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Tower Talk Don Cornell

Report from the Superintendent of Works

Hi all, come on in, wipe
your feet though. The snow is
sure starting to build up out there.
If this sounds familiar, it
is. This is the way I started the
last issue of Tower Talk. When I
wrote that one, I was sure there
would be snow on the tracks by
then. Not to be. So you caught
me in a white lie, or in this case
not so white. This time it really is snowing. I know
because I just looked out the window.
There is not much going on out here this time of
year. I guess we just sit around watching the frost raise
havoc with the ground line in the main yard. We will have
a lot of work to do there to get all in order for the steam
up. The tracks for the transfer table seem to be holding
well. Looks like all the work we did there may just
pay off.
One of the guys attempted to run on the high line
in mid-March. This is not a good idea guys. First, you are
out here all alone. There was sheet ice and any attempt
to move an engine from your car or truck is
dangerous. One slip and you are on your back with a
heavy engine across your chest. The switches are all
frozen and any attempt to move them can cause serous
damage. So lets all go by the unwritten rule. We are
closed to all running from January 2nd till early May
when all the frost is out of the ground, the water is turned
back on and the track declared safe to run on by our
Superintendent.
Have you got cabin fever like I do? Let‘s all get
out to the site as soon as the weather breaks. We can
get the spring clean up behind us so we can move on
with all the projects we all want to see completed this
year. This year’s projects include, the car barn/shop
building, the outside kitchen, and I hope the residing of
the Hobo Hilton.
Well that’s it for now my friends. Please be
careful on the stairs going down and rest up, we have a
lot to accomplish this year.

Bob Newcombe
Hi Everybody! The time is fast approaching
when we will have spring cleanup to do at the club. The
pine trees really made a mess this season so we can
only hope we get enough help to clean up. We have the
usual frost heaves in the yard and will have to wait till
the frost is gone out of the ground to see what we have
to do to fix it. Hope to see many of you this year on run
days and work days.

100 year anniversary of the first railway in
Australia, 1954
The young lad in the picture is none other than
our Superintendent of Works, Bob Newcombe. His love
of steam goes back to since he was a little boy. He is
11 years old in this photo.



The Journal wants your article for
the July Newsletter!
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from the Editor.... Joe H. Ng
Much credit has to be given to the Board of
Directors in regards to the proposed By Laws changes for
WLS. The Board of Directors carefully considered all
views and there was much discussion at the club
meetings on the language of the proposed changes.
After 3 meetings, the proposed changes were passed by
an overwhelming majority vote. These changes are long
overdue and thanks to the Board’s leadership, they were
executed swiftly.
WLS is making tremendous strides in growing an
educational facility to preserve the understanding of
steam operated locomotives and larger scale model RR.
It’s not by luck that we are so fortunate to be able to
continue our astonishing growth. Waushakum Live
Steamers is very fortunate to have so many friends and
boosters that consistently provide financial support
through out the years. Some of our strongest supporters
wish to remain anonymous. Their support has always
been enthusiastically welcomed at our club meetings
when our Treasurer reports these generous donations.
All donations to WLS are tax deductible as we have
501-3C status. The rapid growth of WLS would not be
possible without your eager support. Often times,
donations are provided without conditions which allows
the club to use the funds for the best growth
opportunities of WLS. Our wonderful public that we
welcome at our many yearly meets have been very
generous. The donation jars will tell how much the public
appreciates our efforts in live steaming and model
railroading. All the contributions that WLS receives helps
to continue our educational process.
From all the WLS membership, thank you for the
generous support!

Club Meeting Highlights
January
Despite the rainy New Year’s Day, the meet was
deemed a success due largely to the Hilton renovation.
Tribute was given by Arthur Butler and meeting
attendees to all the members that worked so diligently to
make the Hilton upgrade happen. The rest of the
meeting focused on proposed changes to the club By
Laws, a continuation from the December meeting. After
about an hour and a half of discussion, a new draft of the
proposed changes were hammered out. The vote on the
changes will by done point by point at the next regular
meeting. Howard Gorin showed a very complex 1.5 inch
Consolidation cylinder pattern which fit together like a jig
saw puzzle, with so many cores! Joe Ng showed a sand
dome pattern and bronze sand casting with spures still in
place for his 1 inch Pacific.
February
Burr! It is cold with 10 consecutive days below
freezing, but this did not stop the members from
attending an important regular meeting to vote on

A Quarterly Newsletter of Waushakum Live Steamers, Incorporated

©2006 Waushakum Live Steamers, Inc.
Published four times a year for members.
January, April, July, October

