

Some of the tree clearing gang pause for a photo back
in 1997. L to R: Frank Kelley, Howard Gorin, Don Cornell,
Bob Foster, Leslie Russell, Dick Boucher, Mike Boucher,
Graham Foster, Jim O'Brien. photo by Pat Fahey

The groundline’s progress is starting to take shape in
1998. photo by Bob Newcombe

Cul-de-sac being cleared at Arthur St. in 1997.


WLS Annual Dinner
Held at the Coachmen’s Lodge on Aug. 21, 2008
at 6pm. Happy Hour 6-7pm, dinner served at 7pm.
The menu will feature:

Completing the uprights for the inner loop (Phase 1).
The switch upright going to Butler bridge has been
installed. The wheel barrel is where the covered bridge
track will begin, 1997. photo by Pat Fahey

Family Style Dinner
Roast Beef & Chicken
All dinners served with:
Soup of the Day
Garden Salad
Oven Roasted Potato
Vegetable of the Day
Desert & Coffee or Tea.
Price: $20.00 per Dinner

Reservations Required:
Mail check to:
Waushakum Live Steamers, Inc.
P.O. Box 6034
Holliston, MA 01746-6034
Call Jim O’Brien 508-533-7282 or 401-413-8762 and
leave a message with number of guests, or
Email: wls_info@steamingpriest.com
First picnic at new site, Sept 6,1997.

photo by Pat Fahey

We would like to have your reservations in by Aug. 14.
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Today we said goodbye to George Dimond
by Pat Fahey

Today, on June 4, 2008, we all said goodbye to
a friend and a WLS member. George’s wake was well
attended with people waiting in line just to see him one
last time. They were people that knew George from his
working days, people who lived in the area along with
family and friends. There was also a large attendance
of his extended family, WLS members.
Today at the church service, many family
members & friends attended. Those who knew George
Dimond, had to know George and his sense of humor.
He might cut you down in one minute, but when something went wrong with your engine, he was always there
to help.
When I first joined the club, it was at 370 Norfolk
St. Holliston. This was back in 1971 when it was behind
Capt. Child’s house. WLS was a small club and just
starting out. Back then, the roster of club officers were:
George Hildreth, president, George Dimond, VP, Percy
Cone, Treasurer and Tom Otis, Secretary. We
only had about 30 members in the club. Many times
myself & others went on day trips with George and he
would show you some places in New Hampshire or
Vermont, where some railroad line went through, or
became abandoned. Then George would test you on
what line that was.
For me today, and I hope other’s, will remember
George Dimond, for the person he was, a kind and
caring man. Family and church came first with him.
George will be missed, but now he is at peace, with his
wife Mary, and his daughter Maryanne.
George you will be missed by all.

George, running at Norfolk St. in the early 70’s. George
started building his freight cars and locomotives back in
the 1950’s and amassed quite a collection of 3/4” scale
equipment over the years. George was a dedicated live
steamers that unselfishly gave untold hours of time,
guidance and wisdom to his hobby and fellow live
steamers. photos by Pat Fahey

George, Treasurer of WLS, is being interviewed by Quincy Cable TV during a
1983 1-hour special on WLS. top left George was interviewed many times on the
PBS documentary Steam trains still running..., featuring the Pioneer Valley Live
Steamers around the early 90’s. George is talking about the approximate 2500
hours required to build a model locomotive and applying a modern day dollar
amount to arrive at a value for his engine. center George and Mary Dimond on
PBS 1-hour special talking about steam engines in operation across from their
first house when they were first married. The PBS program was dedicated to
railroad enthusiasts everywhere, past and present. right George chatting with
fellow live steamers Harvey and Dan during the 1993 Annual Meet video (by
Backdoor Productions), seated at Capt. Child’s favorite bench by the mainline
at Norfork Street. left
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#22 - A 3/4” scale Pacific locomotive finished by Joe Cardelle this May. Joe’s first completed engine that
rolled out of his shop is the cumulation of a 3 year project. We have been watching his progress throughout
the years as Joe brings in completed parts to show at the business meetings. Joe acquired the partially
machined chassis and copper boiler giving him a good head start. He was able to locate the 6 wheel
Commonwealth tender truck castings on-line and gained a wealth of experience in sheet metal
fabrication by making the cab and tender. Not a bad start for a beginner Live Steamer. Joe will be giving us
a more detailed history about the engine build in future Journals. We’re all very excited to see what will
roll out of his new shop in the years to come. photo by Jim Abrams
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