Waushakum Live Steamers, Incorporated
President
Jim O’Brien
nia6000gra@cs.com

Vice President
Don Cornell
eustis8@netzero.com

Treasurer
Secretary
Jim Abrams
Jim McGrath
abrams464@yahoo.com jim.mcgrath@comcast.net
Webmaster
Fr. Jay A. Finelli
(401) 624-8131
webmaster@SteamingPriest.com
Website www.SteamingPriest.com/wls
Waushakum Journal Editor
Joe H. Ng
(781) 400-5172 voice/ (781) 400 5174 FAX
jhng@earthlink.net
Mail articles to:
530 Chestnut St., Needham, MA 02492
Send address corrections to:
Jim Abrams
abrams464@yahoo.com or write WLS
The Waushakum Live Steamers, Inc.
P.O. Box 6034
Holliston, MA 01746
Club roster may be found on our website
Hit link for Members Only Login
Password - xxxxxxx
www.SteamingPriest.com/wls/
the much discussed By Laws changes, Prior to the By
Laws vote, a recap of the clubs insurance was given by
Treasurer Jim Abrams. Our coverage is the same as
last year with very little changes and the costs are in
line. It was noted that some very generous and
consistent unrestricted cash donations were contributed
to WLS from members and foundations, some of which
want to remain anonymous. A revised draft of the
proposed changes to the By Laws was handed out to
members. There were 8 points to be voted on
individually and Secretary Jim McGrath insured an
accurate count by the show of hands. All proposed
changes were passed by a large majority with few nays
and occasional abstentions. Discussion was also made
in regard to club usage by non-member personnel,
overall security, and ongoing need to stress safety
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while operating at the WLS track. Members are
encouraged to look over the track during this off season
and report conditions to the Officers and Superintendent
of Works. All are looking forward to the Holliston train
show, Cabin Fever and the NEMES show in Waltham.
March
Another record cold day. Superintendent of Works Bob
Newcombe reported that the track was in good
condition and draining adequately, especially under the
covered bridge area. All structures were reported to be
secure. VP Don Cornell said the major building projects
for 2007 will be finishing the container pad area and
begin work on the cook tent area pad. Along with this,
some exterior work on the Hilton needs to be done.
President Jim O’Brien brought up discussion about not
having the Friday night dinner at trackside this year due
to low attendance. A vote was taken to suspend the
Friday night trackside dinner for this coming Annual
Meet. Ken Chenard did extensive research for a Family
Membership category for WLS. Treasurer Jim Abrams
introduced informal discussions on club budgeting and
had presented some very good financial analysis on
spending patterns. Jim wants the membership to start
thinking about how to financially steer the club to meet
immediate and long term goals in the years to come.
Jim also talked about looking into extending our
insurance coverage. Howard Gorin showed highly
detailed technical drawings of a complexly cored 3
cylinder engine block that he contemplating having cast
in 1.6” scale. Bob Newcombe showed a pattern for a
switch stand to be cast for ground line use. Jim Kelly
showed pictures of a recently acquired 1” switcher.
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Fr. Jay Finelli
Fr. Jay is making great progress on a 1.5”
Railroad Supply Consolidation 2-8-0. He should have
her running on air shortly.

Fr. Jay’s new trestle is 92 feet long and in the
center, is 11' high. You can also see the new railings.
A little consolation for the weak of heart as they cross
the trestle.

WLS Member building projects
Don Cornell
Don is cutting out the fire box section in 3/8” wall
steel pipe for a Briggs type boiler for Fr. Jay’s 1.5”
Consolidation. This will have rolled-in 5/8” OD copper
tubes and a 1/2” crown sheet. They will be using a MIG
for final assembly. Don says there will be one big (3/4”)
stay bolt. That should do the job alright!

Jim Stuart and Bill Shields of Delaware
Jim (left) and Bill with his 1.5”/ (7-1/4”) 2-8-0
freelance camelback.
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Jim with his 1947 vintage 9” South Bend lathe,
now with a DRO attached, making parts for the
camelback. It is amazing…you can teach an old dog new
tricks. Jim was initially a bit concerned about being able
to learn to use a DRO – after all, it has a 25 page
operating manual... HA! After a 10 minute orientation of
how to set zero for a tool, he was off to the races… His
only problem is that after 60 years working with the lathe,
he now has to learn to NOT look at the dials. Jim calls
himself an automatic screw machine with visual
recognition, just give him a drawing and go away. At age
84 and all he has been through the past few years, he
hasn’t lost his sense of humor or desire to forge ahead
with live steam.

Chuck Abraham
A 1.5”/ (7-1/4”) 4-4-0 Baldwin Tiger is
under construction.

Don Cornell
A 7-1/4” 0-4-2 freelance Plantation engine is
under construction. It is based on a Bagnal in
approximately 4” scale. The finished engine will stand 40”
tall to the top of the stack (photo on right top column).

4

April 2007

Bob Huston
Bob is finishing an 0-4-0, 2 1/2” scale Marie
Estell. This design was featured in Live Steam in Oct.
1985. The engine was started by Garry Johnson of
Freetown and purchased by Bob last fall. It is the second
one that he has under construction. Seems making two
of every thing is just as easy with one setup. He hopes
to finish one by summer.

Dave Remington
A new addition to the Waushakum engine house
is this one-inch scale 0-6-0. The engine was built by Don
Cornell and delivered last August. Dave is finishing up a
tender for the engine, and says the project has been a
learning experience. Like everyone else he’s looking
forward to another spring thaw.

photos submitted by Dave Remington
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Lost Arch Bridge by Pat Fahey
In the town of Holliston, MA in the Braggville
section lies an old granite block railroad arch bridge.
The bridge has been lost out of sight for more than 100
years and has been recently located by 2 residents of
Holliston and Framingham. The bridge is one of several
built by the Boston and Worcester Railroad, which later
changed its name to the Boston and Albany Railroad.
The bridge is on what is known as the Milford Branch.
The branch was built between 1847-48 from
Framingham to Milford with a total distance of 12 miles.
Currently, the bridge lies buried under the abandoned
roadbed near the intersection of South and
Rockland Streets.
Train service was started between Framingham
and Holliston on July 4, 1847. It took a longer time to
extend the track for service to Milford because a tunnel
had to be dug through Phipps Hill under Highland St. It
took an additional several months to get to Braggville,
the wood depot and siding track once located on South
and Appleton Streets, which are now abandoned.
The railroad crossed South St. over a narrow
and crooked dirt road by way of a conventional arch type
granite bridge. Stone for the bridge was from Barker’s
quarry near the abandoned Braggville district school on
East Main St. The arch portion of the bridge measures
10 feet wide and 9’4” to its top. This opening was large
enough to accommodate street traffic, which at the time
was comprised of horses, teams and wagons. There are
44 foot rows of granite on each side of the railroad bed,
about 4 feet apart above the archway, and centered at
the apex. The stone block wings extend outwards to the
four ends. Each row contains 15 random lengths of
granite blocks measuring 14” wide, placed end to end.
You can see some shallow drill marks on each block,
showing the blocks were cut by hand. To stop the
blocks from shifting due to vibrations from heavy trains,
metal straps secured them. The ends of each strap are
bent 90 degrees and inserted into holes cut near the end
of each block. Each hole is filled with lead and sealed
securely when the strap is in place. This method would
secure the blocks to one another.
When South St. was straighten out between
1847-1866, the sharp curve near Rockland St. was
eliminated and the bridge was no longer needed and
later filled in. The opening was filled in such a way to
blend in with the sloping railroad embankment. Even
though the bridge has been out of sight for 100 years, it
is identified on an old map of Braggville drawn by Ernest
A. Bragg, a former Milford historian. A map of Holliston
in Beers Atlas of Middlesex County published in 1875
shows South St. being straightened out, but it also
includes the original section that passed through the
bridge. The bridge was located about 300 feet northeast
from the center of the former railroad crossing in South
St. The bridge was found by George Sherman of
Holliston in 1979.

The top of the arch bridge on February 3, 2007.
Photo by Pat Fahey

Braggville Station

old stone
arch

Map showing the old stone arch

Waushakum Journal

6

April 2007

Mortar-less Stone Arch Bridges
by Tim Jones
Hidden in the deeply wooded hills of Chester,
Massachusetts is an incredible piece of railroad history.
A number of large stone arch bridges can be found
here, only accessible by foot following the trails that run
from Middlefield St., just off of Rt. 20 in the center
of Chester.
These bridges were built by the Western
Railroad in the 1840’s and were the first keystone arch
bridges in America. Up to 70 feet high, it is incredible to
think only gravity is what keeps these massive bridges
together. At the time a railroad to Albany was desired to
improve the economy in Boston, but it was thought
impossible by critics to cross this remote area because
of the rugged terrain. These bridges however proved to
be the answer for the Western Railroad.
Just starting out on the hike you can see a
double-arch keystone bridge across the Westfield River.
This bridge is still in operation, and CSX freights pass
through regularly. The next three bridges are part of the
trail system, and can be walked over. The view of the
river below from these structures is spectacular. It
should be noted that the track was diverged from the
original line, not because the bridges were thought to be
too weak, but to eliminate a tight radius curve along
the line!
If you’re ever in the Chester area and looking
for something to do, this hike is fantastic. About five
miles in total, you’ll be in for a real treat. I’ve been told
its best to see the bridges during the winter months
when the leaves are down. Also, look out for a
documentary about the making of these bridges
“Railroad to the Moon” which should be coming out
soon. Here are some links for more information about
the keystone arch bridges and the
upcoming documentary.
http://keystonearches.org/
http://alsonvideo.com/

The important keystone forming the arch photo by Tim Jones

Local Model Engineering Supplier
Lawrence J. Milo, Owner of PRECISION
SCALE MODEL ENGINEERING is right in our
backyard. He is a supplier of just about everything a
model engineer, model railroader or serious hobbyist
may need to a complete a project. Larry offers a huge
catalog (over 1” thick, $14.95) packed with thousands of
items ranging from screws, gears, small tooling, various
stocks and more. For more information, contact:
PRECISION SCALE MODEL ENGINEERING
33 HARDING STREET
MILFORD,MA 01757-2215
PHONE: 508 478-3148
FAX: 508 478-3590
E-mail psme@psmescale.com
Web: www.psmescale.com
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NEMES Meet

Cabin Fever 2007 by Bob Huston

The New England Model Engineering Society
held its 11th annual open house at the Charles River
Museum of Industry, in Waltham Mass on February 17.
They had a very large turnout. The public was able to
view an array of educational model engineering projects,
both static and operational on both of their floors.
Scores of elegant stationary steam engines ran silently
under compressed air along side beautifully crafted
multi- cylinder gasoline engines which were started up
periodically. Such precision! Also shown were many
homeshop machinist tooling and mechanical projects
along with other modeling interests. In addition, shown
on the first floor of the museum were static 3/4” and 1”
steam locomotives, along with 2 model railroad table
displays. NEMES has some WLS members in their
group which meets at the museum on the first Thursday
of every month. Judging from the positive comments of
amazement heard from the people attending, one can
be assured that Model Engineers are a very ingenious
group that can put on a great show!
For more information go to:
http://www.neme-s.org/index.htm
http://www.crmi.org/

There were four of us from the Hanson area that
attended, Art Downer, Dean Copeland, Rich McGee and
myself. We attended the Friday auction and also the two
days of the show. It was a chance to meet some friends
we had not seen since last year and purchase some
interesting things at the auction (smithy mill drill
machine). The auction was the longest that I have ever
been to, lasting from noon till 8 pm. A lot of good junk
was sold. The next two days were spent in the exhibition hall viewing neat projects that people have created.
One interesting thing that I saw was a 1 1/2” scale live
steamer with a Maryland state boiler inspection tag, I
sure hope that Mass. doesn't get any ideas from them.
They also had an indoor pond where you will find everything from the Nautilus, Coast Guard cutters, tugboats,
skiffs and boats like the City of NY, which is a beautiful
model of a passenger steamboat. If you are looking for
that single part for your old machine or a piece of stock
or casting, you could probably find it at Cabin fever next
January. I will be there again with my van loaded with
friends and maybe another project will follow me home.

Calendar of Events

In the background is our Les Russell at one of the
many display tables. photo by Joe Ng

For Sale
Maine 2 Footer
2 inch scale for
4 3/4” gauge track.
Only run 20 hrs.
Sandy River #1 proven
runner, propane fired.
Built by machinist with
45 years experience.
No castings used.
$15,000.00.
Don Cornell (508) 883-9795, eustis8@netzero.net

Apr. 12, 2007
April Club Meeting
May 10, 2007
May Club Meeting
May 20, 2007
Spring Steam-up
(NO food - Soda only)
June 14, 2007
June Club Meeting
June 24, 2007
6th Annual Van Brocklin Meet
(Hot dogs and Hamburgers)
July 12, 2007
July Club Meeting
July 15, 2007
5th Annual Antique Car Club Meet
(Hot dogs and Hamburgers)
Aug. 9, 2007
Aug. Club Meeting
Aug. 23, 2007
WLS Annual Dinner
Aug. 24, 25, 26, 2007
WLS 37th Annual Meet
(Full Cook tent)
Sept. 13, 2007
Sept. Club Meeting
Sept. 23, 2007
6th Annual Neighborhood
Appreciation Meet, By Invitation
(Hot dogs and Hamburgers)
Oct. 11, 2007
Oct. Club Meeting
Oct. 21, 2007
Fall Blow-down Meet
(NO food - Soda only)

Note: Apr. Club meeting held at the Masonic Hall.
May - Oct. meeting held at Hobo Hilton, at the track.
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A young man and his new engine
When WLS was at Norfolk St., there was a Live Steam
article in 1978 about A boy and his engine, featuring Jon
Curhan. That engine has passed many hands since then, and
one of our new members, John Kelly is now the owner of the
0-4-0 (a 2-4-0 in its previous life, but started out as an
0-4-0). Some of the members that go back that far with WLS
will remember seeing it on the old highline. It’s great to see
younger people involved with live steam. John submitted before
and after pictures and a detailed description of his painstaking
school vacation painting project. The after picture looks great
and we’ll have to ask him about the process when we see him
at the track in late spring.

After picture...newly painted for the 2007 running season
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Before picture, a good steamer.

John learning the ropes in Jan. 2007 at the track
photos submitted by John Kelly

